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World Day Against The Death Penalty
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One clause which defies the basic principles of justice is that of collective responsibility. It
provides that the family or members of the tribe of a suspect can also be punished for the
criminal acts carried out by the suspect. In August 2011, then President Asif Ali Zardari signed
amendments to the FCR which included provisions that stated that women, children and the
elderly could not be arrested under the collective responsibility clause of the FCR. On the other
hand, in 2011 the government introduced an even more repressive law called Actions (in Aid of
Civil Power) Regulation which extended to both FATA and the Provincially Administered Tribal
Areas (PATA) and gave wide-ranging powers to the security forces to detain any suspect and
keep him outside the protection of law.

Such laws continue to have serious consequences for the population of FATA. In HRCP's
monitoring of particularly volatile districts of Pakistan, the following cases have been reported in
which FCR's clause on collective responsibility was invoked to arrest and detain people or the
rights of suspects were otherwise curtailed.

On January 24 in South Waziristan, security forced raided a house during a search operation.
They tortured and picked up a mentally challenged man who had abused them. When his uncle
tried to resist the arrest they also took him away and detained them.

An incident of arbitrary arrest and detention was reported from Kurram Agency in September
2015. Alocal tribesman Manzar Ali (aged 70) was arrested under the collective responsibility
clause of the FCR. He was picked up by Levies personnel from near his home after a fellow
tribesman was shot and killed by unidentified assailants. He was taken to a jail in Parachinar
where 15 other persons were also incarcerated in the same case.

Actions under the collective responsibility clause of the FCR also at times extend to forced
closure of the businesses and shops of the tribesmen to punish the tribe or the community for
supposed actions of anindividual or individuals from the tribe in question.

Such appropriation of guilt by association should have no place in a civilized society. The law is
discriminatory not just because the residents of FATA are dealt with through it while there are
completely different standards and laws for other citizens of Pakistan. The human rights
protection under the law of the land is further denied to FATA inhabitants of the area being
outside the jurisdiction of the superior courts.

The fundamental rights guaranteed in the Constitution are supposed to act as a check on
powers of the state to prevent arbitrary and unlawful actions. However, since the Pakistan Penal
Code does not extend to FATA, the state has given a free hand to unconstitutional forces and
continues to enactlaws contrary to human rights standards.

The region of FATA has been neglected for far too long; the 'otherization' of the area has
continued for such a long time and the armed conflict has taken such a toll that state institutions
have simply broken down. While once the area was governed by an administrator and local
elders, the scheme of things preferred by the authorities has been upended by the killing of tribal
elders and the armed conflict and forced displacement. What is needed today is the rebuilding
of society by providing the basic needs of the long suffering population.

The state has a unique opportunity now, since the displaced persons from FATA are returning
home after a military operation to resume their lives. It should use this opportunity to give the
FATA residents a new vision by slashing laws like FCR and introducing much needed
infrastructure development.
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Balochistan, that might have been done by deferring the local

government forums from becoming operational and in Punjab Local bodies serve as

by keeping from the local bodies representatives the financial nurseries for
and other powers that enable this system to deliver by democracy, but the

addressing local problems. costs involved in
running as a candidate

This latest round of polling has made it crystal clear that the in the local bodies
costs involved in running as a candidate in the local bodies . PP
elections are substantial. This has limited the ability of common electhl?s are llmltlng
citizens to effectively contest elections. That is a cause for EUCCLIUD AR ululely]
concern especially since local bodies elections are supposed WRH[IF{-T LR (oX=1ji=Te1 1)1}
to serve as nurseries for democracy and the cost element could contest elections.
deter many otherwise worthy candidates from running.

Press release

HRCP monitor murdered in
targeted attack in Tank

Lahore, November 3: The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan
(HRCP) has expressed great sorrow over the killing of Zaman Mehsud,
the HRCP monitor for South Waziristan, following a targeted attack in |
Tank on Tuesday.

In a statement, the commission said: “We announce with great sorrow
and grief, the passing of Zaman Mehsud, a dedicated member of the
HRCP family and our monitor from South Waziristan. He was attacked in
Tank this morning by as yet unidentified assailants and received multiple bullet injuries. The
local hospital did not have adequate facilities to treat him and he was moved to a hospital in
Dera Ismail Khan, where he expired on the operating table.

“HRCP offers sincere condolences to the bereaved family. The Commission hopes that this
latest addition to our list of martyrs to the cause of human rights will not dampen the spirit of the
deceased's colleagues and will reinforce their resolve to work for the rights and dignity of all
human beings with the same commitment as before.

“We call upon all authorities that have any say in this area to make every effort to catch the
culprits and bring them to justice. However, we say this today out of respect for form only,
because in none of the five previous fatal casualties that HRCP has suffered over the last few
years have the authorities succeeded in catching the killers.

“HRCP would also like to invite the attention of civil society and the government to the possibility
that Zaman Mehsud and other activists might have been rendered more vulnerable by the
environment of suspicion that the state agencies have been creating with respect to civil society
organisations and by attributing to them various anti-state activities.

“We urge the civil society organisations to take a serious view of the hazards to which they are
exposed on account of their demonisation through the government's venomous attacks on their
activities. In these difficult times, the civil society has to find ways to offer a united response and
strategy for mutual survival as they strive to pursue the worthy butincreasingly difficult cause of
human rights in Pakistan.”

— Chairperson
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Return to representation
at the grassroots

The last day of October represented the local government system making some sort of a
comeback in all provinces of Pakistan. On that day, in 12 districts in Punjab and eight in Sindh
citizens voted to elect local government representatives after a hiatus of more than a decade.
They had earlier done that when Gen (r) Pervez Musharraf ruled the country. Elections in the
remaining districts of the two provinces will take place in subsequent phases.

Balochistan had taken the lead in holding local government elections almost two years ago
(December 2013), although political parties there voiced their concern over what they called
'unnecessary delays' in announcing the mayors, deputy
mayors and chairmen of district committees in the province.
The local bodies elections in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were held B[R l-NE (X1 @ae1]1le Ko)i
in May 2015. With the polling in Lahore, Faisalabad, Guijrat, Z : :
Chakwal, Bhakkar, Nankana Sahib, Kasur, Pakpattan, Okara, poIIl_ng in Sindh and
Lodhran, Vehari and Bahawalnagar districts of Punjab and [RGLY LUK i(JeCR{e
Sukkur, Khairpur, Shikarpur, Kashmore, Ghotki, Qamber, deny women or
Larkana, Shahdadkot and Jacobabad district of Sindh on B T=Ys7]e1=) e e A religious
October 31, definite steps have been taken towards - D Py
resumption of the local government system in all four mmor_'ty_commumt’es
their right to vote

provinces.

were reported.
With the conclusion of the first phase of elections in Punjab
and Sindh, HRCPwhich observed the local bodies elections in
selected districts in both provincespublicly hailed the people
in Sindh and Punjab for “conducting themselves in an organised manner in the much delayed
local bodies elections and in demonstrating their resolve to regain their democratic right of
representation at the grassroots.”

In the latest round of polling in Sindh and Punjab, no efforts to deny women or members of
religious minority communities their right to vote were reported. That was unfortunately not the
case in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, where in May very specific hurdles to women voting were
reported from some parts. However, changes in the election framework in Punjab has reduced
women representation given under the previous model. Local government representatives
under the worker/peasant category have similar complaints.

Lack of proper arrangements for physically challenged voters has been a common complaintin
all four provinces. That has been the case especially in polling stations with polling booths on
the first floor. However, the polling staff have generally been credited with trying to facilitate such
voters.

Varying degrees of violence has been the norm during local bodies elections and the solution to
that perhaps does not lie just with the Election Commission of Pakistan or the administration.

The political parties and candidates also bear responsibility for adopting a democratic culture
and step up to prevent clashes and violence and inculcate tolerance among their supporters.
Voting in a smooth and violence-free manner will not be possible otherwise.

While any sniff at representation at the grassroots must be welcomed as a step forward, some of
the key concerns voiced by political analysts and other experts include chipping away at the
system to the point where it is not empowered enough to adequately address local demands. In
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necessary equipment, expert nursing staff, rehabilitation and trauma centres, and proper
medico-legal facilities. Generally, mental health of acid attack victims is not given much
attention and in many cases the doctors treating their injuries are considered adequately
equipped to also deal with the psychological issues that the victims face. Generally, a
psychiatrist from the psychiatry department of the hospital visits the emergency ward or burn
centre once a week or on request.

In order to discuss these issues and to look for strategies to fight acid crime, HRCP organised a
consultation on October 17 in Islamabad. The participants discussed various concerns ranging
from prevention of acid attacks, to first aid measures and effective police reporting and
proposed constructive strategies to fight acid crimes in Pakistan.

Experts from various fields recommended awareness campaigns at the district and community
level through radio, social media and dissemination of brochures to change social attitudes.
They also suggested the inclusion of a chapter on prevention of acid attacks and first aid
measures in the curriculum for schools and colleges.

Medico-legal experts recommended separate burn victim assessment forms instead of the
generic ones currently being used to record the condition of victims of violence. Along with
government-funded treatment for acid burn victims at BHU level, the participants stressed the
need for counselling services and psychological treatment to help the victims deal with the
trauma.

According to the participants from the police department, the legislation should include
provisions of the anti-terrorism law when an acid attack case is registered. Others, however,
emphasised efforts to raise awareness and change social attitudes rather than adding to the list
of offences tried by the anti-terrorism courts. The police officials further highlighted that the
National Commission on Human Rights (NCHR) has judicial powers and should play role in
registration of acid attack cases and in the investigation process.

The experts highlighted that compensation and rehabilitation services were not included in the
legal framework and stressed on the inclusion of compensation regimes in the Pakistan Penal
Code (PPC). The legal experts emphasised the need to establish a funding and monitoring
mechanism to ensure accountability of rehabilitation services to acid burn victims. They insisted
that a second tier of anti-terrorism court, such as a 'heinous crimes court' should be established
to hear cases of acid crime.

The participants stated that the 2011 legislation was just a small step to acknowledge acid
attacks as a serious crime and believed that much more needed to be done.

They urged that the
recommendations by the
experts and the civil society
should be incorporated in the
draft bills on acid and burn
crimes in Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa to bring the
focus on compensating and
rehabilitating victims and not
just bringing the perpetrators
to justice. They said that
Sindh and Balochistan
should also draft bills on the
subject and ensure
implementation of the law.
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According to HRCP media monitoring from 2009 till 2014, the highest number of acid attacks in
Pakistan was recorded in 2012 when a total of 77 cases were reported in the media.

The numbers recorded by organisations working specifically for acid attack survivors are,
however, much higher. According to Acid Survivors Foundation figures for 2009-2013, Punjab
took the lead in acid attacks in Pakistan, with 589 cases, followed by Sindh, with 29 cases. More
than half of all acid crimes in Pakistan occur in South Punjab, an agricultural area referred to as
the “cotton belt” and marred by low socioeconomic indicators and deep-rooted feudal mentality.

HRCP's media monitoring shows that 30% of acid assaults are perpetrated by the victim's
husband or in-laws, 21% follow refusal of a marriage proposal, 8% over turning down sexual or
romantic advances, 6 % are owing to old enmity and 3 % are on account of property disputes.
Acid attacks can also be socially, politically or religiously motivated and may be targeted against
a specificindividual or random individuals merely as part of moral policing.

Although the new legislation is a promising step, experts have highlighted several shortcomings
in the 2011 law, and pinned their hopes on pending legislation in at least two provinces, Punjab
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, to address the flaws.

One way of measuring the effectiveness of the Act of 2011 is by looking at the statistics for
reporting and conviction for acid attacks before and after the law was adopted. Statistics
regarding reporting and conviction of acid attacks are patchy but non-governmental
organisation reports state that the conviction rate rose from an average of six per cent before
the 2011 amendment to 18 per cent in 2012. Their reports
also show a marginal increase in the number of FIRs
registered under correct provisions of law and more

expeditious access tojustice. "I did not receive any
sychological

The number of acid attacks was significantly high in 2012, ¢ P ty t "C,.’t th

immediately after the Act of 2011 was adopted. This reatment arter tne

increase has been explained in various contextsas an attack. Years later,
remembering the attack

eventual increase in responsible reporting and greater
awareness as well as emergence of acid attack cases in i g .
Balochistan since 2010. It, however, remains unclear LRI IEREEIRIN D
whether this rise in reported attacks reflects an overall But | have now left
increased prevalence of gender-based violence or g T
improved community level awareness of reporting. these things to God.

An attack victim who
was a teenager when
acid was thrown at her

Experts have criticised the 2011 law as 'ad hoc' legislation,
for not being comprehensive and for serving as a
reactionary measure to a preventable crime as its explicit
focus lies on the criminal instead of the victim. The amended
law imposes a 'fine' on the perpetrator but provides no
compensation for the victim. Experts have suggested that since the fine goes to the state rather
than the victim, the law fails to provide any monetary support for the considerable cost of the
medical, legal and rehabilitation support to an acid attack victim.

Other issues that become a hurdle in effective implementation of the law include unwillingness
of victims to report their cases, despite legislation that makes medico-legal examination and
reporting of burn crimes mandatory. Victims have been known to hesitate in reporting the cases
due to economic considerations, attitude of the police, fear of reprisal, and out-of-court
settlement in cases where the attacker was a relative. The experts have also commented on
general criminal justice issues such as lack of clarity regarding investigation procedures, lack of
protocols for speedy and thorough medical examination and issuance of medical certificates by
the doctor; and lack of provisions against police malfeasance.

It has been observed that the health institutions in all provinces lack proper burn care units,
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Fighting acid crime needs
more than a law

“This world is already so ugly. | do not want to add to its ugliness. Whoever looks at me will have
a feeling of disgust and | don't want to cause bad feelings,” said Bushra (name changed to
protect identity), a 35-year old acid attack survivor in Lahore, in response to an invitation to
attend an HRCP consultation on ways to fight acid crime. Fifteen years after a spurned suitor
threw acid on Bushra, she continues to suffer from severe disfigurement, trauma, and
exclusion. She is one of the many acid attack survivors living a life in agony, constantly
reminded of the incident by a society that stigmatizes disfigurement and shuns the victims of
this horrid crime as pariahs.

Between 150 and 400 cases of acid attacks are reported in Pakistan every year. Eighty per cent
of the victims are females and almost 70 per cent are younger than 18. Acid violence is
concentrated in Asian countries, and such crimes have been reported from in particular from
Bangladesh, India, Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos, China and Iran, while a few cases have been
reported from some European countries and from the United States.

C ~— o =
“Every morning | L= Lﬁ_i = r"J
wake up wishing that |8 T Gsem sl :‘f u-ﬂ-hf S

a miracle would
happen and I will

|||||| Human Rights Commission of Paklstan

Consultation on

become beautiful Strateg ies to
again.”

A 19-year old acid flght aCId Crlmes

attack survivor > Islamabad - October 17, 2015

Pakistan is among the few countries that have passed specific legislation related to acid crimes.
After years of advocacy and lobbying, acid violence was made a crime against the state with the
adoption of Acid Control and Acid Crime Prevention Act, 2011. Following the 2011 legislation,
the use of acid in violence is now a criminal, non-bailable and non-compoundable offence thatis
punishable with minimum 14 years to life imprisonment and a fine of one million rupees. The
legislation has also outlawed the sale of acid without a license and increased the penalty for
unlawful sale, from 500 rupees to 100,000 rupees and/or a year in jail for the first offense. The
cases are heard by the anti-terrorism courts.

Year 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Number of
attacks 45 22 49 77 51 67
Number of | g3 30 75 96 67 92
victims
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One clause which defies the basic principles of justice is that of collective responsibility. It
provides that the family or members of the tribe of a suspect can also be punished for the
criminal acts carried out by the suspect. In August 2011, then President Asif Ali Zardari signed
amendments to the FCR which included provisions that stated that women, children and the
elderly could not be arrested under the collective responsibility clause of the FCR. On the other
hand, in 2011 the government introduced an even more repressive law called Actions (in Aid of
Civil Power) Regulation which extended to both FATA and the Provincially Administered Tribal
Areas (PATA) and gave wide-ranging powers to the security forces to detain any suspect and
keep him outside the protection of law.

Such laws continue to have serious consequences for the population of FATA. In HRCP's
monitoring of particularly volatile districts of Pakistan, the following cases have been reported in
which FCR's clause on collective responsibility was invoked to arrest and detain people or the
rights of suspects were otherwise curtailed.

On January 24 in South Waziristan, security forced raided a house during a search operation.
They tortured and picked up a mentally challenged man who had abused them. When his uncle
tried to resist the arrest they also took him away and detained them.

An incident of arbitrary arrest and detention was reported from Kurram Agency in September
2015. Alocal tribesman Manzar Ali (aged 70) was arrested under the collective responsibility
clause of the FCR. He was picked up by Levies personnel from near his home after a fellow
tribesman was shot and killed by unidentified assailants. He was taken to a jail in Parachinar
where 15 other persons were also incarcerated in the same case.

Actions under the collective responsibility clause of the FCR also at times extend to forced
closure of the businesses and shops of the tribesmen to punish the tribe or the community for
supposed actions of anindividual or individuals from the tribe in question.

Such appropriation of guilt by association should have no place in a civilized society. The law is
discriminatory not just because the residents of FATA are dealt with through it while there are
completely different standards and laws for other citizens of Pakistan. The human rights
protection under the law of the land is further denied to FATA inhabitants of the area being
outside the jurisdiction of the superior courts.

The fundamental rights guaranteed in the Constitution are supposed to act as a check on
powers of the state to prevent arbitrary and unlawful actions. However, since the Pakistan Penal
Code does not extend to FATA, the state has given a free hand to unconstitutional forces and
continues to enactlaws contrary to human rights standards.

The region of FATA has been neglected for far too long; the 'otherization' of the area has
continued for such a long time and the armed conflict has taken such a toll that state institutions
have simply broken down. While once the area was governed by an administrator and local
elders, the scheme of things preferred by the authorities has been upended by the killing of tribal
elders and the armed conflict and forced displacement. What is needed today is the rebuilding
of society by providing the basic needs of the long suffering population.

The state has a unique opportunity now, since the displaced persons from FATA are returning
home after a military operation to resume their lives. It should use this opportunity to give the
FATA residents a new vision by slashing laws like FCR and introducing much needed
infrastructure development.
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FCR and human rights in FATA

Civil society, human rights organisations and many legal experts are in agreement that the
Protection of Pakistan Act (2014), Actions (in Aid of Civil Power) Regulation (2011) and the 21st
Amendment to the Constitution have a profound impact on fundamental rights of the accused,
including denial of the due process.

The authorities have sought to justify these laws and the curbs they place on rights of accused
and suspects in the context of Pakistan's fight against terrorism.

However, as far as draconian laws denying citizens' rights to due process and other
fundamental rights are concerned, nothing predates the Frontier Crimes Regulations (FCR).

The FCR is a set of legal provisions that has been used to govern the region of Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) since 1901. It violates a range of human rights. As a special
set of laws applicable only to FATA, the FCR denies the residents of this region three basic
rights; the right to appeal, the right to legal representation and the right to present reasoned
evidence. This is referred to locally as 'appeal, wakeel (counsel) and daleel (argument or
defence)'.

The FCR, which has its origins in the British law Murderous Outrages Regulation of 1877, was
initially introduced to give the British government additional powers to reign in the rebellious
Pakhtun tribes. The decision to retain it as a law in Pakistan laid the foundation for the unequal
treatment of the residents of FATA, leaving them at the mercy of unelected Jirgas whose
punishments were legalized. Those convicted by Jirgas lack even the right to challenge the
verdictin a court of law.
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Disaster management is today a science, which encompasses much more than one or two national or
provincial-level institutions. In its essence, it is the creation of plans through which communities reduce
vulnerability to hazards and cope with disasters.

Ten years after Pakistan's worst natural disaster in terms of fatalities and human suffering, the latest
earthquake serves as a reminder to reflect on what is in place in terms of strategies and coping mechanisms to
avert and respond to disasters.

In the form of NDMA and PDMAs, an institutional mechanism is in place, at least in theory, to coordinate the
response and work out strategies to prevent disasters taking place or ensuring that theirimpact is minimised.

But numerous other areas towards which civil society as well as international experts and organisations have
drawn attention of the authorities remain unattended.

The disaster management regime has made no serious effort to put in place or enforce building codes and
construction standards, including seismically strengthened construction methods. It is all the more
disappointing that that has not been done even with respect to the construction of schools and other public
buildings.

Even early warning systems for natural phenomena such as floods, which can be predicted with considerable
accuracy, are not fully in place. This aggravates the damage and suffering for the people in the nearly annual
devastation caused by the floods.

Even today, Pakistan does not have an official policy or framework to deal with internal displacement. This
despite the fact that in almost each of the last seven years or so the number of internally displaced persons
(IDPs) in Pakistan has been higher than refugees. Pakistan has failed to heed repeated calls by human rights
organisations to benefit from the UN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement.

Devolution of powers and authority is the mantra of this age. Yet the institutional disaster management model is
very much centralised at the provincial stage and there has been little effort to build capacity at the divisional,
district and tehsil levels to respond to any calamity. This has serious implications, in case a disaster strikes, for
cities and towns far from the provincial capitals. Far-flung areas where access is difficult at the best of times are
particularly vulnerable.

Itis important to scrutinize the performance of ERRA, a body primarily established for the rehabilitation of the
affectees and reconstruction of houses, hospitals and schools after the 200 earthquake. It appears that many
projects assigned to ERRA remain incomplete still. Despite ERRA's commitment to rebuild around 5,700
schools, reconstruction work on nearly 2,800 has still not been completed. Out of planned 306 health facilities
to be rebuilt, 115 are yet to be reconstructed. Much can and should be done in terms of transparency and
access to and sharing of information, especially with the local communities.

The affected or vulnerable communities still have little or no say in the decision-making process before, during
or after a disaster strikes. Inclusive and informed decision making has been stressed by civil society
organisations but has not found favour with the decision makers.

In various engagements with the stakeholders, and particularly in a consultation on disaster preparedness and
management that Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) organised in August this year, the
aforementioned and other aspects of disaster management that deserve immediate attention have been
highlighted.

It has been emphasised, for instance, that in FATA the disaster management authority is not a permanent body
and relies on UN agencies for funding. Since the authority in FATA is disconnected from other disaster-related
projects at the secretariat level, it leads to uncoordinated relief and response efforts.

Because disasters can often be unpredictable, it is important that disaster management is done on an ad hoc
basis and that it should not focus only on relief efforts based on aid and foreign funding. Also, the National
Disaster Management Act, 2010, has been in place for five years and now it is vital to assess and evaluate the
working of National Disaster Management Authority.

In the final analysis, the performance of the national disaster management mechanism has to be judged by the

quality of response to disasters and its ability to keep the damage to the minimum by being better prepared and
consulting the communities and incorporating their concerns and priorities into its decision making.
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Disaster management

Did the last decade
count for something?

NP

On October 26, Pakistan was hit by a strong earthquake. Nearly 300 people were killed and hundreds injured in
collapsing buildings. Thousands were left without shelter ahead of the approaching winter. Much of the
damage occurred in the northern mountainous parts of the country.

Earthquakes are not uncommon in Pakistan's north, but this one struck almost exactly a decade after the 7.6
magnitude October 8, 2005 quake that had caused massive devastation in northern Pakistan. Around 80,000
people were killed and millions left homeless at the time. Even though the human and material damage caused
by the October 26 tremors pales in comparisons with the 2005 calamity, it has raised questions regarding the
state's capacity to cope with such upheavals and its commitment towards disaster preparedness and
management.

The 2005 earthquake had led to the creation of a national and subsequently provincial disaster management
authorities (NDMA and PDMAs) and Earthquake Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Authority (ERRA).

The disaster management regime has been assigned to work towards preventing natural disasters, as well as
preparing to respond to such events and mitigating theirimpact. Since 2005, the NDMA and PDMAs have been
expected to respond to not just earthquakes, but other natural disasters such as floods, as well as
displacement caused by armed conflictin parts of the country.
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Moratorium on death penalty demanded

™ : "I' ,;

HRCP offices and activists across Pakistan observed October 10, 13th World Day Against the
Death Penalty, by holding demonstrations and vigils calling for suspending hanging in the
country. They said that halting executions should lead to abolition of the death penalty in the
country.

HRCP organised a consultation on the theme in Islamabad on October 10, where civil society
activists, lawyers and federal lawmakers share their views on “the death penalty regime” in
Pakistan.

They noted that once there were only two offences in Pakistan that carried the death penalty but
the number had now ballooned to well over two dozen. The participants said that the world over
legislation, especially regarding the death penalty, was done after a long discussion. But that
had not been the case in Pakistan.

The participants noted with concern that from January to late September, as many as 236
convicts had been executed | Pakistan. They said that the executions had initially been resumed
under the guise of fighting terrorism against the backdrop of the brutal attack on schoolchildren
at Army Public School in Peshawar in December 2014. However, within a couple of months
executions were resumed for all individuals convicted under death penalty offences.

They said that there was no credible evidence to suggest that capital punishment worked as a
deterrence to serious crime, and the high numbers of executions in the world's top executing
states were a proof of that.

The participants of the seminar later held a demonstration outside the National Press Club in
Islamabad to demand the government impose a moratorium on executions, actively pursue
reduction of death penalty offences, and that these steps should lead to abolition of the death
penalty in Pakistan.
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Remembering our CEDAW commitments

Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women

Article 10
Education

Governments must end

discrimination against girls and
women in education. Girls and women
have a right to education, just as boys
and men do. Girls and women should
have access to career guidance and
professional training at all levels; to
studies and schools; to examinations,
teaching staff, school buildings, and
equipment; and opportunities to get
scholarships and grants, the same as
boys and men. Girls and women have
the right to take part in sports and
physical education, and to get specific
information to ensure the health and
well-being of families. Governments
should make sure girls do not drop out

of school. They should also help girls Article 11 Article 14
and women who have left school early to o
return and complete their education. Employment Ru ral glrls aﬂd women
i e Women have a right to work Governments must do
just like men. They should be something about the problems
able to join a profession of their choice. of girls and women who live in rural
Women must have the same chances areas and help them look after and
to find work, get equal pay, promotions contribute to their families and
and training and have access to healthy communities. Girls and women in rural
and safe working conditions. Women areas must be supported to take part
. should not be discriminated against in and benefit from rural development,
i because they are married, pregnant, just health care, loans, education and
v # had a child or are looking after children. proper living conditions, just like boys
g Women should get the same assistance and men do. Rural girls and women
Article 12 from the government for retirement, have a right to set up their own groups
H ea Ith unemployment, sickness and old age. and associations.
Governments must make sure Article 15
that girls and women are not
discriminated against in health care. LaW

Girls and women must get health care
on the same terms as boys and men.
In particular, women have the right to
services related to family planning
and pregnancy.

Girls and women and boys and

men are equal before the law,
including laws about freedom to go
where they choose, choosing where to
live, signing contracts and buying and
selling properties. Women have the
same ‘legal capacity’ as men.

Article 16
Marriage and family life

Women have the same rights

as men to choose whom they

matry, the number of children they

want to have and to care forthem

Article 13 when they are born. Women also have
. . " the equal right to the property that

ECO nomic an d SOC|aI ! [fe they get with their husband while they

. Girls and women have the same are married. To end child marriage,

rights as boys and men in all governments must set a lowest age

areas of economic and social life, like for marriage and make sure this

getting family benefits, getting bank is followed.

loans and taking part in sports and All marriages must be registered

cultural life. (officially recorded
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