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who fired the shots. Even if the shooter or shooters were not law enforcement personnel, the
state still has the obligation to protect those exercising their right to peaceful protest.

The incident is problematic at other levels too. Nothing

Excessive and should divert attention from the fact that the PIA employees
unlawful levels of
violence by state

security forces remain

had repeatedly voiced their misgivings over the proposed
privatization of the airline.

Itis a matter of grave concern that the employees' concerns
. were not addressed to the point where they apparently
among the primary concluded that marching towards the airport, or perhaps
impediments to civil showing their determination or numbers on the streets, was
it ; the best course available to them. The Human Rights
and political rlghts Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) had publicly stated that it
throthOUt the world. would have been better if the matter was handled in a
manner that did not necessitate street protests.

Itis hoped that the inquiry being conducted is to the satisfaction of the families of the deceased,
that it finds the shooters, and that they are swiftly brought to justice. It is important that the
findings are made public and do not join several previous reports which were never shared with
the people.

Besides making every effort to ensure that differences over this issue did not lead to any further
violence or confrontation, it is important to address the important issue of training those
engaged in crowd control.

It was hoped that the 126-day Islamabad Dharna would have contributed to the strengthening of
the freedom of peaceful assembly and the right to peaceful protest, but the inevitable
conclusion is that there one set of rules and tolerance level for members of large-scale protests
with the backing of political parties intent on forcing the government into a corner, while for most
others different and much harsher rule apply.

Smart crowd management could pre-empt and avoid flare-ups and clashes and ensure the
rights to freedom of peaceful assembly. Few assemblies with legitimate sets of demands
assemble with a prior aim of clashing with the police. Often peaceful assemblies turn violent
after the authorities use force against them.

Excessive and unlawful levels of violence by state security forces remains one of the primary
impediments to civil and political rights throughout the world. It is important to inculcate among
the law enforcers that an agent of the state using physical force against anyone, which has not
been made necessary by his or her own conduct s a violation of that person's rights.

At the minimum, the law enforcers should be educated that the key determining factors must at
leastinclude the following:

n As far as possible, non-violent means should be used to resolve any situation, before
the use of any degree of force can be considered.

m Any use of force must have a lawful objective, such as prevention of injury to others or
damage to property, and it must be considered how immediate and grave is the threat posed.

] Not only must the use of force be necessary but also proportionate to the nature and
gravity of the threat faced.

m The potential for adverse consequences from the use of force, including the risk of
possible escalation and the exposure of others to harm must be carefully assed. What is the
minimum level of force required to attain the objective identified, and would the use of that level
of force be proportionate or excessive also needs to be considered.
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deal with protests

Harsh treatment of citizens assembling in public places to raise various demands, at the hands
of law enforcement and security personnel has not been a rare occurrence in Pakistan.

In fact, the 2014 Islamabad Dharna (sit-in) was perhaps the exception in terms of police not
being its usual trigger- and baton-happy self, even when groups of protesters resorted to rioting
and vandalizing, most notably during an attack on the state-owned Pakistan Television (PTV).

Frequently, however, the crowd control role of the police and security agency personnel at hand
concludes with the use of force or eruption of clashes with the protesters.

That is not to say that in no circumstances can force be used against a group of protesters, but
the decision must be made in light of well-known standards. These standards demand that the
use of force should only be a measure of last resort and the extent of the force used must be
reasonable and proportionate to the threat posed.

The latest incident of violence in a demonstration, with the police and security forces personnel
in attendance, occurred in Karachi on February 2. Employees of Pakistan International Airlines
(PIA) were protesting against the proposed privatization of the airline. Television footage
showed police and Rangers personnel using batons, water cannon and tear gas against
protesters when they began to move towards the airport. The protesters pushed back.

By the time the clash ended, two PIA employees had died, of bullet wounds it was later
established, and four other persons were injured.

Rangers were blamed for the incident but both police and Rangers were quick to state that their
respective personnel had not used any firearms. An inquiry has been launched to determine
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when uniformed FC men arrived in three vehicles arrived there. They apparently asked to see
the ledger as well as the cell phone of one of the brothers. After going through the ledger, they
asked one of the brothers to accompany them. They assured the other brother that they just
needed to investigate a small matter the brother accompanying them would return shortly.
However, he did not return. His family refused to file a case, stating that they did not try to
lodge a case because they worried for their son's safety.

] In DG Khan, in April, three men in civilian clothes who had arrived in a police van
entered a man's house and told him that he was under arrest even though there was no case
lodged against him and no arrest warrant. They told his father to visit the Civil Line police
station the following day. However, when he
did so the police station in-charge told him that s continuing prevalence of

police had neither raided their house, nor : :
arrested his son. A petition submitted to the enforced dlsappearance in

Lahore High Court, Multan bench, for the |ELGICUNCIENNEN TR
recovery of the missing mane was pending. concern. In the presence of
" In May, a local journalist, Mohammad [RIg]IVIaTIAA{ I R o LIg o T-1 iR 1{e] CH

Qadeer Dawar, was picked up by security it seems unlikely that

forces' personnel in Bannu. He had been . .
stopped at Muslim Gate check post in Bannu Pakistan will see the back of

Cantonment in the North Waziristan Agency IRUULSRITIECITelVER I Ty e[ g) €
and asked to show his identity card, after which violation any time soon.

the security forces blindfolded him, put himin a
car and took him to an unidentified location. He
was keptin detention for five days and then released at midnightin the same area.

| In July, FC personnel along with a Levies unit arrested three men from the main Muslim
Commercial Bank branch in Pasni. The three included the bank's senior manager. Their
identity was checked and they were taken away in two official FC vehicles. It was alleged that
two men were members of a separatist group and the manager had been taken into custody
because of his close links with them.

] In Naushero Feroze, in the month of July, a man, who was a member of Jeay Sindh
Muttahida Mahaz (JSMM) nationalist party was picked up along with a relative at Bharya
Road by six men in civilian clothes who came in two cars. They forced both men into the cars
but later threw out the JSSMM activist's relative. The family approached the police and filed a
complaint. The identity of the abductors was not known but the family feared that he might
have been taken by state agents as part of a crackdown on nationalist activists.

[ In South Waziristan, in August, a man who was protesting against inadequate health
facilities at an agency headquarter hospital was picked up by local police force (Khasadar)
and taken to an unidentified place. His whereabouts remained unknown.

[ In August, a human rights activist, was picked from his house in Quetta around midnight
by uniformed security forces' personnel, and a few masked men in civilian clothes. The family
said the men talked to her father for several minutes, then confiscated their phones and took
him away.

[ In September, a man from Turbat was picked up abducted by FC personnel while he
was going to his house. He had been a member of student organisation banned because of
links with the separatist militants.

The continuing prevalence of enforced disappearance is a matter of serious concern and
suggests that at some level they are seen as an acceptable, or perhaps even preferred, mode
of dealing with individuals suspected of certain actions. The importance of highlighting the
illegality of such actions cannot be stressed strongly enough. Without ending impunity for the
perpetrators, it seems unlikely that Pakistan will see the back of this horrendous human rights
violation any time soon.
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Some of the emblematic cases reported from the districts in question are as follows:

[ In January, in Sukkur, two men, both office bearers of nationalist party Jeay Sindh
Tehreek, were picked up by men in plain clothes and taken to an unidentified location. Neither
of them was involved in any criminal activity and no case was registered against them. The
families of the victims protested outside Sukkur Press Club and demanded their release.
They feared that the two men had been picked up by security agencies and would suffer the
same fate as other nationalists whose dead bodies had been found after they were picked up.

[ In February, a man was picked up by personnel of Frontier Corps (FC) paramilitary force
from his house in Quetta, at 6 in the morning. He had been working with a local NGO called
Poverty Alleviation Authority Organisation. He had also been associated in the past with a
student organisation banned because of links with the separatist militants. He was picked up
along with a friend, who was at his home when the FC men raided the premises. The friend
was released the same month but he refused to share information regarding the incident.

] Three men who had been disappeared from Buner in 2014 were released in February
from the custody of the security forces. A resident of village Pir Baba, who was picked up by
uniformed security forces personnel in September 2014, over alleged links to the Taliban, was
one of the men released. He spoke of being questioned for several days and of “harsh and
rude treatment” by the security forces. He was released when they became certain that he
was innocent. The man in question stated however, that he was not tortured physically. The
second person, a resident of village Beaushinaye had been picked up in March 2014. He was
apparently tortured and had scars and wounds on his body.

[ In March, a resident of vilage Damnor in Abbotabad was picked up by seven men in
security forces' uniforms and two in plain clothes during a raid at his residence. All nine men
had scaled the boundary wall and the family saw them when they had reached their veranda.
There were four vehicles with more men outside the gate. According to the victim's brother,
the uniformed men enquired whether there were any guests from Karachi staying at their
house. The victim had been studying at a madrassa in Karachi and was a member of a
preaching group. He had returned home three months earlier and had been working as a
labourer. They also snatched the family members' cell phones and laptops. The family tried to
lodge a case with the police regarding his disappearance but the police refused to comply.

[ ] In March, security forces' personnel raided the private clinic of a doctor in the bazaar in
Pir Baba village in Buner and took him to an unidentified location for questioning. Aday earlier,
men believed to be Taliban militants were reported to have visited his clinic for treatment of a
wounded individual. The doctor's whereabouts remained unknown.

[ In April, the secretary general of religious group, Jamaat Ahl-e-Sunnat, was picked up
by armed men in civil and FC uniforms from Allahabad area, in Hub sub-district of Lasbela.
According to his family, he was taken into custody because of his involvement with banned
militant groups.

[ Three incidents of enforced disappearance were reported from Gwadar district in April.
On April 24, a man named Shabbir, who ran a auto spare-parts shop near Airport Road, sat
there with a friend. A van stopped in front of the shop and masked armed men along with
uniformed FC personnel entered the shop and grabbed hold of Shabbir. They searched the
shop and confiscated his cell phone. Shabbir's friend tried to stop the personnel and asked
why Shabbir was being taken away. Upon this, the men taking away Shabbir and they also
took his friend with them. The incident was narrated by other shopkeepers who refused to be
named. On April 30, plain clothed men, allegedly belonging to intelligence agencies, along
with men in FC uniform, surrounded some houses in Naya Abad village around 5:00am and
took away seven men. One of the men was a sweeper at Gwadar Bar Association and after
his disappearance the local lawyers boycotted the court proceedings on April 30. The rest
were mainly businessmen. The families did not file cases because they feared for the safety
of the disappeared persons. Also on April, 30, two brothers, were at their shop in Jannat Bazar
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. Enlargement of the commission of enquiry and training for the intelligence and law-
enforcing agencies;

. Protection of witnesses and victims' families;

. Financial aid to victims' families, specially women and children, and a programme of
integral reparation; and

. Ratification of the Convention for the Protection of All
Persons against Enforced Disappearances and
recognition of the competence of the committee under the
convention to consider complaints.

Unfortunately, the
recommendations
made by the UN
Unfortunately, none of these recommendations have been Working Group on

Enforced and

complied with. Instead, the government has passed laws
contrary to human rights standards and in utter contrast to the
fundamental rights guaranteed in the Constitution and the Involuntary
promises made under international human rights treaties. The MEETo]ol-E1g1gled-13
situation of Pakistan regarding missing persons is unique in (WGElD) which
particular in the sense it has promulgated distinct laws that [ - .
provide legal cover to the practice of enforced disappearance. visited Pakistan in
2012, have not

Under the Protection of Pakistan Act of 2014, based on been followed.
reasonable suspicion, itis legal to deprive any person of liberty for
90 days without warrant. Action in Aid of Civil Power Regulation of
2011 provides legal protection to the actions and operations of the security forces. This law
allows for the detention of individuals at internment centres, which can be a compound, house,
building, facility or any temporary or permanent structure. Civil society organisations and rights
activists have denounced the Action in Aid of Civil Power Regulation of 2011 enforced in
Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) and Provincially Administered Tribal areas (PATA)
asitviolates the basic rights of citizens.

Enforced disappearance highincidence regions (selected districts)—2015

Afocused monitoring by Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) in around 60 districts
across six regions of Pakistan highlighted as many as 127 cases of enforced disappearances in
2015. All of the cases mentioned in the table are from the year 2015.

Enforced disappearances in selected districts across six regions — 2015
Region Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | Total
Balochistan | 5 1 4 5 4 12 [2 |6 12 |4 8 3 66
Sindh 3 0 1 0 4 0 4 |3 2 0 3 22
KP 0 |2 4 1 2 7 3 o 4 5 0 28
South 0 |0 0 1 0 0 0o |o 0 0 0 0 1
Punjab
FATA 2 1 0 1 0 |1 1 2 2 10
Gilgit 0 |0 0 0 0 0 0 |o 0 0 0 0 0
Baltistan
Total 10 |4 9 7 11 19 [9 |10 |14 1 |15 |8 127
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Making the visible
invisible

Enforced and involuntary disappearances have become well known terms in Pakistan over the
course of the last decade. The news media has gradually worked up the nerve to reporton some
cases of disappearance. The Supreme Court of Pakistan and the high courts have heard for
years pleas by desperate families seeking details about the whereabouts and recovery of
missing relatives.

The Supreme Court started hearing cases of missing persons in late 2006 and although scores
of persons have been traced and/or released during this period, no state functionary has been
identified or held accountable for their role in these crimes. Hundreds of cases remain pending
in higher courts or with an inquiry commission established by the government.

In focused monitoring of critical human rights violations in around 60 districts of the country,
HRCP noticed continued enforced disappearances in all parts of the country in 2015, with the
highest number of cases recorded in Balochistan. As many as 28 cases were reported in
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, out of a total of 127 incidents of enforced disappearances reported from
the monitored districts in 2015.

The UN Working Group on Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances (WGEID), which carried

out a fact-finding mission in Pakistan in 2012, made a host of recommendations to the

government on how to curb this menace. The main WGEID recommendations included the

following:

. Inclusion of a new and autonomous crime of enforced disappearance in the Pakistan
Penal Code that guarantees that anyone deprived of liberty shall be held at an
authorized place of detention and promptly produced before a judicial authority;
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kicked, punched and beat him with sticks for
an hour and a half. They made him sign a
reconciliation agreement later and warned
him against telling anyone about the incident.
Members of the local union of journalists
protested outside the police station after this
incident and the superintendent of police
suspended three police personnel.

] In March, a journalist in Badin district
of Sindh, received death threats on the phone
and was also verbally abused by men
associated with the local drug mafia for
writing against them. He lodged a complaint
with the police but no case was registered.

In March, three armed men came to

the house of a local journalist in Naushero
Ferzoe, Sindh, and demanded that he step
outside. Once he came outside the house,
they beat him and threatened him over
submitting a report on the land mafia that had
allegedly grabbed government property and
graveyard land. The victim lodged a
complaint with the police and also filed a
petition against the land grabbers in the Sindh
High Court.
u In May, following a conflict between
Zulfigar Mirza, a former Pakistan People's
Party (PPP) minister, and other senior
members of the party, five journalists who had
been apparently been considered to be
writing in support of Mirza were taken into
custody and beaten up by the police in Badin.
The police also allegedly registered false
cases against some of the victims.

u In May, policemen threatened two
journalists who had written against a land
mafia group in Sahity News, a local weekly
newspaper in Naushero Feroze. They said
that unless the journalists stopped their
reporting they would face dire consequences.
= In May, some policemen stopped two
journalists in Umerkot, Sindh, and asked
them for a bribe. On their refusal, they were
beaten up, threatened, and locked up in a
police van for three hours. The following day,
journalists held a protest against the officers
concerned. The Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) suspended the policemen
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involved and formed an inquiry committee.
u In June, Saeed Hussain Shah, a
journalist working for Sindh Express
newspaper was threatened by an official of
the Irrigation Department for publishing a
story about corruption in the department in
Badin. Local journalists staged a protest
outside the office of the Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP) to demand
action against the accused. The accused
later sent a letter of apology to the journalist,
who decided not to pursue the matter after
that.

u In June, three journalists in Dadu
working for Sindhi language daily newspaper
Kaawish and KTN News TV channel were
attacked in village Jalib Laghari by a local
landlord and his henchmen for filing a report
about his alleged involvement in land
grabbing. They slapped and hit the journalists
with rods, injuring them. Some villagers
alerted the police who rescued the journalists
and filed a case against the landlord and one
of his sons.

= In July, a reporter who worked for
Sindh Express Dharti TV and was covering a
case of reported police torture was stopped
on the way to village Lal Muhammad
Panhwar by patrolling policemen and beaten
up. Local journalists held a protest to demand
action against the policemeninvolved.

On the occasion of World Press Freedom
Day, the United Nations stated that an open
and pluralistic media must work in a safe
environmentwithout fear of reprisal.

The levels of violence against journalists in
Pakistan remain unacceptably high as they
literally risk their lives simply for doing their
work.

The journalists and the news media in
Pakistan routinely face threats on account of
their work. The instances highlighted above
reveal the need for robust legislation, which
not only ensures protection against any
threats or violence, but also address the
widespread issues of impunity for the actors
thattargetthem.
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worked for Geo News and Samaa News TV,
was shot dead by unidentified assailants
outside his house in North Karachi. The
incident took place on Wednesday,
September 9, 2015. The senior journalist was
critically injured in the attack and was taken to
Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where he was
pronounced dead on arrival.

Abdul Azam Shinwari

Abdul Azam Shinwari is a correspondent for
the Associated Press Pakistan (APP) news
agency and Pakistan Television. He
sustained serious injuries when an
unidentified gunman opened fire on him in a
Peshawar suburb on Tuesday, September
10, 2015. He was rushed to Hayatabad
Medical Complex. The journalist sustained
three bullet injuries in his legs. The attacker
managed to escape.

Zaman Mehsud

Zaman Mehsud worked for Nai Baat and
Daily Ummat. He was also a human rights
activist and associated with Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan. Mehsud was
gunned down in a drive-by shooting in Tank, a
southern district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, on
Tuesday, November 3, 2015. Mehsud was
going to Tank from Gomal Bazaar on his
motorcycle when he was attacked. He was
injured and taken to the District Headquarters
Hospital (DHQ) which referred him to the
DHQ Hospital in Dera Ismail Khan where he
succumbed to his injuries. A Taliban faction
claimed responsibility for his assassination.
None of the perpetrators has been arrested.
Ironically, Mehsud was targeted one day after
the International Day to End Impunity against
Journalists was observed the world over.

Hafeez Ur Rehman

Hafeez Ur Rehman was associated with Neo
TV and was the chief editor of Daily Asia, a
local weekly newspaper. He was shot and
killed in the suburbs of his native Kohat district
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He had received
three bullets and died on the spot. The
incident occurred on Sunday, November 22,
2015.

Attack on Duniya TV office in Faisalabad
On Friday, November 20, 2015, unidentified
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attackers hurled a hand grenade at the
Faisalabad bureau office of Dunya News,
injuring three people. The grenade attack
also damaged vehicles parked at the office.
The attackers threw pamphlets, purporting to
be from a militant group, which contained
threats against the media organisation and
journalists.

Attack on Express News TV office in
Sarghoda

On Monday, December 7, 2015, unidentified
attackers hurled a grenade at the Sargodha
bureau of Express News TV channel. A
security guard was injured and the building's
exteriorwas damaged.

Monitoring in selected districts

Focused monitoring by HRCP monitors
located in around 55 districts across Pakistan
during the course of 2015 revealed many
other attacks on journalists. The attacks were
the consequence of a variety of reasons
including reporting against local group of land
grabbers, drug mafia, government
departments or political parties, and for
covering sensitive human rights issues.

u In January, a journalist working for
daily Sobh was threatened by an assistant
commissioner after reporting against the local
land mafia in Naushero Feroze. The
commissioner reportedly told the journalist
that he could be killed orimplicated in a case if
he did not stop reporting against the land
mafia. The local journalists' community
staged a protest against the commissioner.

u In February, a journalist who had
written about the inefficiency and poor
management of a district hospital in Skardu
was threatened on phone by the medical
superintendent and some other officials of the
hospital. He was told that he would face dire
consequences if he wrote about them again.

u In March, police briefly took into
custody a journalist in Skardu who had
argued with policemen who had asked him to
move his car to a parking area. The journalist
had argued that other people had also parked
their cars where his car was parked. Anumber
of policemen took him to a police station and
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The plight of

journalists in Pakistan

The Global Impunity Index of international
media watchdog Committee to Protect
Journalists (CPJ) has consistently ranked
Pakistan among the worst countries in terms
of impunity for perpetrators of lethal violence
against the journalists.

In 2014, the International Federation of
Journalists listed Pakistan as the most
dangerous place for those working with
media, with 14 recorded deaths that year.

State and non-state actors have long
intimidated the free media and tried to use
violence or threats of violence to dictate what
the media ought or ought not cover and, by
extension, what is the extent of people's right
to know.

Each time a journalist is threatened, attacked
or killed, with the associated impunity, the
intimidation, fear, and at times self-
censorship, are reinforced.

Journalists' unions have tried to challenge
this onslaught on the freedom o expression
and media workers safety. Pakistan Federal
Union of Journalists (PFUJ) has protested
attacks on journalists, demonstrated the
state's inability to provide protection to them
and demanded justice for those who have
been threatened, injured or killed on account
of their work. However, the efforts by the
PFUJ and other journalist and civil society
groups have so far failed to persuade the
authorities to protect journalists and end the
impunity for their attackers.
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Journalists' bodies are also pursuing the
government to introduce effective legislative
measures to bring an end to impunity for
violence against the journalists and to ensure
afree and safe media in the country.

Several attacks on prominent journalists and
media establishments in 2015 have been
highlighted by PFUJ to demonstrate how
perilous media work continues to be in
Pakistan. These include the following:

Zafarullah Jatak

Jatak worked for Quetta Urdu daily Intikhab,
as a part-time correspondent. Over the past
15 years, many other journalists associated
with Intikhab have become casualties in
targeted violent attacks. He was shot dead in
Osta Muhammad town of Jaffarabad district
early on Sunday, June 28, 2015. According to
news reports, armed men broke into his house
and opened fire. He received multiple injuries
and died instantly.

Arshad Ali Jafferi

Arshad Ali Jaffari worked as a DSNG engineer
for Geo News media channel in Karachi and
was critically injured in a targeted attack on the
DSNG van. He later succumbed to his
wounds. The incident took place in
Bahadurabad area on Tuesday, September 8,
2015. The DNSG van driver was also injured
in the attack and was rushed to a local hospital
fortreatment.

Aftab Alam
Aftab Alam, a senior journalist who had
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International Women's
Day (March 8) is a global
day celebrating the social,
economic, cultural and political
achievements of women. It also marks a
call to action for accelerating gender parity.

The United Nations observance on 8 March this
year reflects on how to accelerate the 2030
Agenda, building momentum for the effective
implementation of the new Sustainable
Development Goals. It equally focuses on new
commitments under UN Women's Step It Up initiative,
and other existing commitments on gender equality,
women's empowerment and women's human rights.

The 2016 theme for International Women's Day is
“Planet 50-50 by 2030: Step It Up for Gender Equality”.

As things stand, however, it seems certain that achieving
parity might take much longer, in fact a century longer than the
2030 deadline being proclaimed this year.

The World Economic Forum predicted in 2014 that it would take

until 2095 to achieve global gender parity. One year later, in 2015, they

estimated that a slowdown in the already glacial pace of progress meant the
gender gap would not close entirely until 2133.

By pledging for parity on this day, let everyone, men and women:
. help women and girls achieve their ambitions

challenge conscious and unconscious bias

call for gender-balanced leadership

value women and men's contributions equally

create inclusive, flexible cultures

For more on the pledge: http://www.internationalwomensday.com/Pledge
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as a human right

Education is a prerequisite for the exercise of all other human rights. That is why the UN committee
that oversees the implementation of the International Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural
Rights, which Pakistan ratified in 2008, calls education both a human right in itself and an
indispensable means of realizing other human rights. Unless due commitment and priority is attached
to the obligations that Pakistan has signed on to, the human rights promised to the people in Pakistan
through the constitution or international rights treaties remain little more than words.

Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Article 26

(1) Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and
fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and professional
education shall be made generally available and higher education shall be equally accessible to all on
the basis of merit.

(2) Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the
strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote
understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall
further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
Article13
° The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to education. They agree
that education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and the sense of its
dignity, and shall strengthen the respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. They further
agree that education shall enable all persons to participate effectively in a free society, promote
understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations and all racial, ethnic or religious groups,
and further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.
o The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that, with a view to achieving the full realization
ofthis right:
Primary education shall be compulsory and available free to all;
Secondary education in its different forms, including technical and vocational secondary
education, shall be made generally available and accessible to all by every appropriate
means, and in particular by the progressive introduction of free education;
Higher education shall be made equally accessible to all, on the basis of capacity, by every
appropriate means, and in particular by the progressive introduction of free education;

Convention on the Rights of the Child

Article 29
States Parties agree that Education of the Child shall be directed to:
(a) The development of the child's personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to their
fullest potential;
(b) The development of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, and for the
principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations;
(c) The development of respect for the child's parents, his or her own cultural identity, language

and values, for the national values of the country in which the child is living, the country from
which he or she may originate, and for civilizations different from his or her own;

(d) The preparation of the child for responsible life in a free society, in the 260 State of
Human Rights in 2014 spirit of understanding, peace, tolerance, equality of sexes, and
friendship among all peoples, ethnic, national and religious groups and persons of
indigenous origin;

(e) The development of respect for the natural environment.

Constitution of Pakistan

Article 25 (A)

The State shall provide free and compulsory education to all children of the age of five to sixteen years in such
manner as may be determined by law.
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