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Attacks on shrines since

2005 In Pakistan

March 19, 2005
46 Killed suicide blast at Pir Rakhel Shah

KHUZDAR e

November 13, 2016
April 3, 2011

02 killed 4 killed

1 00 injured in suicide attack

in bomb attack at near Sakhi Sarwar
Shah Norani

February 25, 2013
3 killed

27 injured

in blast at
Ghulam Shah Ghazi

oo —— [

October 7, 2010 Feburary 16, 2017

8 xilled 88 killed
. 250 injured
in239icligg L:]{taecdk at in suicidt:gljaljs: at

Lal Shahbaz Qalandar

Abdullah Shah Ghazi

May 27, 2005

20 «illed

and nearly 100 injured in
explosion at Bari Imam

June 21, 2014
6 1 injured

in explosion at
Baba Nangay Shah

July 2,2010

42 killed
1 75 injured

at Data Darbar

PAKPATTAN

October 26, 2010
5 killed

in bomb blast near
Baba Farid Ganj Shakar

Infographic Courtesy: Al-Jazeera

Because of a series of attacks in that week, children in schools were again undergoing security

drills to survive terrorist attacks.

The state must use all the resources at its disposal for across-the-board and decisive action
against the perpetrators of these inhuman crimes. Itis important that no exception is made while
proceeding against those promoting violence or discrimination in the name of faith. It is obvious
that relying solely on the military and paramilitary forces will not yield results without enhancing
the policing and intelligence gathering capabilities of civilian forces. If these attacks are
concluded to have a cross-border dimension, it is important that all efforts must be made to
collaborate with neighbouring countries to pursue the mischief makers in order to deny

sanctuary to them.
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Blood & tears as shrines
remain in the crosshairs

It is important that no exception is made while proceeding against
those promoting violence or discrimination in the name of faith. It is
obvious tbcbhat relying solely on the military and paramilitary forces
will not yield results without enhancing the policing and intelligence
gathering capabilities of civilian forces.Strongly condemning the
Sehwan bombing and a series of terrorist attacks in the country over
that week, the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP)
demanded decisive crackdown on all manifestations of violence,
especially in the name of faith.

On February 16, Pakistan's deadliest terrorist attack in more than two years took a heavy toll
on crowds who had gathered at the famous Lal Shahbaz Qalandar shrine to pray and
participate in or withess the Sufi tradition of dhamaal, a form of devotional dance. More than 90
people were killed, including many women and children, and over 250 others were injured.

A suicide attacker walked into the crowded shrine of venerated 13th-century Sufi philosopher
and poet Syed Muhammad Usman Marwandi, better known as Lal Shahbaz Qalandar, who
taught peace and love and is respected across South Asia.

There has been sharp criticism of the authorities following the attack over the security being
practically non-existent at the shrine. The criticism was particularly vociferous because there
had been several serious terrorist attacks across the country from February 13 till February 15,
including three suicide bombings, and a security high alert was supposed to be in place.

It was also well known that shrines of Sufis had been on the terrorists' hit list. Taliban and other
militant extremist groups have frequently targeted shrines for not conforming to their literalistic
interpretation of Islam. In November 2016 over 50 people were killed and more than 100 others
wounded when a suicide bomber blew himself up in a packed-to-capacity courtyard of the
Shah Noorani shrine in a remote mountainous region of Khuzdar district in Balochistan. At the
Shah Noorani shrine also bomber had struck when dhamaal was taking place.

Witnesses at Sehwan have spoken about how the suicide bomber could have been stopped
from entering the shrine and the deaths could have been averted if there was enough security.

Strongly condemning the Sehwan bombing and a series of terrorist attacks in the country over
that week, the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) demanded decisive crackdown
on all manifestations of violence, especially in the name of faith.

HRCP pointed out that Pakistan had been at similar junctures in its recent history. “Perhaps

things would have been different if the pledges made to crack down on all forms of hate speech
and violence, on the basis of faith on those previous occasions, had been honoured.”
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B In September, a transgender, Deedar, was shot and
injured by a man in Bara Gata area of Peshawar in a
money dispute. She received a bullet in her thigh and
was hospitalised where she remained under
treatment before making a full recovery.
These cases are just
a few exan::ples of the | In November, a transgender returning
suffering and home after attending a wedding reception in
discrimination faced Lahore was abducted by five men. The suspects
by the transgender forcibly took her to a house where they severely
community. The beat her up and burned her with cigarette stubs.
authorities need to The men tortured her for the whole night until
focus on providing she fell unconscious. Police arrested the five
them with facilities suspects and launched an investigation.
that they are often
deprived of; m In November, a video on social media
healt{wcar e, showed a transgender in Sialkot being flogged by
education, job. several men. Media reports suggested that the
transgender was beaten up because she had
refused extortion demands of one of the offenders. The
video showed the victim laying face down on a bed with a
man holding her down with his foot, while she was being
repeat edly hit with what appeared to be a leather belt. The main
offender is reported to have said after being arrested that the transgender was his
paramour. He said he wanted to teach her a lesson for cheating on him. He said the incident was
a private matter and police should not be involved. According to an eyewitness, the perpetrators
barged into the house of the transgender, where several other transgenders were also present.
The witness said the perpetrators also shaved the heads of other transgenders present at the
scene. Five suspects were charged with torture and extortion while another five were being
investigated.

The above cases are just a few examples of the suffering and discrimination faced by the
transgender community. The authorities need to focus on providing them with facilities that they
are often deprived of; healthcare, education, job opportunities, etc. Apart from offering basic
facilities, it is vital to ensure that the perpetrators responsible for harassing, otherwise
threatening or attacking transgenders are held responsible for their actions to set a precedent
and a deterrent.

In order to curb the violence and the brutality faced by the transgender community, the
authorities need to put in place measures to remove the stigma associated with being a
transgender in Pakistan. As important as implementation of the law is, what is needed to curb
the discrimination and violence is social change and demolition of anti-transgender barriers in
thinking.
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Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Trans Alliance Action, was shot at multiple times by a young man. She
was injured and taken to Peshawar's Lady Reading Hospital, where the hospital staff
deliberated for an hour over whether to treat her in the male or female ward. They finally
operated upon her in front of the lavatory, where she passed away.

u Also in May, a transgender, Khurram Shehzad alias Nagina, was shot and killed by the
police in Faisalabad after she refused to accompany them to an undisclosed location. According
to the brother of the victim, she was with two of her friends in a car when a mobile police team
stopped them near a picket. When the transgender person refused to go with the police, they got
furious and threatened her. The person driving the car sped away from the picket. The police
chased them and shot at the car. A bullet hit Khurram, who died instantly. The victim's friends
later threw her body by the roadside. A case was registered against five policemen and the two
friends of the victim.

[ ] In July, a 42-year-old transgender, Mir Hussain alias Shehla, resident of Lahore, was
shot dead in Rawalpindi. Her dead body was seen near a bridge by a passer-by who informed
the police. The police shifted the body to the district headquarter hospital for conducting
medico-legal examination. The reason for the murder could not be ascertained.

An HIV carrier, was denied treatment at a Peshawar hospital. The transgender
community abandoned her when found out about her disease. She lived till her
demise near a rubbish dump in Hashtnagri area. Local clerics reportedly

refused to lead her funeral prayers and her burial rites could only be performed
after a cleric from Nowshera agreed to do so.

u Seven transgender citizens were kept in illegal detention for four hours and reportedly
sexually assaulted by the police in Nowshera in July. According to the victims, the policemen
raided their living quarter and forced them to go to the police station with them. At the police
station, they were allegedly raped and forced to dance in front of the policemen. The victims
reported that a policeman had told them to leave the district within 24 hours.

u Also in July, three transgender persons were illegally arrested from Bara Gata area in
Peshawar and taken to the police station in Pishtakhara, where they were reportedly beaten up
for not paying Rs 1,000 to the police when they stopped them and asked for a bribe. Senior
police officials said that they had received a complaint from the residents of Bara Gata area that
the transgenders in their area used to drink and should be proceeded against.

u In September, a transgender, who was diagnosed with HIV and had been denied
treatment at a Peshawar hospital, passed away. When the transgender community found out
about her disease, they abandoned her and since then she had been living near a rubbish dump
in Hashtnagri area. Clerics in Peshawar reportedly refused to lead her funeral prayers and her
burial rites could only be performed after a cleric from Nowshera agreed to do so.
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Putting an end to discrimination
& violence against transgenders

The transgenders or the 'Khawaja Saras', a term that is broadly used to refer to the third gender
in the Urdu language, have been long faced layers of discrimination. In theory, Pakistan is
committed to safeguarding equal rights for all its citizens but for many marginalized
communities, including the transgender community, that equality remains a myth.

As things stand, the transgender are social outcasts deprived of many of their fundamental
rights. Incidents of discrimination against the transgender often go unreported because of a
lack of sensitivity of the news media and society to their plight and also because many victims
accept their treatment as their fate.

While many incidents of violence against transgenders go unreported, a cursory glance at
some of the cases drawn from HRCP's media monitoring from January to December 2016
offers a glimpse of the threats that the third gender face as well as society's acceptance of or
indifference to their wretched lot.

Emblematic cases of discrimination and violence against the transgenderin 2016

[ | In January, a transgender was attacked with knives in Multan when she refused to
participate in a musical programme arranged by the perpetrator. She was injured.

u Adnan Qamar, a transgender and co-administrator of TransAction page on Facebook
and a member of TransAction Alliance, was shot and injured by unidentified men in Peshawar
in January. He was taken to Lady Reading Hospital where the doctors provided him treatment
only after deliberating for nearly three hours on whether to place him in the female or the male
ward. All the while, the medical staff and police guards
mocked him for being a transgender.

[ | In February, a number of policemen barged into a
transgender's house in Peshawar, and forced her to go with
them to the police station. When the transgender refused to go
along, they taunted her and threatened her of consequences.

| In April, a number of transgenders were beaten up and
injured during a wedding ceremony in Lahore when they
argued with the family. The family members beat up the
transgenders and also snatched money from them. When
police arrived at the scene, they asked the transgenders to
reconcile with the family. They recovered the snatched money
andreturned it to the transgenders.

| In May, Alisha, a transgender and coordinator for File photo of Alisha
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The impunity enjoyed by those who attack human rights defenders and journalists
is a major concern. Three years ago, HRCP's coordinator based in Multan, Rashid

Rehman, was killed for defending a man accused of blasphemy. HRCP district
monitor and journalist Zaman Mehsud was shot and killed in November 2015.
Unfortunately, in neither case have the perpetrators been brought to justice.

Superintendent of Police was informed about the incident. The son of the accused submitted a
written apology to the union of journalists and the perpetrator was subsequently pardoned.

= On September 1, a local journalist was threatened by the head of the water and power
department of Ghanche, Gilgit Baltistan, for criticizing the government in a newspaper article.
The article was written after unscheduled load shedding in the area led to the local residents
calling the head of the water and power department to inquire about the situation. However, the
department head had scolded the residents. The residents had then contacted the local
journalist. The journalist contacted the head and asked the reasons for unscheduled load
shedding in the area. Instead of answering his queries, the perpetrator abused him and told
him to stay silent. The next day, the victim published an article criticizing the working of relevant
government institutions. The accused, thereafter, called him and threatened to kill him if he did
not stop criticizing the government departments. The victim informed the local administration
and the police about the threat but no action was taken against the perpetrator.

= On November 6, a former member of the peace committee was found dead in the
jurisdiction of Mulazai police station in Tank, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. His family suspected that
he had been killed for being a peace committee member and supporting the government
forces' action against extremist militants. According to the police, the victim had been missing
for the past few days. On 6" November, local residents found his beheaded body on Machan
Khel Road. The police took the body to the District Hospital Tank for post-mortem, after which it
was handed over to the family. An FIR has been registered in CTD police station, Dera Ismail
Khan, by the brother of the victim against unidentified men.

The cases listed above highlight the geographical spread of such crimes and violations in the
country. The human rights defenders and journalists have been facing grave dangers in the
country over the last few years, and many have been killed and injured on account of their
work. The impunity enjoyed by those who attack HRDs is a major concern. Three years ago,
HRCP's regional coordinator based in Multan, Rashid Rehman, was killed for defending a man
accused of blasphemy. Unfortunately, his killers have not been held to account for his murder.
HRCP district monitor and journalist Zaman Mehsud was shot and killed in November 2015. In
neither case have the perpetrators been brought to justice.

The analysis above indicates the widespread nature of these crimes. The state has a
responsibility towards its citizens to ensure protection of all human rights of the individuals in its
jurisdiction. Unfortunately, a quick glance at the numbers and nature of enforced
disappearance and attack on HRDs and journalists shows that much more needs to be done to
ensure that the rights of all citizens are respected and violations prevented and punished. It is
important for civil society organizations and citizens to keep the spotlight trained on such
crimes to build pressure on the state to fulfill its obligations.
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The following line chart helps to recognize the trend of the cases reported in 2016.

8

7

e Attack or explicit
threat against
HRDs/journalists

Jan  Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul  Aug Sept Oct HNov Dec

The line chart demonstrates that there is no static trend in the number of reported cases of
attacks or explicit threats against HRDs or journalists. The highest number of cases was
reported in January and September, when seven incidents of attacks or threats to HRDs or
journalists were recorded while the lowest number was reported in in April and October, when
only one such incident was reported. The chart also demonstrates that in June and July, the line
was parallel to the x axis, at five, indicating that there was no change in the number of incidents
reported in these two consecutive months.

Some of the emblematic cases of attack or explicit threat against HRDs or journalists are as
follows:

] On July 18, six peace committee members, including the head of the local pro-
government peace committee member, and their driver were killed in a roadside bomb blast in
Upper Dir, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. These members had helped the authorities action against the
militants in Doog Dara, in the years 2007 and 2008. According to the local police, suspected
terrorists had planted an improvised explosive device (IED) by the roadside which they
detonated when the vehicle of the peace committee members reached there. A local resident
reported that the blast was so powerful that the vehicle fell into the river. The bodies of the
victims were later brought out by members of the local community. The police mentioned that
another target of the attack was the head of another local peace committee member but he
remained safe, as he was in another vehicle.

= On August 27, a journalist was threatened by a retired government engineer that he
would get him killed if he reported any news against him, in Naushero Feroze, Sindh. The victim
was working for a print media organization for the past five years and had reported that the
retired engineer was involved in corruption and encroachment of a plot reserved for a school. In
his call to the journalist, the engineer warned him that if he published any more articles against
him, he would have him killed. The threat was reported to the authorities but no action was taken
against the perpetrator. Journalists staged a protest against the perpetrator and the
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= On June 12, a man was allegedly picked up men in military uniforms, from the area of
Khani Khel, Bannu, on suspicion of having links with the terrorists. The victim had been living in
the area for the past two years as an internally displaced person. He was taken away around 4
pm and his abduction was witnessed by his family, who reported that the men in uniforms came
in Datsun vehicles and they spoke Urdu and Pashto. The family did not inquire about the victim
from the authorities since they feared for their lives as well as the life of the victim. No FIR was
registered.

] On May 8, a man was allegedly picked up from his house in Kili Sardar Azeem, Loralai,
by around 20 men, clad in FC uniform, over suspicion that he was assisting the Tekreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) militants. The men in uniform came in Toyota Vigo and were carrying
assault rifles. They were communicating in Urdu and Pashto. The victim was last seen by his
villagers and the tribesmen. The family contacted the FC headquarters to inquire about the
victim and their response was that the Joint Investigation Team (JIT) was looking into the matter.

. On September 27, Mian Syed Bacha was allegedly picked up by men, who came in
security forces trucks and jeeps, over suspicion that he had links with the Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP)in Buner. This suspicion was reported by the villagers of Docadda. On the day of
the incident, he was farming when around 27 men, armed with assault rifles, came and took him
away with them. The family did not inquire about the victim's whereabouts because they were
afraid that the authorities might harm them or the victim. According to the family member, the
victim had been picked up for the third time. Last year he was allegedly picked up twice for
having links with the terrorists.

The civil society has long been urging the government to bring the perpetrators of
disappearance to justice and implement the recommendations made by the UN Working Group
on Enforced Disappearance which visited Pakistan in 2012. HRCP believes that only by doing
that can Pakistan move towards ending the reprehensible practice of enforced disappearance.

Attack or explicit threat against human rights defenders/journalists
The following table shows the number of attacks or explicit threat against human rights
defenders (HRDs) or journalist cases reported from selected districts of six regions of Pakistan
in 2016. In these twelve months, the highest number of cases was recorded in the selected
districts of Gilgit Baltistan, where 14 such incidents were monitored, while the lowest was
reported from Balochistan from where no such incident was reported.

Region Jan ‘ Feb Mar | Apr May Jun Jul @ Aug Sept‘ Oct‘ Nov‘ Dec\ Total:

Balochistan 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Sindh 2 2 o |1] o 0 1 13 |0]2]|1] 13
FATA 3 1 1 o] o 0 0 oo f|o|1|1] 7
Gilgit

Baltistan
KP 1 0 0 0 2 0 3 1 1 0 2 0 10

South Punjab| 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

Total 7 3 5) 1 2 5) 5 2 7 1 6 2 46
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Enforced and involuntary disappearance (Jan Dec 2016)
Region Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total

Balochistan 1 4 B 4 3 a1 @ 4 9 3 0 3 37

Sindh 1 3 0 3 2 1 2 1 1 1 2 2 19
FATA 0 0 1 1 2 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 7

Gilgit Baltistan | 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

KP 4 3 0 1 1 0 (0 2 3 0 2 1 17

South Punjab | 0 0 0 0 0 0 (o0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 6 | 10| 4 9 8 6 | 2 7 13 4 6 6 81

The line chart shows the monthly break-up of the total number of enforced and involuntary
disappearance cases reported by the monitors in the selected districts in 2016. The chart clearly
demonstrates that there is no upward or downward sloping trend in the number of cases
reported every month. After April, the number of cases dropped over the next three months,
before rising again in August. In 2016, 13 cases were reported in September, the highest
number for any month during the year

14
12

10

Enforced and
Involuntary
Disappearances

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Some of the emblematic cases of enforced and involuntary disappearances are as follows:

= On January 26, a man was abducted in Kharan, Balochistan, by more than twenty men
clad in uniforms of Frontier Corps. The incident occurred at around 5am and the family
suspected that the person was picked up over suspicion that he was a member of the Baloch
Republican Party (BRP). The men in uniform came in three Toyota Vigo vehicles and were
armed with assault rifles. The family of the disappeared approached the FC headquarter
regarding the victim's disappearance but the authorities denied having any information of his
whereabouts.
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Looking back:
ensuring rights
for the wrongec

HRCP noted

at least 81 cases of

enforced disappearances and

46 cases of attacks or serious threats

against human rights defenders/journalists in
60 districts in the year 2016.

End of the year is an opportunity to reflect on the state of human rights during the outgoing year.
The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) closely monitors human rights violations
across Pakistan. HRCP field monitors submit reports monthly which helps the organization
understand the gravity and frequency of various violations and denial of rights. The
documentation and reporting are aimed at ensuring that the perpetrators are brought to justice
and steps taken to prevent such incidents from taking place.

The following section look closely at enforced and involuntary disappearance and attacks or
explicit threat against human rights defenders or journalists in selected districts across six
regions of the country in 2016.

HRCP monitors in 60 districts across these six regions of Pakistan noted at least 81 cases of
enforced disappearances and 46 cases of attacks or serious threats against human rights
defenders/journalistsin the year 2016.

Enforced and involuntary disappearance
The following table represents the number of enforced and involuntary disappearances cases
reported from selected districts across the six regions in Pakistan in 2016. In these twelve
months, the highest number of cases was reported from Balochistan, while no case was
reported from South Punjab.
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Simplified version of Universal Declaration of Human Rights

This page includes a simplified version of the text of Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). None
of the 30 rights enumerated in the UDHR have precedence over each other, that is to say that they are all
equal to each other. The states have an obligation to protect and promote all these rights.

The Declaration affirms the dignity and worth of all people, and the equal rights of women and men. The
human rights described here are the common standard for all people everywhere.

Article 1
Article 2

Article 3
Article 4
Article 5

Article 6
Article7

Article 8
Article 9

Article 10
Article 11

Article 12

Article 13
Article 14

Article 15
Article 16

Article 17
Article 18

Article 19
Article 20
Article 21
Article 22
Article 23

Article 24
Article 25

Article 26
Article 27
Article 28
Article 29

Article 30
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Everyone is born free and equal in dignity and with rights.

You should never be discriminated against for any reason. Rights belong to all people,
whatever our differences.

Everyone has the rights to life, liberty and security.

No one shall be held in slavery or servitude.

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment.

You have the right to be treated as a person in the eyes of the law.

You have the right to be treated by the law in the same way as everyone else. Everyone has
arightto protection against violations of their human rights.

If your rights under law are violated, you have the right to see justice done in a court or
tribunal.

No one shall be subject to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.

You have the right to a fair and public trial by an independent and impartial tribunal.
Everyone is to be presumed innocent until proven guilty in a fair trial. No one should be
charged with a criminal offence for an act which wasn't an offence at the time the act was
done.

No one has the right to intrude in your private life or interfere with your home and family
without good reason. No one has the right to attack your good name without reason.

You have the right to freedom of movement within your country. Everyone has the right to
leave a country and to return home.

You have the right to seek and to enjoy asylum from persecution in other countries. You may
notinvoke this right if fleeing just laws in your own country.

You have the right to a nationality.

You have the right to marry and to raise a family. Men and women have the same rights
when they are married and when they are separated.

You have the right to own property and it cannot randomly be taken away from you.

You have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion and to peacefully express
those beliefs in teaching, practice and worship.

You have the right to freedom of opinion and expression.

You have the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.

You have the right to take partin the government of your country.

As a member of society, you have a right to social security.

You have the right to work, to good working conditions, to equal pay for equal work and to
form and join unions.

You have the right to restand leisure.

You have the right to a decent life, including enough food, clothing, housing, medical care
and social services.

You have the right to an education.

Noone may stop you from participating in the cultural life of your community.

You have the right to live in the kind of world where your rights and freedoms are respected.
We all have a responsibility to the people around us and should protect their rights and
freedoms.

Nothing in this declaration that justifies any person or country taking away the rights to
which we are all entitled.

Monthly JEHD-E-HAQ O M do bl




Human Rights

: Commission 07/%?. Monthly JEHD—E-HAQ

)
i
2
8
-
=
-

GBin lat) s S STy il sy %

mv‘wﬁUijtfjg‘émﬁ,ﬁ_m?‘;wdﬁ\” | | | | | |
35883582 : uS1d 35838341-35864994 : 58

www.hrcp-web.org : &uila cag hrcp@hrcp-web.org (s ! I

Registered No. LRL-15 sV < s meal 14 (g pdaaa 4xisa: 5




	5-6.pdf
	7.pdf
	8.pdf
	9.pdf
	10.pdf
	11.pdf
	12.pdf
	13.pdf
	14-17.pdf
	18-21.pdf
	22.pdf
	23.pdf
	24.pdf
	25.pdf
	26.pdf
	27-35.pdf
	36.pdf
	37.pdf
	38.pdf
	39.pdf
	40-41.pdf
	42-45.pdf
	46.pdf
	47.pdf
	48.pdf
	49.pdf
	50.pdf
	51.pdf
	52.pdf
	11.pdf
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

	5.pdf
	Page 1

	eng.pdf
	53.pdf
	54.pdf
	55.pdf
	56.pdf
	57.pdf
	58.pdf
	59.pdf
	60.pdf
	61.pdf
	62.pdf
	63.pdf
	64.pdf




