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. Massacre of Quetta lawyers & state responsibility

The August 8 massacre of lawyers in Quetta is something that cannot be condemned
strongly enough. Violence of the most horrific nature has been no stranger to the capital of
the Balochistan province. This coordinated attack, however, which took a direct aim at the
legal fraternity, has shaken the region which has long suffered the most vicious terrorist
attacks.

Most of the victims in the August 8 attacks were lawyers. First, Balochistan Bar Association
President Bilal Anwar Kasi was shot and killed outside his house. When his body was
brought to Quetta's Civil Hospital, an explosion, caused apparently by a suicide bomber, hit
the mourning lawyers. More than 70 people were killed, most of them lawyers. Two media
workers were killed and some injured.

The devastating attack was the single most deadly assault ever on lawyers in Pakistan, or
anywhere in the world for that matter. It drew condemnation from far and wide.

In another attack, on August 11, Federal Shariat Court (FSC) Judge Zahoor Shawani and
his security detail were targeted in an explosion in Quetta. The FSC judge escaped injury
but over a dozen people, including police personnel and civilians were injured. The attack
was seen as continuation of tagetting of the legal fraternity in Quetta and as a further
reminder of their vulnerability.

HRCP has publicly voiced its serious alarm and concern that amid the prevailing fear of
violence among lawyers and judges in the provincial capital of Balochistan, it has become
difficult for them to carry out their functions independently, or even to move around.

An important part of the state obligation is to conduct a thorough
and transparent investigation into the attacks with a view to bring

the perpetrators to justice.

This mowing down of lawyers has trained the spotlight firmly on the state's
obligation to protect the lives of citizens. They have brought attention to the need to ensure
security for members of the bar and the bench, which is vital for the functioning of an
independent legal profession and for rule of law itself. The attack against Justice Shahwani
has been noted as being particularly alarming, since it occurred amid an apparently
heightened state of security. Without urgent steps for the security of lawyers and judicial
officers it is difficult to see how they will be able to fulfill their functions independently and
without pressure.

An important part of the state obligation is to conduct a thorough and transparent
investigation into the attacks with a view to bring the perpetrators of this heinous crime to
justice.

HRCP has stressed that “official condemnation of the August 8 massacre in Quetta or
calling it the work of a foreign intelligence agency is not enough. The state has the
responsibility to safeguard the lives of all citizens from all actors who have an appetite for
bloodletting.”

The government should also explain how it plans to ensure that its counter-terrorism plan,
whatever that is, actually prevents terrorism. In a statement, HRCP has urged the
government to particularly “focus on security of citizens in Balochistan, where signs of
some let up in violence over recent months had fuelled hopes, apparently prematurely, fora
return to normalcy.”
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The consultations focused on implementation of accepted recommendations in five thematic
areas: women's rights; rights of the child; freedom of thought, conscience and religion; human
rights defenders and freedom of expression; and enforced and involuntary disappearances.
Based on the deliberations in the five consultations, a mid-term implementation report was
prepared. The report was widely shared with the government, foreign missions, media houses,
public intellectuals and the civil society organisations that participated in the five consultations.

The HRCP-ICJ assessment concluded that the government's performance in fulfilling its
commitments made during the 2012-2013 UPR in around two and a half years after had been
far from satisfactory. Out of the 67 accepted recommendations reviewed in the five
consultations, 38 recommendations — a large majority — had not been implemented at all; 29
recommendations had only been partially implemented; and not a single recommendation had
been fully implemented. In some areas, particularly relating to enforced disappearance and the
safety and security of human rights defenders, the situation had in fact deteriorated since
Pakistan was issued the recommendations in 2012.

The way forward

In order to prepare for Pakistan's third UPR, the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan has
started reaching out to civil society organisations, and has in collaboration with the International
Commission of Jurists, started training activists and representatives of civil society
organizations about the role of non-government organizations (NGOs) in the UPR process and
the best practices in drafting NGO submission.

Roadmap for Pakistan's UPR engagement in the third cycle

s ation

NGO report drafing

Drafting period MGO submission Mext UPR
01/2017 23103/2017 11/2017

Source: http://www.upr-info.org/en/review/Pakistan

Pakistan now has a National Commission of Human Rights (NCHR) as well and even if the
institution does not meet all the requirements under the Paris Principles it would serve as a test
of its engagement with the government and the civil society organizations for the UPR process.
NCHR is an autonomous body and can play a vital role in holding the authorities accountable for
the pace and extent of implementation of accepted recommendations.

The role of civil society organizations is no less important. They cannot and must not be content
with merely blaming the government for a lack of implementation of the recommendations.
They must actively engage with the UPR process, giving credit where itis due and enumerating
the areas where the government has made improvement while also highlighting areas that
need to be looked at.

The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan is striving to facilitate consultation among civil
society organizations to discuss the focus and composition of submissions, with a view to
ensure that effective NGO reports are submitted that appropriately reflect the human rights
situation in the country.

As innovative as the UPR might be as a mechanism to promote and defend human rights, it can
only serve the purpose if the government's attention and energies are focused on improving the
human right situation in the country instead of merely striving to come up with excuses and
ploys to save face in the next UPR cycle.
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The universal aspect

The UPR provides an invaluable opportunity for states to reflect and report on the situation of
human rights in the country in a holistic manner, with respect to all international conventions the
state has signed. The process is also universal in the sense that all 193 member states of the
UN are reviewed without exception. The review is periodic and recurring and each state
undergoes the review every four years.

In comparison to the first UPR of Pakistan (2008), the second one (2012) was discussed and
debated much more across the country and beyond and 22 individual and 15 joint submissions

were made.
Ingredients of the review

1. A 20-page national report prepared by
the State concerned on the human rights
situation in the country.

2. A 10-page compilation of prepared by
the Office of the High Commissioner on
Human Rights (OHCHR), containing
information from treaty bodies, special
procedures and UN agencies.

3. A 10-page summary prepared by the
OHCHR containing information from the
civil society.

The recommendations

On March 14th, 2013, in the 22nd HRC Session Pakistan's report was considered and adopted.
The report adopted by the UPR Working Group (called the outcome document) contained
details of the recommendations accepted, noted and rejected by Pakistan. Pakistan received
167 recommendations by various States during its review, out of which the government of
Pakistan rejected one recommendation relating to the repeal of the blasphemy law and agreed
to respond on the remaining 165. During the adoption of the UPR report, Pakistan in its
statement said that out of 165 recommendations, 126 enjoyed the support of the government
and out of these 73 had either been implemented or were in the process of implementation.

There were six other recommendations that Pakistan subsequently rejected, which relate to
some of the most serious human rights violations in the country. These included adopting an
official moratorium on the death penalty with a view to abolishing capital punishment in law and
practice and repealing blasphemy laws. Of the total 165 recommendations, 34
recommendations were noted which meant that Pakistan was considering how to proceed with
regard to those. It has not subsequently communicated either in Pakistan or before the UN its
stance on these 34 recommendations.

Several recommendations accepted by Pakistan were vaguely worded or were not action-
based, which meant that there would either not be much action pursuant to those or such action
would be difficult to effectively monitor.

Mid-term implementation assessment

Over a six-month period during 2015, Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP)
organized, in collaboration with the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ), five consultations
with civil society organizations, lawyers and human rights activists from all parts of Pakistan.
The objective was to assess mid-term implementation of the recommendations that Pakistan
received and accepted during its second UPR in October 2012.
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The UPR process

Promises and potential

Thanks to a flurry of signing and ratification of international rights treaties around 2010,
Pakistan is today a state party to almost all key UN human rights instruments. However, being a
party does not magically lead to implementation of human rights in a state. Besides struggling
with implementation, Pakistan has, over the years, consistently failed to submit the required
periodic reports to the committees established under various human rights instruments that
Pakistanis a party to.

Universal and periodic

In the general context of delayed report submissions, the Universal Periodic Review (UPR)
process of the United Nations offers an invaluable mechanism to assess implementation of the
international human rights mechanisms in Pakistan.

UPR is a mechanism of the United Nations Human Rights Council (HRC), which aims to
improve the human rights situation in each of the 193 UN member countries. The UN General
Assembly established the Human Rights Council in 2006 to replace the existing Human Rights
Commission and tasked the HRC to undertake a UPR of “the fulfilment by each state of its
human rights obligations and commitments in a manner which ensures universality of coverage
and equal treatment with respect to all states”. Since its inception in 2008, all 193 UN member
states have participated in the UPR, which has resulted in the creation of a unique mechanism
in which UN member states can make recommendations to fellow states on how to improve
their human rights performance.

Pakistan underreview
Pakistan has been reviewed twice under the process, the second UPR occurring in late 2012.

In 2013, Pakistan accepted 126 of the 167 recommendations made by various states during its
second UPR at the Human Rights Council, promising not just its citizens but also the
international community that it will take effective steps for the promotion and protection of
human rights. Three years later, when the deadline for submissions for Pakistan's third review
under the UPR process is just around the corner, lack of progress and an ineffective
implementation plan regarding the accepted recommendations calls into question the
government's commitment to human rights as well as the effectiveness of whatever strategy it
has to ensure theirimplementation.

Civil society organisations have expressed a range of disappointments over the manner in
which Pakistan has proceeded after its second UPR. They have faulted the government for not
making public steps that it has taken or intends to take in order to fulfil its promises under the
UPR. They have also decried lack of a concrete and comprehensive action plan to implement
the accepted recommendations.
Steps in the UPR process
= preparation of documentation, including a national report by the state, a
summary of NGO reports, and information on engagement and
compliance with UN-related human rights commitments;
= assessment of national report and preparation of recommendations by
recommending states;
= review of the state under review (SuR) in the UPR working group;
= compilation of a document containing recommendations by states and
voluntary commitments by the SuR;
= preliminary adoption of the report by the HRC; and
= final adoption of the document during a plenary session of the HRC.
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Ahead of the 2015 general elections also, a jirga in Diamer
had barred women from casting their votes. Human rights

organisations had expressed their concerns regarding
disenfranchising women in the region.

Residents said that in late April 2015 also, ahead of the June 8, 2015, general elections
to the legislative assembly, a decision was made by the local clergy and political leaders
to stop 30,000 female voters of Diamer district from polling their votes.

A committee consisting of local clergy and representatives of contesting political parties
declared the female vote 'illicit'. The decision was highly criticized by the civil society
and highlighted by the media. Because of the outrage and condemnation by different
segments of society the election commission took notice of the matter and issued
orders to register a criminal case against members of committee. The election
commission also warned them to withdraw the decision.

The local administration later made arrangements and established polling stations for
women. But on the polling day, the turnout was very low, particularly in GBLA-17 (Darel)
and GBLA-18 (Tangeer), where the percentage of women voters who cast their ballots
remained in single digits.

The residents have reported that the July 2016 decision to bar women voting was kept
concealed for fear of legal action by the ECGB, as had been the case in the June 2015
general elections. The residents have stated in their interviews that that was why the
clerics and the political parties had not opposed the administration establishing the
polling stations for women. This was a ploy, they said, to not invite any censure from the
election commission.

As it was, only a very small number of women were able to visit the polling stations in
GBLA-17 to cast their votes on July 12,2016.

The latest obstacle to women voting in the by-election in Diamer has solidified the long-
held illegal practice of disenfranchising women there.

The residents said that while clerics and politicians might prefer to keep women
disenfranchised for expediency or petty political gains, it is important for the civil society
to consistently highlight and condemn the practice. In the end, it was for the state to
demonstrate through its actions the degree of importance it attaches to women having
a say in matters of governance and democracy.

Unless the authorities, particularly the election commission, proceed to declare null and
void any election where any organised effort seeks to keep women away from voting,
the actors that form alliances to keep women outside the democratic process might only
feel more confidentin proceeding in the manner that they have in the past.

The latest obstacle to women voting in the by-election in

Diamer has solidified the long-held practice of
disenfranchising women there.
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Political participation

GB women disenfranchised yet again

The main claim to fame for Diamer district in Gilgit Baltistan is its scenic beauty, which
has put it firmly on the tourist map. It has, unfortunately, also become known for some
reprehensible instances of violence, particularly against women.

It was here a few years earlier that two young girls and their mother were brutally
murdered in a so-called honour crime because a video showing them enjoying the rain
at their house had been circulated through mobile phone sharing in the area. The video
had eventually come to the knowledge of the girls' stepbrother.

It was in Diamer late last year that only one woman applied for the four vacancies of
female constables in the police department of Diamer district, as women were not
allowed by their families to do so. The only candidate who applied for the post was not
permitted by her husband to have her medical test, a prerequisite for the post. She was
therefore not considered eligible for the post.

Women in Diamer have found it difficult to have a say not only in terms of their
immediate rights but also in terms of matters of governance. This remote region was in
the spotlight once again when, in a by-election in a constituency for the Gilgit Baltistan
Legislative Assembly (GBLA), in July women were barred from voting. This happened
after apparent collusion and consensus among clerics and political leaders.

The by-election for GBLA-18 constituency (Tangeer) in district Diamer was held on July
12, after the representative elected from there in the general election a year earlier died.
The total number of registered voters in the constituency was 15,645. These included
6,000 registered women voters.

The Election Commission of Gilgit Baltistan (ECGB) had established a total of 26
polling stations in the constituency. Twelve out of these polling stations were set up for
women voters. But on the polling day, only a few female voters came to the polling
stations. The overwhelming majority of women did not even venture outside their
homes.

On July 12, 2016, the polling day, only a few women came

to the polling stations. The overwhelming majority did not
even venture outside their homes.

Interviews with residents in the constituency indicate that the local clergy and
representatives of all contesting political parties had reached an agreement to prevent
the women from polling their votes. The cleric-politician alliance urged men to stop
women in their families from leaving their homes on the day of polling so that they could
be kept from visiting the polling stations. The clerics advocated that women's voting
was against the tenants of Islam and it was important to prevent them from casting their
ballots.
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The HRCP special task force in Hyderabad held a demonstration outside the local press club. Civil
society representatives at the demonstration demanded that the government must take all steps to
putan end to enforced disappearance and ensure safe recovery of the 'disappeared'.

Activists, journalists, lawyers and teachers in Multan walked from Nawan Shehr Chowk to the
Multan Press Club holding placards. They stressed that the government must take note of the
monthly reports of the Commission of Inquiry on Enforced Disappearances and address the need to
confront the serious human rights crisis that the continuing disappearance represented. They said
the government must help alleviate the suffering of the families of victims of disappearance.

The continuing prevalence of enforced disappearance is a matter of grave concern because this
practice, which has increased over the years, suggests that at some level they are seen as
acceptable and perhaps also as a preferred mode of dealing with some individuals. It is very
important to highlight the illegality of such actions so that further steps could be taken to curb this
practice. Exempting those who are involved in this human rights violation means that Pakistan is far
from putting an end to enforced disappearance.

The following table shows district-wise breakdown of enforced disappearance reported by HRCP
monitors from selected districts across six regions over the first seven months of 2016.

Enforced disappearance in selected districts across six regions (Jan-Jul 2016)

Balochistan
District/Month Jan Feb March April May June July Total
Gwadar 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 2
Kharan 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 2
Loralai 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 2
Mastung 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 2
Noshki 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 4
Punjgoor 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
Turbat Kech 0 0 0 2 1 1 0 4
Washuk 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
TOTAL 1 4 3 4 3 3 0 18
Sindh

District/Month Jan Feb March April May June July Total
Dadu 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
Jamshoro 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 2
Larkana 1 1 0 1 2 0 0 5
Naushero Feroz 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
Nawabshah 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Sukkur 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 2
TOTAL 1 3 0 3 2 1 2 12

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
District/Month Jan Feb March April May June July Total
Buner 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 2
Peshawar 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 4
Shangla 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
Swabi 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2
TOTAL 4 3 0 1 1 0 0 9

FATA

District/Month Jan Feb March April May June July Total
Mohmand 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 2
North Waziristan 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 4
TOTAL 0 0 1 1 2 2 0 6

TOTAL 45
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* On July 26, a social activist, Abdul
Wahid Baloch, was allegedly picked
up by two men in plain clothes. He
was travelling, along with a friend, in
a passenger van to Karachi from &
Digri Town in Mirpurkhas district, ==
when two men stopped the van.
They checked everyone's identity ==
cards and according to the family, E
upon looking at Abdul Wahid's _ HiSannn_ "ielil'll
identity card, asked him to show A protest march in Multan.
them his phone. After examining his phone, they asked him to step out of the vehicle. Abdul
Wahid's friend saw the victim being taken away in a blue vehicle. The victim is a social
activist. HRCP demanded his immediate release.

A Commission of Inquiry on Enforced Disappearances (CIED), established in 2010 to investigate
cases, identify perpetrators and compensate the aggrieved, operates with limited power and its
orders are not complied with. Generally, people express their lack of trust in the commission of
inquiry as an avenue for redress of the cases.

The UN Working Group on Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances (WGEID), which carried a
fact-finding mission in Pakistan in 2012, has made a host of recommendations to the government on
how to curb this menace. The WGEID made the following recommendations:

* Inclusion of a new and autonomous crime of enforced disappearance in the Pakistan Penal
Code that guarantees that anyone deprived of liberty shall be held at an authorized place of
detention and promptly produced before a judicial authority;

* Enlargement of the commission of enquiry and training for the intelligence and law-
enforcing agencies;

»  Protection of witnesses and victims' families;

* Financial aid to victims' families, specially women and children, and a programme of integral
reparation; and

« Ratification of the Convention for the Protection of All Persons against Enforced
Disappearances and recognition of the competence of the committee under the convention
to consider complaints.

None of these recommendations have been complied with. Instead, the government has passed
laws contrary to human rights standards and in contradiction with the fundamental rights promised
under the Constitution and international human rights treaties. Pakistan has promulgated two
distinct laws, Protection of Pakistan Act of 2014 and Action in Aid of Civil Power Regulation Act of
2011, which provide legal cover to the practice of enforced disappearances.

The United Nations General Assembly has repeatedly described enforced disappearance as an
offence to human dignity and declared August 30 the International Day of the Victims of Enforced
Disappearances. HRCP volunteers and offices held demonstrations in different cities on the day,
urging the government to designate enforced disappearance as a specific crime and ratify the UN
convention against enforced disappearances.

In Lahore, lawyers and activists gathered outside the local press club and raised slogans
demanding an end to disappearance this heinous crime. Renowned rights activist and lawyer Hina
Jilani, who also joined the demonstration, said it was exceptionally shameful that the state had now
resorted to picking up women. She was referring to Zeenat Shahzadi, a journalist and activist, who
has been missing for a year.

Senator Farhatullah Babar of the Pakistan People's Party and former senator Afrasiab Khattak of
the Awami National Party were among the participants that joined the HRCP demonstration in
Islamabad outside National Press Club. The parliamentarians present vowed to raise the enforced
disappearance issue within their political parties and in the parliament. A prominent activist, Amina
Janjua, who heads the Defence of Human Rights Organization, also joined the demonstration.
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home around 2 am when 15 armed men, accompanied by four men in paramilitary uniforms,
raided his home. They came in Toyota Vigo trucks and were carrying assault rifles. The
family of the victim had witnessed the incident and approached the SHO Gwadar to inquire
abouttheir son. The police said the matter did not fall in their jurisdiction.

Demonstration in Lahore on August 30.

*  OnJune 10, two men were picked up around 11 pmin Noshki, by more than 20 men, some of
them dressed in civilian clothes and others in FC uniforms. The families contacted the
district's deputy commissioner who said that he had been picked up over suspicion of
working for Afghan security agencies. Witnesses reported that the men came in Toyota Vigo
trucks with tinted windows and were carrying assault rifles. The victims were travelling to the
city in a car when the armed personnel ordered them to stop. Upon their refusal, the
personnel opened fire and burst the tyres of the vehicle. The two victims were taken to an
unidentified location for investigation. The deputy commissioner also informed the victims'
families that the government was conducting a joint investigation.

Intermaionat iy el the iviis
&1 | of Enforced Disappearaeies
ogist T

Demonstration in Islamabad.

* OnJune 12, a man was picked up by security forces from the area of Khani Khel, in Bannu,
where he was living as a displaced person for the last two years. He was picked up around 4
pm from his house on suspicion of having links with terrorists. The family reported that the
security forces came in a Datsun vehicle, clad in military uniforms. The family did not inquire
about the victim from the authorities due to fear that the authorities would harm him. No case
had been registered with the police and the victim was still missing.
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The non-magical disappearing act

South Asia has among the highest number of alleged victims of enforced disappearance in the
world. This serious rights violation occurs in all states in this region. Enforced or involuntary
disappearance has become a nationwide problem in Pakistan.

Under international law, an enforced disappearance is the arrest, abduction or detention by State
agents, or by people acting with the authorization, support or acquiescence of the State, followed by
a refusal to acknowledge the detention or by concealing the fate or whereabouts of the
“disappeared” person which places the person outside the protection of the law.

Enforced disappearance flies in the face of the state-citizen relationship where the state is under an
obligation to protect the citizen's life, liberty and other rights. In the case of disappearance, however,
the state becomes a violator itself. Besides the impact on the 'disappeared' person, her or his family
also faces tremendous pain and suffering and the added torture of not knowing what has happened
to the victim.

Enforced disappearance cases have most frequently been reported from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan over the years. However, in the last few years, instances of individuals being
'disappeared' from Sindh have also started emerging.

The Supreme Court has heard petitions regarding enforced disappearance since late 2006. The
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) has been a petitioner before the court, representing
hundreds of 'disappeared' persons. Although many people have been released, not a single
perpetrator has been held accountable for 'disappearing’ citizens. Many cases still remain pending
in higher courts or with an inquiry commission established by the government. Media coverage and
reports submitted by HRCP field monitors indicate that disappearance incidents are occurring in all
parts of the country.

The following chart shows the number of enforced disappearance cases reported in the first seven
months of 2016 by HRCP monitors in 60 districts across six regions in Pakistan.
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In the seven months under review, a total of 45 cases of enforced disappearance incidents were
reported - 18 from Balochistan, 12 from Sindh, nine from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and six from
Federally Administered Tribal Areas. No cases were reported from Gilgit Baltistan and South Punjab
during these seven months.Some emblematic cases are as follows:

+ On May 6, Sono Khan Buledi and his two sons (Hussain Buledi and Asghar Buledi) were
picked up in Jamshoro district of Sindh, by at least six personnel of the Kotri police. The only
apparent reason for their abduction was their reported affiliation with the nationalist party
Jeay Sindh Qaumi Mahaz (JSQM). The policemen, some in uniform and others in plain
clothes, came to the victims' house in a police patrol vehicle around 9 pm. According to the
information collected from the family and media, the police harassed the family members
before they took away Sono and his two sons. The place of their confinement was unknown
and the victims remained missing.

* On March 20, a 25-year-old man, Bashir, was picked up in Gwadar, by armed men wearing
FC uniform over his suspected involvement in criminal activities. Bashir was sleeping at his
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. Universal Declaration of Human Rights made simple

This page includes a simplified version of the text of Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR). None of the 30 rights enumerated in the UDHR have precedence over each other, that is
to say that they are all equal to each other. The states have an obligation to protect and promote all
these rights.

The Declaration affirms the dignity and worth of all people, and the equal rights of women and
men. The human rights described here are the common standard for all people everywhere.

Article1 Everyone is born free and equal in dignity and with rights.

Article 2 You should never be discriminated against for any reason. Rights belong to all
people, whatever our differences.

Article 3 Everyone has the rights to life, liberty and security.

Article 4 No one shall be held in slavery or servitude.

Article 5 No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment.

Article 6 You have the right to be treated as a person in the eyes of the law.

Article7 You have the right to be treated by the law in the same way as everyone else.
Everyone has aright to protection against violations of their human rights.

Article 8 If your rights under law are violated, you have the right to see justice done in a
courtor tribunal.

Article 9 No one shall be subject to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.

Article10 You have the right to a fair and public trial by an independent and impatrtial tribunal.

Article 11 Everyone is to be presumed innocent until proven guilty in a fair trial. No one

should be charged with a criminal offence for an act which wasn't an offence at the
time the actwas done.

Article 12 Noone has the right to intrude in your private life or interfere with your home and
family without good reason. Norone has the right to attack your good name
without reason.

Article13 You have the right to freedom of movement within your country. Everyone has the
righttoleave a country and to return home.

Article 14 You have the right to seek and to enjoy asylum from persecution in other countries.

You may notinvoke this right if fleeing just laws in your own country.

Article 15 You have the right to a nationality.

Article 16 You have the right to marry and to raise a family. Men and women have the same
rights when they are married and when they are separated.

Article17 You have the right to own property and it cannot randomly be taken away from you.
Article18 You have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion and to
peacefully express those beliefs in teaching, practice and worship.

Article 19 You have the right to freedom of opinion and expression.

Article 20 You have the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.

Article 21 You have the right to take partin the government of your country.

Article 22 As a member of society, you have a right to social security.

Article 23 You have the right to work, to good working conditions, to equal pay for equal work
and to formand join unions.

Article 24 You have the righttorest and leisure.

Article 25 You have the right to a decent life, including enough food, clothing, housing,
medical care and social services.
Article 26 You have the right to an education.

Article 27 Nol one may stop you from participating in the cultural life of your community.

Article 28 You have the right to live in the kind of world where your rights and freedoms are
respected.

Article 29 We all have a responsibility to the people around us and should protect their rights
and freedoms.

Article 30 There is nothing in this declaration that justifies any person or country taking away

the rights to which we are all entitled.
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