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Police excesses in Jamshoro

Violations May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Total
Extra-judicial 0 0 0 0 0 3 3
killing

Enforced 0 0 2 2 1 2 7
disappearance

Torture 1 2 2 3 3 1 12

. On July 7, police raided a house

to arrest two men and beatthem up as The pO”Ce, eSpeCiaIIy
well as the women present in the in rural areas’ Often dO

house. The two men were taken to an

unidentified place. When their parents g Ot possess a rrest
approached the police they said that no .

suchraid had taken place. Warrant at the t|me Of
. On June 4, a gatekeeper at a
railway crossing was beaten up by

police for not opening the gate on their a b use SUsS p ecC t ' S

demand. He was taken to a police

station and beaten up so severely that relatives, Someti mes
he fell unconscious. He was only . . -
resulting in serious

released on the intervention of several
local journalists. T . .
injuries to family
Besides the police's random acts of
violence, there have been complaints members'
of abduction and harassment targeted
against members of Sindhi nationalist political parties. In September 2015, some
students of Sindh University affiliated with a nationalist party were arbitrarily arrested,
beaten and harassed for no apparent reason.

the raid and beat and

As the table above shows, such violations by the police seem to have some consistency
and cannot be dismissed as isolated incidents concerning one or two police officers.

The lesson from elsewhere in Pakistan, and indeed from the world over, is that the
longer the practices of torture, abduction and unlawful killings by police are tolerated or
not severely punished the more difficult it becomes to convince the police force that they
too must respect the law under all circumstances.

It is high time that the practice of investigating complaints of serious violation by the
police merely through departmental inquiries is replaced by probes through
independent mechanisms. All such complaints leading to mandatory investigation in
that manner would serve as a deterrent besides bringing the police officers responsible
tojustice.
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Police excesses are not a localised problem

The district of Jamshoro in Sindh has in recent months stood out for a number of human
rights violations. One of the most ethnically diverse districts in Sindh, Jamshoro has
been plagued by frequent incidence of torture by police, killings in what appear to be
staged shootouts by the police and enforced disappearance.

The practice of mistreating or beating the family members during raids to arrest a single
suspect is worryingly common in much of Sindh, particularly in Jamshoro. While it may
be expected that the family of the accused could resist the attempt to arrest him but
there are protocols in place to guide the behaviour of the police. The police, especially in
rural areas, often do not possess arrest warrant at the time of the raid and beat and
abuse suspect's relatives, sometimes resulting in serious injuries to family members.

In recent years, the police in the province of Punjab have come under scrutiny for the
phenomenon of 'encounter’ killing, euphemism for premeditated murder by police after
claiming a shootout with the deceased or his supporters.

There may well be actual shootouts involving criminals, but such has been the
magnitude of encounter killings that the killing of suspects in an exchange of fire where
police are seldom even injured has drawn suspicion whether a shootout was genuine.
One does not wish any injury to police personnel, but such a case might suggest that the
use of lethal force could perhaps have been avoided. A senior police officer boasted of
having killed at least 100 convicts in encounters during a recent interview with an Urdu
newspaper.

The reports from Jamshoro and indeed from other places in Sindh suggest that Punjab
police cannot take all the credit for encounter killings. Some of the emblematic cases in
the last few months where legality of police action has not always appeared to be above
board are as follows:

. On October 12, police shot and killed a man near Bhitai Town in Qasimabad. The
police said that patrolling officers had made a unsuccessful attempt to stop the car of the
deceased but he did not follow the command, so the police opened fire and fatally shot
him. The man died on the way to the hospital. An SSP stated that the man was a criminal
and had been acquitted in 12 cases. The deceased's brother, however, said that he was
picked up by the police four days earlier. He said that the police had demanded half a
million rupees from the family to release him. When the family could not pay the amount,
the police implicated him in multiple cases and gunned him down in a fake encounter, he
claimed.

. On September 3, police picked up three businessmen from their shop in Main
Shahi Bazar. They were beaten and taken into custody without a warrant. When their
parents and members of the local civil society visited the police station to protest the
arrest, the police denied the arrest and expressed ignorance about their whereabouts.
Two days later, two of the three men were released and charged with snatching mobile
phones.

. On August 14, the police raided a house to arrest a political worker and in his
absence detained his brother for several hours and beat up his family members,
including women and children.
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Someone else's fault

From the media reports and official comments it appears that all of the quarters that were expected to look
at and understand the reasons for the defeat seem content by pointing to lack of support by the voting
states. What they have not tried to do to any discernible degree is to look at Pakistan's own conduct to
examine if our actions, or lack of thereof, might have played a part.

The defeat could well be due to the politics around voting at the United Nations but it could be arguedand
indeed has been argued at least by the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan and by some news
mediathat Pakistan's human rights record could have played a part.

Some media reports quoted unnamed sources that the Nordic countries’ concerns about Pakistan's
human rights record, particularly around the issues of capital punishment and protections of rights of
religious minorities, could have jeoperdised Pakistan's re-election bid. The case of Mongolia, which
polled the highest 172 votes, was held out as an example, with many western states supporting it due to
its transition to democracy.

HRCP said that Pakistan's inability to convince the UN members of the country's performance in the field
of human rights could have cost Islamabad the re-election.

In a statement released to the media soon after the election results came in, HRCP said that the failure to
retain the HRC seat “should also be taken as a warning for the Pakistani authorities to redouble their
efforts to make amends and ensure that human rights are not only observed in Pakistan but also seen to
be observed.”

It would be naive to deny that there is considerable reciprocity and politics in the vote. After all, the human
rights record of several states elected to the HRC is far from enviable and yet they managed to get a seat
atthe table.

Perceptions and track record

While the need for the Foreign Office to pull its act together is obvious, no less pressing is the need to not
just improve the human rights situation in Pakistan but also the image of the country as a nation that not
only enforces its own human rights obligations but promotes and strengthens the international regime for
the protection of rights.

Recently, Pakistan voted against a United Nations General Assembly resolution on the recognition of the
role of the human rights defenders (HRDs) and the need for their protection. Such a vote would certainly
not send a message of commitment to human rights, at a time when HRDs in Pakistan in particular and
elsewhere in general are facing ever-growing threats. Despite calls by HRCP, the government has not
explained the reason why it chose to oppose that resolution.

Pakistan's slow progress on implementation of the recommendations it accepted following its Universal
Periodic Review (UPR), even as half the time for implementation of the recommendations has lapsed,
also has not helped our human rights credential.

Cold shoulder for rapporteurs

Furthermore, Pakistan's consistent failure to respond to numerous and repeated requests for country
visits by UN special rapporteurs over the years hardly sends a positive signal. Entertaining such requests
in a timely manner would have resulted in Pakistan not only benefiting from advice from the special
rapporteurs but also created a better human rights image for Islamabad in other countries' estimations.
That would have strengthened Pakistan's hand for seeking support from other states for its candidature
for the HRC. The pursuit of such support would then have been seen as continuation of our commitment
to push the human rights agenda internationally.

These are some of the many things that Pakistan has to ponder and decidedly move forward on, as it
seeks to come to terms with the ouster from the HRC.

Itis also important to consider that much responsibility for ensuring human rights for the citizens has now

devolved to the provinces and the creation of appropriate mechanism and allocation of adequate
resources for human rights should be the top priority.
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How to read the UN HRC seat loss

In October, Pakistan lost its bid for re-election to the United Nations Human Rights Council (HRC), the
inter-governmental body within the UN system responsible for the promotion and protection of human
rights across the globe.

The UN General Assembly elected 18 countries to serve on the 47-member body for a period of three
years, beginning January 2016.

There were seven candidates for the five seats for the Asia-Pacific Group. The United Arab Emirates, with
159 votes, and South Korea, with 137 votes in the General Assembly of the United Nations, were re-
elected. Mongolia topped the table with 172 votes. Kyrgyzstan polled 147 votes and the Philippines 113.

Falling short
Pakistan could not get re-elected as it only received only 105 votes. The other state failing in its re-
election bid to the Human Rights Council was Lao People's Republic, also receiving 105 votes.

The failure to get re-elected has been followed by shock, regret or both by many civil society
organizations as well as the official quarters in Pakistan.

The country has served three terms on the council and has constantly remained a member of the HRC
since 2006, except for a year-long mandatory break.

There have been some suggestions in the media, quoting unnamed official sources, that incumbency
might have been a factor behind Pakistan's defeat, as some countries felt it was time to give a chance to
others. However, other members of the council retaining their seats when Pakistan lost its takes
something away from the anti-incumbency argument.

105

is the number of votes Pakistan got as
it lost its bid for re -election to the HRC.

The United Arab Emirates was elected

with 159 votes, Kyrgyzstan with 147
votes, the Philippines with 113 and
South Korea with 137 votes. Mongolia
topped the table with 172 votes.

That the vote reflects the inability of the Foreign Office and the country's representative at the UN to
persuade enough states to back Pakistan's candidature is obvious. But it is important to consider if that
was the only factor behind the loss.

The two maijor blocs that did not vote for Pakistan were the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(Asean) and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). The reason for the Asean countries not supporting
Pakistan is said to be because of Islamabad's policy on the South China Sea dispute. Some Arab states of
the GCC apparently did not vote for Pakistan over Islamabad's refusal to commit troops for action against
therebelsin Yemen.

Votes from the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation have always helped Pakistan in previous elections to
the HRC, but this time the group was divided, apparently because of the GCC stance.

Even though the voting took place in New York, changing Pakistan's permanent representative in
Geneva, where the council is based, barely a fortnight before the elections would certainly have had an
impact on the outreach in Geneva.
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plunder and burning of the factory was not covered by almost all of the national media and it was
difficult to for the audience to understand details of the attack from the media coverage.

Subsequent media reports highlight that the attackers had initially ransacked the factory,
threatened the workers that they would torch it and went on a looting spree. Following the
attack, some miscreants had reportedly informed local clerics that the owner of the factory had
burnt a copy of the Holy Quran in the furnace. The security in-charge of the factory was said to
be an Ahmadi, and the mob was apparently baying for his blood.

Provocative messages via mosque loudspeakers led to the gathering of an enraged mob from
the adjoining villages that set the factory on fire and vandalised it. Media reports state that some
of the attackers claimed to have recovered a half-burnt page of the Holy Quran from the factory
boiler, an incredible claim given the boiler temperature of at least 200 degrees Celsius. Much of
the factory was gutted in the fire and eight vehicles were also torched by the time law
enforcement personnel arrived. After receiving a call about the alleged desecration of the
Quran, police arrested the security in-charge of the factory, who was named as the main
accused. The police rescued the workers and their families from the factory.

The agitated mob kept demanding the police hand over the main accused to them. The next
day, the mob broke a police cordon, which was put in place following the attack to safeguard an
Ahmadi place of worship, and set that on fire. The mob later blocked GT Road for six hours. In
the subsequent clashes that broke out between the police and the protesters, police used
rubber bullets and tear gas shells. An army contingent was dispatched after the police failed to
control the situation.

A spokesman for the Ahmadi community was reported to have said that Ahmadis were taught to
respect the Holy Quran and no Ahmadi could even consider disrespecting the Holy Quran.

To protect and serve
It has been observed that the police made a clearly ineffective and meek attempt to disperse the
mob and control the situation in the Jhelum incident.

The role of the police in the Kot Radha Kishan case was such that in a Supreme Court hearing
the police were criticised for “witnessing the whole incident as a spectator”. There are numerous
precedents of the police failure to control mobs in cases where commission of offences against
religion under the PPC is alleged. The Jhelum incident saw the police failure to the extent that
troops had to be deployed to quell the disturbance. Police, lawyers and judges associated with
the cases where the charge involves crimes against religion have previously been intimidated,
threatened and attacked, which has created an atmosphere of fear and insecurity. Adding
personal biases to this mix makes ensuring due process and rule of law all the more difficult.

Magnified voices

Bouts of mob violence and lynching, following provocative calls from mosque loudspeakers
have become a worrying trend in such cases over the years. While anyone can be accused of
such an offence, members of religious minority communities finding themselves facing such a
charge are at greater risk because of intolerance and social biases. Almost a year after the 20-
point National Action Plan (NAP) against terrorism was adopted, under which preventing the
abuse of mosque loudspeakers to instigate violence was a key strategy, the administration's
inaction over the calls for violence from the mosque loudspeakers in Jhelum indicates lack of
commitment to implement the law in all circumstances.

Solong as these critical issues are not tackled, the mere accusation of commission of offences

against religion, however unfounded, can lead to violence where the state might not be able to
protect the rights of the citizens who find themselves in the dock amid mob frenzy.
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When all it takes is an amber

The brutal mob violence against a Christian couple not too far away from Lahore on November
4, 2014 remains etched in the memory of conscious citizens. It was on this day when some 60
kilometres southwest of Lahore, in a village near the town of Kot Radha Kishan, a man and his
pregnant wife were thrown into the raving fire of a brick kiln furnace by an enraged mob following
rumours that they had desecrated the Holy Quran.

One year on, on November 20, 2015, another mob gathered outside a chipboard-making
factory in Jhelum district, and torched it, following allegations of desecration of the Holy Quran
there. There were many disturbing similarities to the Kot Radha Kishan violence from
November 2014. The only thing to be happy about was that no fatalities occurred in the Jhelum
incident.

The brutality in Kot Radha Kishan

The victims in the Kot Radha Kishan incident, Shama and Shehzad, had been working as
bonded labourers for over a decade at the kiln where they died. Shehzad was reported to have
introduced two labourer families to the kiln owner who had taken some advance credit (peshgi)
from the owner. However, the two families reportedly escaped later without returning the money.
Since Shehzad had introduced them to the kiln owner, he demanded that either Shehzad return
the peshgi amount or find the escaped families. Reports from Bonded Labour Liberation Front
(BLLF) suggest that after Shehzad failed to locate the families, both Shama and Shehzad were
locked up by the kiln owner's accountant and guard in the owner's office. The couple was kicked
and beaten with batons, until Shehzad breathed his last.

The couple was also accused of desecration of the Holy Quran. Provocative announcements
were made from local mosques, calling upon the faithful to punish them. A large mob headed
towards the kiln and threw the couple in the kiln furnace.

It later emerged through a couple of fact findings by civil society organisations, including HRCP,
that Shehzad had an argument with another kiln worker, Irfan, who had threatened Shehzad to
teach him a lesson. Irfan had gone to the kiln owner and claimed that he had seen Shama and
Shehzad burn pages of the Holy Quran. Media reports highlight that Irfan had spread this
rumour after he saw Shama burning possessions of Shehzad's deceased father. Following the
information from Irfan, the kiln owner confined the couple in his office and had them severely
beaten up.

A couple of policemen had been sent to the kiln to save the couple but were prevented from
doing so by the kiln owner and his henchmen.

Following a furore over the brutal killing of the couple and their unborn child, a case was
registered against 142 suspects under the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC). Out of the 142
nominated accused, 104 have been arrested and two released on bail, while the rest remain at
large.

Ahush-hush affair

Comparing the circumstances of the two incidents, one of the obvious differences is the manner
of media reporting of the Jhelum incident, or the lack of reporting to be precise. Very few media
organisations covered the news initially. In fact, many people learned about the incident in an
ambiguous way - through tickers on Pakistani TV news channels, stating that the interior
minister had ordered deployment of the army in Jhelum. Barring the odd exception, these
tickers did not explain what had necessitated the military deployment. The news about the loot,
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HRCP Council member and a former vice-chairperson for its Khyber Pakhtunkhwa chapter Malik Jrar
was assassinated in Peshawar on February 8, 2013, as he drove his children to school. His sectarian
identity and his determination to defend human rights as a lawyer and an activist had apparently offended
those who ordered his killing.

On May 7, 2014, Rashid Rehman, a fearless human rights lawyer and HRCP Multan Task Force
coordinator, was shot and killed at HRCP office. In early April 2014, three men including prosecution
lawyers had threatened Rashid inside a courtroom in presence of the judge and demanded that he should
stop representing a blasphemy accused or he would be killed. The threat did not deter Rashid. The
authorities were alerted, but no action was taken and more threats followed. On the night of May 7, two
men walked into Rashid's office and shot him five times, causing his death.

One step forward...

During its second universal periodic review (UPR) at the UN, Pakistan accepted a number of
recommendations regarding the safety and security of human rights defenders. A detailed HRCP
assessment of the government's performance in fulfilling those commitments at the mid-cycle period
earlier this year found it to be far from satisfactory. In fact, with regard to HRDs' safety, the situation
seemed to have deteriorated since the recommendations were issued to Pakistan in 2012.

One of the recommendations that Pakistan had 'noted' required it to develop a national policy for human
rights defenders to help ensure their safety, and give them justice in situations where they were
threatened or attacked for their work. The government is yet to explain what possessed it to merely note
the recommendation, rather than accepting it and moving forward with its implementation.

HRDs in the crosshairs

Rights defenders, including journalists, lawyers, political and social activists, have all come under attack,
with a large number of unlawful killings recorded from 2012 to 2015. Apart from the activists associated
with HRCP, many other rights activists, including Parveen Rehman and Sabeen Mahmood, among
others, have paid with their lives for their unflinching work for human rights.

HRCP has documented at least 23 killings of human rights defenders and journalists from January 2014
toApril 2015.

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reported 91 attacks against aid
workers only between January and November 2013. As many as 29 of the individuals attacked were
killed. Amongst the most vulnerable of aid workers were health workers administering polio vaccines. In
the years 2013 and 2014, over 60 polio workers were killed across Pakistan.

Gender and vulnerability

Women human rights defenders not only face challenges due to the nature of their work but also because
of their gender. Women HRDs are at greater risk of sexual violence or facing prejudice in the course of
their work. This is exemplified by the words of a cleric and former National Assembly member from
Kohistan who decreed in a sermon that women working for NGOs were barred from entering Kohistan
and if they were to do so they would be forcibly married to local men.

The offices of Khwendo Kor, an NGO that works for the welfare of women in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
FATA, have been attacked multiple times in recent years. Members of the NGO have also received
'orders' to discontinue its work. The office of SAWERA, an organization working for increased political
participation of women in the tribal areas was bombed in 2013 and its founder, Farida Afridi, was shot
dead. Senior management and employees of SAWERA have since been threatened and have had their
homes attacked to intimidate them into giving up their work for women's rights in the tribal areas. Many
employees have felt compelled to relocate to safer areas. Despite repeated complaints to the authorities,
SAWERA staff members have not received any additional protection and no suspects have been
apprehended in relation to the attacks.

The Internet has also been used as a means of increased harassment and threats of sexual violence
against women HRDs. Multiple incidents have been reported where women activists had propaganda
campaigns launched against them through social media. Pornographic materials with their faces
morphed onto sexually explicit images were shared widely and personal details including home
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On November 3, Zaman Mehsud, a
dedicated member of the HRCP
family and its monitor from South
Waziristan Agency in FATA, was
killed in a targeted attack in Tank
district of Kyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Soon after he left his house in the
morning, Zaman was shot at by
unidentified assailants and
received multiple bullet injuries.
The local hospital did not have
adequate facilities to treat him and
he was moved to a hospital in the
neighbouring Dera Ismail Khan
district, where he expired on the
operating table. A Taliban group
claimed responsibility for his
assassination. They were
apparently upset by his work as a
journalist and also vowed to target
three other journalists. HRCP has
no way of knowing about the
authenticity of the claim of
responsibility.

Zaman was the very definition of a committed and thinking human rights defender. So fearless was he
that even as colleagues asked him to be careful amid growing threats in FATA, he volunteered to open an
HRCP office inside FATA. In his death, South Waziristan and FATA have lost a tireless voice advocating
forrights in the conflict-raked region.

Comes with the territory

The work for the protection and promotion of human rights has long been a hazardous undertaking in
Pakistan. Human rights defenders (HRDs) in the country have accepted intimidation and violence as
facts of life. But the calling seems to grow more dangerous by the day. The impunity for those targeting the
HRDs has added to the sense of vulnerability of the rights defenders and civil society in general.

The work of human rights defenders has become even more difficult and more hazardous, in view of the
rise of religious extremism, militancy, internal conflict and military operations in the northern and tribal
regions of Pakistan. State institutions have either been helpless and unresponsive in the face of these
challenges or, in some cases, have been even complicitin clamping down on the voices of HRDs.

Zaman is the sixth activists associated with the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) who has
paid with his live for defending human rights since 2011. No steps were taken to catch the Zaman's killers
and to bring them to justice. In none of the five previous murders of HRCP activists over the last few years
the authorities had succeeded in catching the killers.

Before Zaman, Naeem Sabir, Siddique Eido and Zarteef Afridi were killed on account of their work in
2011, the bloodiest for HRCP activists.

Naeem Sabir was HRCP's coordinator for Khuzdar. He was killed by armed motorcyclists. He had earlier
been threatened to stop his reporting of human rights violations.

Siddique Eido was the HRCP coordinator for Pasni, Balochistan. He was abducted by men in security
forces uniform in December 2010 and his tortured body was found from Ormara in April 2011. The
abductors' uniforms and the vehicles they used indicated involvement of agents of the state. Siddique
had worked to highlight enforced disappearance and other human rights violations in the region.

Zarteef Afridi, the HRCP coordinator in Khyber Agency in FATA, was assassinated by armed men on a
motorcycle on December 8, 2011. He had been receiving threats for his vigorous work to promote human
rights, particularly displaced children's education, tolerance and peace in a region beset by conflict and
denial of rights to women.
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Threats for HRDs mounting unchecked

On November 3, Zaman Mehsud, a dedicated
member of the HRCP family and its monitor from e
South Waziristan Agency in FATA, was killed in a g
targeted attack in Tank district of Kyber
Pakhtunkhwa. Soon after he left his house in the
morning, Zaman was shot at by unidentified
assailants and received multiple bullet injuries. The
local hospital did not have adequate facilities to treat
him and he was moved to a hospital in the
neighbouring Dera Ismail Khan district, where he |
expired on the operating table. A Taliban group |
claimed responsibility for his assassination. They
were apparently upset by his work as a journalist
and also vowed to target three other journalists. |
HRCP has no way of knowing about the authenticity
of the claim of responsibility.

Zaman was the very definition of a committed and
thinking human rights defender. So fearless was he
that even as colleagues asked him to be careful | |
amid growing threats in FATA, he volunteered to |
open an HRCP office inside FATA. In his death, |

South Waziristan and FATA have lost a tireless voice |

advocating for rights in the conflict-raked region. £

Comes with the territory

The work for the protection and promotion of human
rights has long been a hazardous undertaking in Pakistan. Human rights defenders (HRDs) in the country
have accepted intimidation and violence as facts of life. But the calling seems to grow more dangerous by
the day. The impunity for those targeting the HRDs has added to the sense of vulnerability of the rights
defenders and civil society in general.

The work of human rights defenders has become even more difficult and more hazardous, in view of the
rise of religious extremism, militancy, internal conflict and military operations in the northern and tribal
regions of Pakistan. State institutions have either been helpless and unresponsive in the face of these
challenges or, in some cases, have been even complicitin clamping down on the voices of HRDs.

Zaman is the sixth activists associated with the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) who has
paid with his live for defending human
rights since 2011. No steps were taken to
catch the Zaman's killers and to bring
them to justice. In none of the five previous
murders of HRCP activists over the last
few years the authorities had succeeded
in catching the killers.

Before Zaman, Naeem Sabir, Siddique
Eido and Zarteef Afridi were killed on
account of their work in 2011, the bloodiest
for HRCP activists.

Naeem Sabir was HRCP's coordinator for |
Khuzdar. He was killed by armed
motorcyclists. He had earlier been
threatened to stop his reporting of human
rights violations.

Siddique Eido was the HRCP coordinator for Pasni, Balochistan. He was abducted by men in security
forces uniform in December 2010 and his tortured body was found from Ormara in April 2011. The
abductors' uniforms and the vehicles they used indicated involvement of agents of the state. Siddique
had worked to highlight enforced disappearance and other human rights violations in the region.
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HRCP Radio:
For a right-respecting culture
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Human rights are a set of norms, or standards of
behaviour, that are intended to protect us so that
everyone is able to fully lead her or his life free from
fear and abuse. Yet there is widespread ignorance
about human rights in Pakistan. Radio, the most
widespread mass-medium in the country, can be an
important tool for informed and inspired discussions
about human rights, pluralism and tolerance. Aiming
at being such an instrument, HRCP Radio is exploring
important human rights issue for the promotion of
pluralism and tolerance.

HRCP is airing three audio spots a day during the 9:00 to
10:00, 12:00 to 13:00 and 16:00 to 17:00 slots and a

magazine programme titled “Baat Haq ki” through FM 101

radio channel at 12:30 on Saturdays and Sundays. The
spots and the programmes are an endeavour to make the
people aware of their rights with the focus being in
particular on human rights and fundamental freedoms;
peace; tolerance; environment; and democracy.

In case you miss any of the spots or the programmes, they
are also available on the HRCP website at http://hrcp-
web.org/hrcpweb/hrcp-radio/
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Call to move beyond adhocism on internal displacement

Pakistan has faced faces largescale and
persistent internal displacement over the last W
decade. The manner in which it has
responded to this displacement, however,
has been reactive and ad hoc.

On November, the Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) organised a
consultation in Islamabad where
representatives of civil society organisations,
lawyers, economists and citizens who were
or had been IDPs called by consensus for the
urgent need to adopt a specific framework on
internal displacement, which was in line with
international standards.

The speakers said that the authorities in
Pakistan were either unaware of the
international standards on displacement or
were intentionally ignoring them. They said
that despite internal displacement rising to :
unprecedented levels in Pakistan over the 4
last decade, the refusal to benefit from UN o

Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement and other standards was contributing to the challenges for
the government and the internally displaced persons (IDPs).

The main recommendations at the consultation included the following:

* Rather than dealin? with internal displacement in an ad hoc manner, Pakistan must adopt a

ﬁro er human rights-based legal policy framework which should reflect the many lessons that the world
ad learned from its experience of various phases of displacement.

[ ]

~__ The right to be free from arbitrary displacement should be recognised. A comprehensive

definition of who is an IDP should be adopted and applied in a non-discriminatory manner. Selective

gppllcﬁanondof the term IDP, especially discriminating depending on where displacement occurred, must
e outlawed.

* Every effort should be made to prevent involuntary displacement from occurring and minimise it
whereitisinevitable.

. _ The fact of displacement should not deprive a person of all the rights he is entitled to as a citizen
of Pakistan.

* The need to raise awareness of the existence, scale and nature of internal displacement

e A system for the collection of relevant data on displacement in a comprehensive and
disaggregated manner must be given due priority.

*  Institutional focal points for internal displacement issues should be developed at the national and
provincial levels.

* _ An autonomous institution like the National Human Rights Commission should be given the
authority to monitor and report on the respect and protection of IDPs.

* IDPs must be consulted and involved in all matters affecting them during all phases of
displacement.

* Pakistan should develop and benefit from a trained volunteer cadre for disaster management.

Girl guide and boy scout cadres should also be utilised.

N The witnessing and delivery role for NGOs need to facilitated and not made more difficult.
ImPosition of conditions for civil sometg o&ganisations such as seeking no-objection certificate (NOC)
before offering assistance to IDPs must be done away with.

* Prior and pre-arranged protection and assistance mechanisms for vulnerable segments, such as
children, women, persons with disabilities and members of religious minority communities, should be
ensured. The protection and assistance for such individuals should take into account their special needs
and should guard against discrimination.

°  Lack of identity documented must not lead to denial of assistance. Alternative steps for provision
of lostidentity papers should be putin place.
* Wherever peace had been restored in a situation of conflict displacement, civilian authorities

must be handed back control of rehabilitation and development.

They participants said that civil society organisations and host communities helping out IDPs did not
absolve the state of its responsibility to assist and protect the IDPs.
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