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Condemnations galore
The attack has been followed by strong condemnation and calls for reassessing the counter-
terrorism strategy.

While strongly condemning the Charsadda terrorist attack the Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan (HRCP) has called for a critical reappraisal of the operations against terrorists and a more
stringent implementation of the National Action Plan (NAP), especially the agenda for dealing with
centres and organizations responsible for the training of and assistance to terrorist groups.

In a statement HRCP expressed its grief at the terrorist attack on the Bacha Khan University in
Charsadda and conveyed its condolences to the families of the innocent persons, 18 of them young
students, who were gunned down by the raiders.
'Pakistan will invite
“The incident should be most vigorously condemned for several BETEEIEYE i R R1T
reasons. First, as in the case of the attack on the Army Public School HPYYYe - Re AR 1
in Peshawar, the terrorists targeted students, that is, the future of wave of terrorism are
Pakistan, and that shows what great enemies of Pakistani people not heeded. The fact
they are. Secondly, this is the third major incident of terrorism within
as many weeks and it confirms that the terrorists still enjoy the
freedom to attack wherever they wish. And, thirdly, this incident
should be taken as a continuation of the war the terrorists have been
waging against the Awami National Party (ANP) for its nationalist,
secular and anti-extremism policies, in the course of which it has lost

that Awami National
Party (ANP) is under

extremists' attack
should not make other
political parties

hundreds of activists and sympathisers,” the commission said. Cqmplace"t- Their turn
might also come and
Heeding the lessons perhaps sooner than

Referring to previous bouts of terrorist attacks that had targeted a K {el=Ig {-Telg
few political parties and others had not responded strongly, thinking
that they were safe as long as they did not upset the terrorist, HRCP
has stated: “Pakistan will invite greater perils if the lessons of the latest wave of terrorism are not
heeded. The fact that ANP is under extremists' attack should not make other political parties
complacent. Their turn might also come and perhaps sooner than expected. All parties must
therefore wholeheartedly join the struggle against terrorism. In particular, the KP government should
reconsider its policy of weaning the extremists away from violence by offering them milk and honey.”

The immediate response of the authorities was to shut down the schools, colleges and universities
in most parts of the country. The educational institutions, which were initially closed in Punjab on the
pretext of the harsh winter chill, were supposed to reopen once adequate security against such
attacks was putin place.

One way such an approach was interpreted was as an acknowledgement of sorts that the terrorists
could perhaps not be prevented from mounting attacks on educational institutions and for as long as
that was the case security needed to be hiked to stop them outside the campuses they might target.

HRCP has emphasized that the emphasis should “shift from turning educational institutions into
military garrisons to attacking the sources of threats. While the security forces' prompt response to
the Charsadda attack is heartening, a critical reappraisal of the military operation against the
terrorists cannot be deferred. This much is also clear from the Senate resolution on the subject.
Above all, the National Action Plan will not yield the desired result without a crackdown on
institutions and groups that train terrorists or help them otherwise.”
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Countering terror on campuses

I'1 ] ]

The December 2014 attack on Army Public School (APS) in Peshawar was more than just the worst
terrorist assault on Pakistan. It has often been referred to as a watershed moment, which brought
unanimity in the resolve of the nation, and its security forces, in eradicating militant and terrorist

'The emphasis
should shift from
turning educational
institutions into
military garrisons to
attacking the
sources of threats.
While the security
forces' prompt
response to the
Charsadda attack is
heartening, a
critical reappraisal
of the military
operation against
the terrorists
cannot be deferred.’

elements of all hues.

Credit is due for the efforts by the government, parliament and the
security forces' action post-APS attack. This appears to have had
some impact in reclaiming the writ of the state in large swathes, which
had long served as safe havens for terrorists.

An attack on Bacha Khan University in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's
Charsadda district on 20th January 2016, however, demonstrated
clear evidence that the terrorists retained the ability to target
educational institutions and mow down the nation's youth who have
chosen to pursue modern education that the terrorists disapprove of.
The attack also called into question the effectiveness of Pakistan's
drive to eradicate militancy and terrorism.

Déjavu

At least four gunmen had scaled the walls of the university in
Charsadda and opened fire on students and faculty members as they
gathered for a poetry recital to commemorate the death anniversary
of the activist and leader whom the school is named after. As many as
21 students and faculty members were killed. Many students were
injured as well.

The mastermind of the APS attack, belonging to a faction of the banned Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) claimed the attack through a post on a social media website.
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the girl's family that they had been forgiven and should return to Mardan. When they returned, they
were shot and killed. The male victim's brother registered a case against the accused.

J In June, a man murdered his 14-year old daughter in Umerkot over the suspicion that she
was having an affair. He later surrendered to the police and confessed his crime, saying he had
poisoned his daughter because she had blemished the family's honour by establishing 'immoral
relations' with a neighbor.

J The same month in Ghotki, a man shot and killed his sister over suspicion that she was
having an affair with a relative. However, the victim's family claimed that the perpetrator wanted to
extract money from the opposing party through a jirga decision by accusing them of allegedly
creating the circumstances that led to the woman's murder. The matter was taken to a jirga, which
decided toimpose a 0.6 million rupees fine on the victim's alleged paramour.

o In June, a man in Multan threw gasoline on his wife while she slept, burning her to death,
because he believed that she was having an affair. The accused was arrested but was released
later after a compromise was reached between him and the family of the deceased, which
intimated the police that they wished to withdraw the case.

o In Abbotabad, in July, a man shot and killed his sister and a man he suspected she was
having an affair with. The perpetrator believed that they had been texting each other, and used her
phone to send a text message to the male victim, asking him to come to a place where he shot him
dead and then gunned down his sister. The perpetrator later went to the police station and
confessed his crime.

o In Bannu, in the month of July, a woman whose husband was abroad and who was living at
her parents' house was gunned down by one of her brothers, for allegedly using her mobile phone
to have an affair. The perpetrator fled after killing her. Her other brother told the police that his
brother had fired at him in a fight and the bullet had accidentally hit his sister. Acase was registered
on a complaint by the family.

o In Jamshoro, in July, a woman was gunned down by her father-in-law and uncle after she
had sought a divorce from her husband. They said she was seeking a divorce because she had an
affair. Both perpetrators were arrested.

o In August, members of Aliabad village in Hunza-Nagar threatened a woman's family for
supporting her to marry a man of her choice. The woman had married a boy with the blessing of his
mother and uncle but the extended family did not agree to the union. They forced the bride's father
to divorce his wife and send her back to her parents' home and beat his other daughters. The
youngest daughter had to discontinue her studies due to the harassment.

o In Dera Ismail Khan, in the month of September, a man shot his ex-wife, her husband and
their 11-year-old daughter. The daughter was killed while the ex-wife and husband sustained
injuries. The couple had divorced two years ago and she had taken their daughter with her. The
perpetrator was angry over his ex-wife's decision to remarry.

The list of cases seems unending, but these should suffice to facilitate an understanding of the
perils women face for having a say in marriage decisions, and often simply because someone in
their family has a suspicion, however unfounded, that they are having an affair. This particular
category of rights violation is a particularly dangerous one for the monitors investigating the cases.
Several HRCP monitors have been threatened by the victims' relatives with dire consequences if
they reported orinvestigated the dishonour crimes.

In the circumstances, changes in the law that took place a decade ago are clearly not having any
impact in curbing the dishonour crimes. It has been observed that law enforcement personnel also
at times approve of perpetrators' actions that involve taking the law in their own hands to 'redeem
family honour'. The situation calls for effective campaigns to raise awareness and understanding
of human rights and sustained efforts to educate the general populace as well as the law
enforcement and judicial officials. Without these measures being taken on priority, there is little
hope of any significant reduction in the blood-letting in dishonour crimes.
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J In Muzaffargarh, a woman, who had been living with her mother after being accused by
her husband of having an affair, was killed by her husband on March 16 after she refused to return
with him to their home. Her husband entered her mother's house and shot and killed her. He was
arrested.

o In Badin district in March, a man threw bricks at his wife, injuring her. According to the
victim, her husband had disapproved of her opening a shop at home, owing to financial woes, and
had accused her of having affairs with her customers. A complaint was filed with the police by the
victim's family but no action was taken.

o In Buner, two girls from the same family in village Akhoon were shot dead by one of their
cousins over the suspicion that they were having an affair. The girls had reportedly gone out of the
house together and returned late at night. Their cousin allegedly suspected that they had gone to
meet a man and opened fire on them, killing them. He escaped later. The father of one of the
victims lodged a case against the perpetrator who was arrested by the police.

o In a village of Upper Dir, in March, a man killed his wife over suspicion that she had been
having an affair because he had reportedly often seen her talking on her phone. The victim's
brother informed the monitor that she had been living with her parents for a year due to frequent
quarrels with her in-laws. Two days before the murder, the perpetrator had brought his relatives to
her parents' house and assured her family that they would not quarrel anymore and she should
return home. The victim had gone with her husband. Two days later, the perpetrator informed his
father-in-law that his wife had consumed poison and died. When the father visited the couple's
house, he learned that she had been hanged. A case was lodged against the accused, who was
arrested.

] In a dishonour crime in Orakzai in March, a man killed his cousin for expressing her wish to
marry a man of her choice. The family refused to provide information to the HRCP monitor and
even threatened him to “stop interfering in personal matters of others”.

] In Bannu, in April, a woman was Killed by her brother and uncle. The perpetrators claimed
that the victim had committed suicide by shooting herself in the head. The post-mortem
examination determined that the woman had been murdered. It was later revealed that the girl had
been engaged to a cousin but wanted to marry another man. This had upset her brother and uncle
who murdered her. The police registered a case against the two men, who were absconding.

o In Nowshera, also in the month of April, four brothers murdered their brother-in-law. Their
sister had married him one year ago and the family had disapproved. Recently, they had assured
her that the family approved of the marriage and the couple could visit them in Nowshera. When
the couple visited the woman's parents, her brothers took the victim outside the house and shot
and killed him. Acase was registered against the four perpetrators.

] In Peshawar, in April, a man shot and killed his son-in-law and injured his daughter. The
victims had married a year ago without the consent of the woman's family, and had been in hiding
since then. The perpetrator and his accomplices found their home and attacked them. The injured
woman lodged a case against her father but the perpetrators were yet to be arrested.

. In Naseerabad district, in May, a man strangled his 12-year-old daughter and shot and
killed her alleged paramour and his brother. The perpetrator was a farmer and was reportedly
going to his fields when he saw his daughter with a man. He, along with two relatives, beat the
daughter and asked her who she was standing with. When she told them his name and that he
was their neighbor, the man strangled her to death and went home to get his gun. When he came
out, he found the alleged paramour was standing in the street. The perpetrator shot and injured
the neighbor, who managed to run inside his house where his brother took him to the hospital on a
motorbike. The perpetrator and his accomplices gave chase and shot both the brothers dead 20
km from Civil Hospital.

. On May 5, a man killed his sister and brother-in-law in Mardan. The couple had run away
and married without the consent from the girl's family and after one month, they were contacted by
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house when the said man was talking to
someone on the phone. The perpetrator
inquired who he was talking to on the phone
and alleged that he was talking to the victim.
When a quarrel erupted, the brother went
inside the house and shot and killed his sister.

o In Bannu, a man apparently shot and
killedawomanin January after she refused to
marry his brother. The woman and the South Purjab
perpetrator's brother were engaged to be o

married. However, she had refused to marry '
him after he lost his eyes and feet in a road
accident in Saudi Arabia, where he worked.
No case was registered against the
perpetrator as the woman's family said that
she had committed suicide. However, a
number of women in the locality had seen the
perpetrator leave the victim's house
immediately after they heard a gunshot.

J In Gilgit, a woman who had divorced

her first husband and married another man went to visit her daughter's home in February. At night
her two sons from her previous marriage along with four of her nephews dragged her out of the
house and killed her with a knife for allegedly not having a good character and humiliating the
family by remarrying. All perpetrators were arrested by the police.

o In Dera Ghazi Khan, a woman, whose husband suspected that she was having an affair
with someone, got a divorce from him. In February, he entered her house and cut off her nose with
a knife for daring to leave him. She was taken to a hospital and a case registered against the
perpetrator.

] The same month, awoman in Muzaffargarh took shelter ata Darul Aman (women's shelter
home) after her husband threatened to kill her for allegedly having an affair. When she was
returning from a visit to her father's house, her brother and husband beat her to death. Acase was
registered against the perpetrators.

] In Upper Dir, a 17-year-old girl was killed by her fiancé. In February, in Chaper village, the
victim visited the house of her maternal uncle to attend a wedding, unaccompanied by her family.
The following day, her father received the news that she had died. Following a post mortem
examination, the victim's father registered a case and accused the girl's fiancé and his brother of
murdering her. The girl was a ninth grade student and had been engaged to marry one of the
accused few years ago. The victim's father narrated that his daughter was taken outside her
maternal uncle's home, electrocuted and her body burnt with acid. He believed that her fiancé had
been incited by the driver of the victim's school bus. The bus driver used to tease the fiancé that
the victim had better relations with him. The two men had allegedly argued some days earlier
when the bus driver had apparently claimed that as proof of his influence over her, he would ask
her to attend a wedding and she would oblige. The fiancé had said that he would forbid her from
going. When she proceeded to attend the wedding, her fiancé killed her with the help of his
brother. The victim's father claimed that the police were refusing to cooperate with them and had
not made any arrests in the case, even though the whereabouts of the suspects had been shared
with them on numerous occasions.

o In Orakzai Agency, in March, a man killed his wife after accusing her of having an immoral
character. The couple had been married for 15 years. The villagers stated that the victim had
visited a doctor's clinic without the perpetrator's approval, which had led to an argument and
culminated in her murder.
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The dishonour in the enduring blood-letting

The so-called honour crimes, euphemism for brutal violence against women by their family
members for asserting their rights and daring to have a say in matters such as their marriage, have
been a well-known phenomenon in Pakistan for many years now.

HRCP refers to such violence as 'dishonour' crimes, because it does not consider that there is any
honourinkilling a human being in an arbitrary manner.

Way back in 2004, amid civil society demands for appropriate measures to challenge this
category of violence against women, Pakistan had considered it important to amend the criminal
law. The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 2004 made changes to the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC)
and the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC), defining for the first time 'honour' killings as murder with
penal punishments.

Even a cursory glance at recent statistics demonstrates that the change in the law has not had the
desired effect. According to statistics based on media monitoring by the Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP), as many as 437 cases of dishonour killing were reported from
across the country in 2015. The statistics by Aurat Foundation depict that 432 women fell victim to
dishonourkillingsin2012, 705in 2011, 557in 2010, 604 in 2009 and 475 women in 2008.

There have also been attempts post-2004 to make the law more stringent. The most recent
endeavor was the Anti-Honour Killings Laws (Criminal Laws Amendment) Bill 2014, which was
adopted by the Senate in 2015. However, the bill lapsed after the lower house of parliament did not
adoptit.

More focused monitoring by HRCP monitors in around 55 districts across six regions of Pakistan
has highlighted that law and threats of punishment alone would not be enough to protect female
citizens from random and brutal acts of violence in dishonour crimes.

Based on the findings of monitoring from the 55 odd districts, women appear to be most vulnerable
to dishonour crimes in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh, South Punjab and Gilgit Baltistan.

Dishonour crimes: high-incidence regions (selected districts) -2015

Some of the dishonour crimes representative of the trends in the six regions during the course of
last year demonstrate what the female victims face at the hands of their family members and why
legal provisions alone might not help. All of the cases below are from the year 2015.

J In January, a 20-year-old woman in Mooladad village of Jacobabad was killed by her
brother. She was married eight months earlier and her husband had started working as a labourer
in SaudiArabia six months ago. The victim's brother suspected that she was having an affair with a
neighbor. On the day of the incident, the brother intercepted the neighbor on the street near his

Dishonour crimes in selected districts across six regions - 2015

Region Jan |Feb |Mar | Apr |May |[Jun |Jul |Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec | Total
Balochistan | 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 4
Sindh 6 8 7 2 8 4 9 | 14 7 5 5 83
KP 5 4 8 10 6 6 |14] 6 10 | 14 | N 6 100
South 1 8 6 5 10 5 6 8 8 4 5 8 74
Punjab

FATA 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 3 0 0 11
Gilgit 3 4 2 4 1 5 2 7 7 3 6 6 50
Baltistan

Total 15 24 24 22 26 21 | 32 37 33 29 32 27 322
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for replication and promotion of harmony. It was also stated that space could be created by talking about
commonalities among people and separating cultural aspects linked to religion. Experts said that fair and
accurate reporting should entail the perspectives and views of all sides. Issues should stress the
constitutional rights of minorities as equal citizens of state and not as minorities, which could result in
highlighting them as exceptional citizens.

. Competitive rating system

The participants also argued that the rating system of TV channels in the country did not allow proper
coverage of issues of interfaith tensions as it led to competition. It was suggested that efforts should be
expanded to review the rating system, which would reduce the pressure on journalists to report
negatively orin a sensationalized manner or leave issues unreported.

The workshop manifested that media experts from across the country understood that media's role in
interfaith issues needed to improve and provided meaningful strategies for developing appropriate
responses. Several media stakeholders have some form of a code of conduct but what is needed is a
clearer understanding of a minimum standard required and consistent adherence to the same.

Hate speech, media's role and a model code of conduct )
The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) organised a consultation on the 22st of
January 2016 to understand the prevalent standards with a view to countering faith-based hate
speech through the print, electronic and social media. The consultation also aimed to brainstorm
ideas for developing a model code of conduct to check hate speech through the news media.
Representatives of key media stakeholders from across the country including Pakistan Electronic
Media Regulatory Authority (PEMRA), Pakistan Broadcasters' Association (PBA) Council of
Pakistan Newspaper Editors (CPNE), All Pakistan Newspapers Society (APNS), Press Council and
Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists (PFUJ) participated in the consultation.

The participants discussed the challenges of understanding what constituted hate speech. It was
highlighted that there was no accepted international definition of hate speech and the tolerance
levels of speech varied dramatically from country to country. Experts agreed that the grey area
between defamation and blasphemy was hate speech, which means it was an aggravated form of
defamation.

The participants agreed that journalists must take into consideration the wider context in which
people expressed themselves. They must focus not just on what was said, but what was intended in
order to assess whether speech aimed to do others harm, particularly when there was a threat of
immediate faith-based violence.

The detailed model code of conduct is being developed in light of the deliberations. Some key points
of the model code of conduct for reporting faith-based violence and combating hate speech,
discussed and endorsed by the stakeholders, are as follows:

Reporting faith-based violence
When covering developments, events or statements related to faith-based conflict or violence,
media houses, newsrooms and journalists should exercise the following journalistic due diligence:

1. Support editorialindependence and stronger self-regulation
2. Promote inclusivity and avoid exclusivity

3. Promote religious diversity within media

4. Raise awareness about religious pluralisms

5. Promote training and dialogue on minorities' issues

Guarding against hate speech
Media practitioners, including managers, reporters and editors, will guard against hate speech by
considering the context and test any statements or speeches through the following guidelines:

1. Consider the status of the speaker

2. Considerthe reach of the speech

3. Considerthe objectives of the speech

4. Considerthe form and content of the speech
Consider the general social and political climate

- J
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reporting had never been a priority for media organizations. He also
shared an instance when media associations during a consultation to
develop a code of ethics asserted that they followed an unwritten
code of ethics, which was engraved in their hearts. Experts pointed
out that the media needed to formulate a code of conduct to cover
sensitive matters as precious lives depended on that. They also
expressed concern that religious intolerance was growing in society
and there was an urgent need to promote both interfaith and inter-
sect harmony. They highlighted that it was growing increasingly
difficult to discuss matters related to faith in the media amid an
atmosphere of fear, insecurity and intolerance. “The division in
society may further increase if the media does not form an effective
code of conduct and follow it accordingly,” said a senior journalist.

Fear, insecurity and self-censorship

Experts asserted that due to threats to personal security from
extremist elements, journalists at times practice self-censorship and
avoid newsworthy stories or hide certain facts that were considered
dangerous to cover. It was also highlighted that sometimes it was
difficult to report on issues of interfaith tensions because of a feeling of lack of protection, safety and
security. There was a general agreement among the media experts that the climate of fear and insecurity
particularly intensified in the case of the Ahmadi community. Journalists belonging to any particular
religious minority community avoided reporting issues faced by her/his community and in many instances
requested their colleagues belonging to the majority faith to report on those issues. Some participants
shared instances where journalists had been labelled as western agents, for objectively reporting on
issues of religious minorities. Such coverage became even more challenging for Pakistani journalists
working for the foreign media.

Strategies to promote interfaith harmony

The experts argued that appropriate media responses to interfaith tensions could lead to religious
intolerance being challenged and interfaith harmony strengthened. The deliberations provided a chance
to look for practical ways of promoting thorough and unbiased reporting of interfaith issues with a view to
fostering interfaith harmony.

o Diversity in the newsroom

An important recommendation was about the representation of religious minority groups in mainstream
media. Media persons agreed that the issue of diversity was very important in the newsroom, however
diversity was not always ensured. The participants highlighted that if reporters and sub-editors, belonging
to diverse religious backgrounds, were hired, it could be a positive step in promoting interfaith harmony. A
young journalist, belonging to a religious
minority, argued that unless a reporter
was fully immersed in the minority
communities, s/he could not understand
their structural differences and
interactions and so there was a greater
probability of making factual errors in
the reports regarding issues of concern
to religious minorities. She said that the
reporting of a recent case of hate
material in a major computer and
accessories market in Lahore had
aroused a combination of paranoia and
insecurity among the Ahmadi
community, which did not want the issue to be reported in the media as they feared that it could cause
problems for them.

o Breaking barriers

The participants recommended that the media should also shed light on examples that helped break
down barriers between different religious communities. In the town of Fatehpur, in Kasur district,
Christians and Muslims share a graveyard. In the same town, a Muslim landlord has given land to the
church. Participants were of the view that highlighting such examples in the media could provide space
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Media's role in mterfalth tensmns

Workshop on

Media's responses io
interfalth tensmnal

“linsisted that | want to go inside the chipboard-making factory in Jhelum to uncover the facts of the mob
violence there on 20 November 2015, but the policemen standing there flatly refused to let me have a look
inside. They went a step further: telling me that it was people like me who defamed Pakistan by needlessly
highlighting issues of interfaith tensions.” Thus spoke a journalist at a workshop organized by the Human
Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) to discuss media's role in times of interfaith tensions and in
fostering harmony. The workshop, held in Lahore on the 21st of January 2016, was attended by media
persons from across the country, including several female journalists.

The journalist was sharing his experience regarding the challenges media persons faced in covering
issues of interfaith tensions. He said that he had travelled from another city to Jhelum and it took him and
his team hours of persuasion before the policemen budged and let them enter the factory. Following the
narration, the participants expressed concern that when state institutions and agents developed
subjective notions of what was appropriate it became complicated to uncover facts for reporting and
highlighting sensitive issues related to religious minorities.

Challenges in coverage of interfaith tensions

Participants from across Pakistan had a consensus that media played a significant role in matters of
religious tolerance, hate speech and interfaith harmony. They also highlighted that there were instances
where the role of the news media had been positive, other occasions where media's response had been
considered negative or reckless and at times the news media had been a silent spectator to interfaith
tensions. A participant argued that the coverage of interfaith issues in English newspapers was extensive
and regular, but considering the overall readership, it was predominantly preaching to the choir. Others
expressed concern that to a large extent Urdu press and electronic media were suffering from the ostrich
syndrome.

Participating journalists and representatives of religious minority communities shared specific instances
of media's response to interfaith issues. It was highlighted that the news about the mob attack on the
chipboard-making factory owned by an Ahmadi in Jhelum in November 2015 was either not covered by
the media or covered in an ambiguous way. Coverage of this nature needed to be understood in its proper
perspective, they suggested.

Another journalist recalled the stereotyped portrayal of religious minorities in a statement on a TV news
channel after a blast outside a church in Peshawar in 2013. A news ticker that day had read: 'safai karney
walon ka safaya ho gaya' (the cleaners have been cleansed). She voiced concern that there was no
public apology after this appalling statement and it served as a disturbing example of sensationalism in
reporting. She also pointed out that there was a lack of training of journalists in responsible and ethical
reporting. The media experts recommended the inclusion of a human rights perspective in media
persons' training on responsible reporting standards as “the need of the hour”.

Gatekeeping: mediaresponses and code of conduct

Media experts present on the occasion reviewed the checks in place for media responses to interfaith
issues. The participants said that the institution of gatekeeping was largely missing in the print and
electronic media. There was consensus among the media experts that editorial check was particularly
absent from Urdu newspapers, while English newspapers too did not have very strong gatekeeping
institutions. A prominent journalist said that training journalists in ethical standards and responsible
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Words are a form of action, capable of influencing change.
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International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
The minorities and indigenous people

Article 2

1. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect and to ensure to all individuals

within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in the present Covenant,

without distinction of any kind, such as race,

colour, sex, language, religion, political or other

opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or
other status.

Article 14

3. In the determination of any criminal charge
against him, everyone shall be entitled to the following minimum guarantees,
in full equality:

(a) To be informed promptly and in detail in a language which he understands of the nature and
cause of the charge against him;

(f) To have the free assistance of an interpreter if he cannot
understand or speak the language used in court;

Article 19

2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right
shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and
ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing orin
print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his choice.

3. The exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph 2 of this
article carries with it special duties and responsibilities. It may therefore be subject to certain
restrictions, but these shall only be such as are provided by law and are necessary:

(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others;

J (b) For the protection of national security or of public order
(ordre public), or of public health or morals.

Article 24

1. Every child shall have, without any discrimination as to race, colour, sex, language, religion,
national or social origin, property or birth, the right to such measures of protection as are
required by his status as a minor, on the part of his family, society and the State.

Article 26

1 All persons are equal before the law and are
4| entitled without any discrimination to the equal
protection of the law. In this respect, the law shall prohibit any discrimination and
guarantee to all persons equal and effective protection against discrimination on
any ground such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion,
national or social origin, property, birth or other status.

Article 27

In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities exist, persons
belonging to such minorities shall not be denied the right, in community with the

| other members of their group, to enjoy their own culture, to profess and practise
- | theirownreligion, orto use theirown language.

Pictures: Internet
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