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- CRC: the long road to implementation

z
20151 August 2015

Pakistan was a long way from implementing the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the fact
that it had been far from enthusiastic in implementing recommendations made by the Committee on the
Rights of the Child in 2009 had made the task that much harder. This was the conclusion of a consultation
the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan organised in Islamabad on July 28 to discuss Pakistan’s
performance on implementation of the CRC.

Representatives of various civil society organisations and researchers working on child rights
participated in the event.

They noted that Pakistan had so far submitted five periodic reports to the UN Committee on the Rights of
the Child to offer details regarding implementation of the CRC. The most recent report was submitted in
January 2015. In its last response to Pakistan’s combined 3rd and 4th periodic reports in 2009, the UN
committee had made 54 recommendations, more than half of which were repeated from the committee’s
response to Pakistan’s second periodic reportin 2003, the participants stated.

The participants evaluated the performance on implementing the 54 recommendations that Pakistan had
received on child rights from the CRC committee and the 21 child-specific recommendations the country
had accepted during its 2012 Universal Periodic Review (UPR). The consultation looked at four broad
areas: legislative concerns; education and health; alternative care; and vulnerabilities and exploitation of
children.

They said that it was a matter of shame and disappointment that Pakistan had failed to meet the targets
set in child-specific Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). They said that it was alarming that Pakistan
had failed to implement even the 21 child-specific recommendations it had accepted during its last UPR.

The participants called for urgent and meaningful action to curb violence being committing against
children and particularly highlighted the additional vulnerabilities of refugee and internally displaced
children, children in armed conflict, physically and mentally challenged children as well as street children.
They said that the needs of children in the legal process had not been addressed and even the measures
provided in the Juvenile Justice System Ordinance had been lacking.

It was acknowledged that allocation of resources was important for providing quality education and health
to the children but a strong commitment was the most important thing and if that was there resources
could be generated. The participants concluded that without a strong commitment to implementation the
children of Pakistan would continue to be denied any benefit from ratification of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child.

R
Pekistan's performance
o CRC implementation \




- — — — beenforcibly taken from a Bara-based faction of Laskar-e-Islam, a militant anti-state group. A- —
- — — — spokespersen for Laskar-e-Islam elaimed+esponsibility fortheattaek. — — — — — — — — — — —
o On May 18, unidentified men on a motorbike shot and killed tribal leader Sahib Khan. He
was returning home from Jamrud Bazar with his grandson when he was killed. Militants'
involvement was suspected. Afew months earlier, Sahib Khan's son had also been targeted in an

attack by unidentified militants.

o On May 20, an explosion killed one member of a volunteer peace force and injured two
others. No group accepted responsibility but militant extremists were believed to be behind the
attack.

Orakzai Agency
o On May 10, Taliban militants kidnapped, shot and killed a man they accused of passing
information about them to the authorities. The victim was 18-years-old and the Taliban said they
had killed him to set an example for others. I N
. On June 5, a man who had been opposing the Taliban ! Total number of victims: 191
was kidnapped and killed by the militants. The Taliban had :
also attempted to abduct him six months earlier.

. On June 15, a man who had been helping with the
security forces' operation against militants was gunned down
by unidentified men when he was returning home from a
mosque. He had previously been threatened by the Taliban.

1
1
: Khyber, 5 Bajaur, 5
1
1
1
. On June 25, a man, whose family had been assisting :
1
I
1
1
1
1
1
.

the security forces' operation against the militants, was a South Waziristan, 2

abducted and killed by the Taliban. Orakzai, 4
Mohmand, 3

Mohmand

. In February, members of the local peace committee

were attacked by unidentified assailants. The COMMItIEE m wm m mm o o o o o o o o o i o o o

members were patrolling Shandara area of Baizai Tehsil when

an explosive device went off on the road. Four volunteers were injured in the attack.

. On May 7, a member of a local peace committee was killed in an apparently targeted

bomb attack in Safi sub-district. The security forces reached the area after the attack and defused

another bomb.

. On May 27, three peace committee members were injured in a landmine blast while they

travelled in a vehicle. Alocal Taliban faction claimed responsibility for the attack.

South Waziristan

. In South Waziristan, on March 23, a man known for his anti-Taliban views in the Anar
Cheena area, Shakai sub-district, was abducted and killed. The villagers later found his body with
numerous bullet wounds near his house. Since he had no known enmity, it was presumed that he
was abducted and killed by the Taliban.

L e — OnJune6,amanwho had been speaking out against Taliban excesses was abducted
. andkilled by the miltants.
While citizens are not immune from lawlessness and random acts of violence in any part of the
country, asking citizens to take up arms to secure their neighbourhoods is shown to have raised

the risks they face.

They are not only exposed to dangers of injury or death at the hands of the militants but also to
further brutalization of society amid more weapons being placed in the hands of civilians.

The military should move out of these areas only after ensuring that the threat of militancy has
been eliminated and the citizens would remain safe. The high profile people who have been part
of organised efforts to resist the militants should get appropriate security. It is the government's
responsibility to protect the lives and right of its citizens, and leaving the citizens to fend for
themselves id overlooking that basic responsibility.

Vi
2015/ August 2015 54 Monthly JEHD-E-HAQ G R e bR b0




efforts in FATA

The lingering militancy in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) has taken a heavy toll on the
population amid brutal attacks and violence. During security forces' operations against militant extremists
there the authorities have sought to organise male citizens into lashkars and peace committees at the
community level to stand up to the extremists.

In the short-term, this strategy might have boosted the anti-militancy operations, however, it has come at
adirect costto the citizens who have joined this effort. Many have faced targeted retaliatory attacks.

With active military operations ending in some parts of FATA, most of the citizens' groups have been
disbanded but the militants continue to carry out targeted attacks against individuals who were part of the
lashkars and peace committees. They are also targeting citizens they suspect had helped the authorities
in countering the militancy. Sometimes, people have been killed for speaking out against the Taliban and
allegedly providing information about them to the authorities.

Over the first six months of 2015, a total of 19 cases were reported from FATA where individuals were
targeted for supporting the anti-militancy efforts of the authorities. The highest number of cases was
reported from Bajaur and Khyber, followed by Orakzai, Mohmand and South Waziristan.

2015: Attacks on civilians helping counter-militancy efforts

Bajaur | Khyber | Orakzai | Mohmand South Total
Waziristan
5 5 Baja 4 ur 3 2 19
. On January 8, two unidentified motorcyclists shot and injured a man who had been
facilitating the authorities in tackling the terrorists. The victim was hospitalised.
. On January 18, a man said to be supporting the security forces' efforts in countering

terrorism was targeted in a bombing when he was going to a mosque to offer Fajr prayers. He was injured
in the explosion. Five persons were arrested over suspicion of theirinvolvementin the attack.

. On January 22, a man who was part of an Aman Lashkar (peace militia), formed to maintain
security and resist Taliban attacks was shot and killed by unidentified men. He did not have any enmity
with anyone and militants' involvement was suspected in the targeted attack.

. On May 2, the son of an influential member of peace committee was targeted and killed in a
bombing. The deceased was a primary school teacher and was on his way to work in the morning when
_| _ __ thebombexploded.Hereceived critical injuries anddiedatahospital. _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
. On May 11, two tribal elders were killed in a remote-controlled explosion in Bar Kamar area, in
security forces' operation against the militants. Both succumbed to their injuries while four other people
were also killed as a result of the blast.

Khyber

. On January 24, four members of a group of volunteers fighting against militant extremists were
targeted in a bombing during a routine patrol in Narray Baba area. Two volunteers died and another two
were injured. No one claimed responsibility but the militants that the volunteer force had been fighting had
beeninvolved in previous similar attacks.

. On January 24, another member of the same volunteer group was shot and killed by unidentified
militants. Acase was registered against Lashkar-e-Islam, a militant group active in the district.
o On February 8, three members of a government-supported volunteer militia were killed and five

others were wounded when an explosive device went off in Nari Bab area of Tirah Valley. The house had
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—————— to be hospitalized.-Her husband-approached-the police-to register a-case but they- — — —
refused, stating that the action was legal.

* On June 11, security forces personnel beat up three persons protesting against the
election results. Supporters of different political parties were protesting against the
results of the GBLA-16 constituency when the personnel dispersed the crowd. A
representative of the local administration asked the protestors to choose three
representatives for talks. The three men selected were taken to Chilas Rest House and
allegedly beaten with pipes, rods and batons.

* On June 13, an independent election candidate from the GBLA-17 constituency was
arbitrarily detained and severely beaten by police for submitting a complaint against
security personnel deputed at a polling station. According to the victim, he had
submitted a complaint to an officer of the security detail deployed for election duty in
Diamer that personnel on duty at Thak Nalah had facilitated rigging. He said that the
officer allegedly ordered the police to book the complainant on charges related to
terrorism and public mischief against him and 150 of his supporters. The candidate and
local journalists said that most of the booked supporters had been arrested within one
week and many claimed to have been beaten in custody.

Skardu

* On June 8, a man died when he slipped and fell following a clash between political
opponents on polling day. Police had used tear gas and batons to disperse the crowd.
The victim tried to escape the police beating but fell into the ditch and died. Two persons
were also injured when they jumped into the ditch to save the victim.

* On June 6, a man campaigning for an election candidate was beaten allegedly by
workers of Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N). Allegedly they also complained to
the police that he was driving while under the influence of alcohol. Police arrested him,
however, a medical examination showed that he was not drunk. He was released after
two days. He said police had beaten him on both nights, which he claimed had left his
body covered in bruises. He said he had submitted a complaint to the Inspector General
of Police in Gilgit-Baltistan but he had notreceived aresponse.

Ganche

* On June 12, a candidate for legislative assembly elections threatened another
candidate for the religio-political party Majlis-e-Wahdatul Momineen (MWM) for dividing
the vote bank of the former. The perpetrator accused the MWM candidate of receiving
money from the PML-N and standing in the elections just to divide the votes, and
facilitating the PML-N victory from the seat. The MWM candidate alleged that the
candidate had threatened to kill him and stated that they could murder him and make it
look like a road accident any time. The victim said that he had informed the police but
claimed the police were incapable of taking action against the influential perpetrators.

* OnJune 1, four workers of the PML-N claimed that they had been tortured by the police

0T T T = during custody for atlegedly attackingworkers of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) political- — — —
party. They claimed that they were innocent but police had beaten them with sticks and

kicked and punched them because the PTI candidate from the constituency enjoyed

influence with the police.

For an election where there were grave apprehensions of sectarian and other violence, the
June 8 exercise was largely violence-free. However, it is imperative to investigate the
complaints of unbridled use of force and torture made against the security forces and the police.
Doing that would not only demonstrate commitment to punish those abusing the coercive force
the state placed on their disposal but also to learn from past mistakes and ensure truly violence-
free elections and policing.
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beyond polling day violence
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The generally orderly conduct of the Gilgit-Baltistan Legislative Assembly (GBLA) elections,
held on June 8, was welcomed by civil society organisatons, including the Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP). There had been apprehension of sectarian tensions or
clashes during the elections but none was reported.

However, the elections and the days following the elections were not entirely violence-free.

HRCP field monitors reported some incidents of polling day violence, as well as several cases of
hostility among opposing political groups and torture, mistreatment and highhandedness at the
hands of police and the security forces. The main incidents are briefly recounted below.

Diamer

* On June 10, the security forces raided Thore village to apprehend several people
wanted on charges of unruly behaviour and disturbing the elections. Some security
personnel beat up villagers, and destroyed five houses with bulldozers. On election day,

0 a clash had occurred between workers of Pakistan People's Party (PPP) andthoseofan™ —

L ) independent candidate at-a -polling-station.- The PPP-workers had-reportedly-stolen- — — —

ballot boxes, thrown them in a river and snatched weapons from security personnel at

the polling station. During a 15-hour military operation the next day in the nearby Thore

village, the suspects were not found. The following day, the military arrived with

bulldozers and demolished five houses. The villagers then handed over a PPP

candidate from that constituency, and 42 of his supporters to the security personnel.

While sharing details of their detention following their release, the men taken into

custody said they were first detained and beaten by the personnel at Chilas Rest House

and subsequently in police custody. Police registered a case against them under the

Anti-terrorism Act.

* OnJune 8, security forces personnel at a polling station in Batoh Kot beat a woman voter
with sticks when she tried to jump the queue to cast her vote because she had painin her
legs and could not stand for much longer. She fell unconscious after the beating and had
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Reported cases of police torture
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him to a police station and kicked, punched and beat him with sticks for over an hour. They made
him sign a reconciliation agreement later and warned him against telling anyone about the
incident. The superintendent of police suspended three police personnel after members of the
union of journalists protested outside the police station.

* In Ghizer, on April 20, two students of the 9th and 10th grade were arrested by the police on
charges of murder. For four nights they were beaten with batons in judicial lockup as police
asked them to confess the murder. Their parents said they were afraid to register a complaint
against the torture for fear that their detained children would be treated even more harshly aftera
complaint.

* InTank, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, on May 16, a man was allegedly tortured by the SHO of Tank City
Police Station city for refusing to pay a bribe. The victim claimed that the SHO had visited his
superstore and demanded money and once he refused, the SHO and other policemen started
beating him. The police, however, claimed that during a body search, a pistol was found on him
and he had abused policemen. An inquiry was instituted and the SHO transferred.

* In Dadu, on May 27, two policemen in plain clothes raided a house and took a suspect into
custody. They also beat up his mother when she tried to stop them.

* InLarkana, in the morning on June 22, police stopped a man driving a car and demanded to see
his driver's license. When he failed to produce the license, the police asked for a bribe. On his
refusal, they snatched cash and a cell phone from him. They took him to the police station where
they beat him and later threw him outside his house in an unconscious condition at midnight. He
submitted an application to the Larkana special superintendant of police (SSP) who suspended
three policemen, including a station house officer (SHO).

Many victims said that they chose not to obtain a medical certificate or report the matter to the authorities
because they were afraid that the police would retaliate. Some said that reporting the cases was pointless
as they would lead to a departmental inquiry at best and felt that the inquiry would not be independent.

In many cases, the police refused to register a case against one of their own and threatened the victims
and their families.

The incidence of torture can be reduced by setting up independent complaint mechanisms and offering
protection to the complainants who fear retaliation by the police. Certainty of justice will encourage the
victims to come forward with complaints and will chip away at the impunity the perpetrators enjoy.

The pervasive nature of such excesses also strengthens the argument for inclusion in the penal code of a
specific crime covering custodial torture. Last but not least, in line with Pakistan's obligations under CAT,
a mechanism of financial compensation for the victims should be put in place in cases where torture is
proven.
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' Ending torture remains an ongoing battle
When Pakistan ratified the Convention against Torture (CAT)
in 2010, civil society organisations had hoped that the
government would make meaningful efforts to end pervasive

torture. Half a decade later, there has been little movement
towards thatgoal.

HRCP monitors from around 55 selected districts across six
regions of the country over the first six months of 2015
reported 59 cases of torture where the perpetrator were the
police. Few cases of police torture were reported from the
selected districts in Federally Administered Tribal Areas
(FATA) and Balochistan. However, torture in detention by
security forces was reported from there.

Many of the victims were suspects tortured by policemen
during questioning to extract information or a confession.
Families of the suspects who tried to intervene in their arrest
were also beaten up, especially in Sindh. Sometimes,
individuals who were stopped at road check points and
asked for a bribe or had an argument with the police were
subjected to torture.

However, in many cases the torture was systematic and planned. The victims were beaten up or tortured
by other means at somewhat regular intervals for days. A break-up of the reported cases showed that the
incidence of police torture was higherin some regions than the other.

Ofthe 59 cases involving torture by the police, the highest number of cases emerged from Gilgit Baltistan,
followed by Sindh and South Punjab.

January - June 2015: Incidents involving police torture

Gilgit Interior South Khyber Total
Baltistan | Sindh Punjab | Pakhtunkhwa
25 24 2 8 59

Some of the emblematic cases are as follows:

* In Diamer, on February 12, police arrested four members of a student organisation for alleged
involvement in terrorism-related activities. They had been tracked through a press release they

had issued to highlight illegal recruitments in a government department. For two days they were

B A U an anti-terrorism court. The courtremanded them into police custody for seven days. During this- —
time, the suspects said policemen continued to beat them with water pipes with a view to get a

confession. Two of the victims had to be hospitalized later because of the injuries sustained

during torture. After the remand period, the court issued an order to release them because no

evidence had been produced to show their involvement in terrorist activities. Their legal counsel

informed the judge that they had been tortured by police during remand but the judge ignored the

complaint.

* In Gilgit, police arrested a man on a charge of theft on March 15. He said that policemen kicked
and beat him with sticks intermittently for three hours to get a confession out of him. He was
detained for two days and as part of torture the police also made him sign papers to the effect that
he was divorcing his wife. Upon his release, the victim approached a local newspaper (daily
Awsaf) which published a report on his ordeal on March 20.

®* In Skardu, on March 28, police briefly took into custody a journalist who had argued with
policemen who had asked him to move his car to a parking area. The journalist had argued that
other people had also parked their cars where his car was parked. A number of policemen took
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| _ __ __ was _issued_many recommendations _by _the UN_Working _Group _on_enforced and_involuntary __ _ __

disappearances in 2012 and another eight during the Universal Period Review 2012 (a review of human
rights situation of all UN member states), of which Pakistan accepted only four. However, none of these
recommendations were implemented. The recommendations included criminalization of enforced
disappearance and becoming a party to the convention on disappearances. Neither suggestion has been
heeded.

Crimes in the name of honour

The so-called honour crimes are criminal acts which have been committed to protect or defend the
supposed honour or reputation of a family. The crimes are mostly aimed at women and can include
physical abuse and even murder. The violence is supposed to restore the perpetrator's honour in
response to a woman's actual or supposed defiance through actions such as matrimonial choice, or even
talking to a stranger in person or on the phone. The practice is common in a handful of countries in the
world, Pakistan being one of them. According to HRCP's figures, 128 women were subjected to physical
abuse or murdered by male members of their family in the name of honor in the first six months of 2015.

Despite the passage of the Criminal Law Amendment Act in 2004, which defined 'honour' crimes and
gave a harsher punishment for perpetrators, such a crime continues. The shortcomings in the law have
been criticized by civil society and women rights groups. There is also the fact that the fundamental
players in the criminal justice regime, including judges, lawyers, police, etc., are either unaware of the law
or are subject to the same biases which result in 'honour' crimes. There is an urgent need for a sustained
campaign to raise awareness about such crimes so that when individuals commit such crimes, family
members, neighbors and society do notlend support to their actions but bring them to justice.

Attacks against minorities

The religious and sectarian minorities in Pakistan have been no strangers to economic and social
discrimination, but in recent years they have also been facing violent attacks on account of their faith.
Muslim minority sects including Hazara and other Shias and Ismailis have suffered attacks in the forms of
targeted killings of prominent members of the community, as well as suicide bombings and attacks on
their places of worship. There have been at least five incidents in the last three years where persons
belonging to minority sects were slaughtered on the road as they travelled for pilgrimage or otherwise.
Ahmadis have suffered targeted faith-based violence, as have Christians and Hindus. According to
HRCP's monitoring in 52 districts of Pakistan, religious minorities were targeted 22 times in faith-based
attacks in the first sixmonths of 2015. This figure included at least two attacks on their places of worship.

After a deadly suicide attack following a Sunday Mass in a church in Peshawar in 2013 which killed over
100 Christians, a significant development for the minorities in Pakistan came in the form of a June 2014
judgment by the Supreme Court, which highlighted and strongly condemned the grim situation of the
minorities. The judgment clarified and expanded the scope of Article 20 of the Constitution, which
guarantees the right to freedom of religion. The ruling recommended that international human rights law
and standards should be incorporated into domestic law and that a task force should be set up to promote
religious tolerance. Ayear on, the recommendations remains unimplemented and as direly needed.

Attacks onrights defenders & journalists

International and local reports, rankings and experts continue to declare Pakistan as an extremely
dangerous country for human rights defenders and journalists. The failure to bring the perpetrators to
justice is believed to further embolden them. Even the perpetrators of attacks on high-profile journalists

and rights defenders continue to elude justice. The 2015 report by Reporters Without Borders, an
international media freedom watchdog, observed that the fact that crimes of violence againstjournalists™ —
| __ __ __ arerarelysolved and punished reinfarces a climate dominated by death threats and physical attacks. ~ _ _ __ __

In the first six months of 2015, HRCP recorded 11 incidents of attacks against journalists and human
rights defenders in the 52 districts of Pakistan.

The most prominent incident of attacks against human rights defenders in 2015 occurred in Karachi on
April 24, when the director of the café T2F, Sabeen Mahmud was shot dead while on her way home after
hosting a talk on the issue of enforced disappearances in Balochistan. She was shot by a young man who
later told the police he was offended by her liberal lifestyle and progressive views. He was arrested but
was yet to be sentenced.

It does not take rocket science to banish such alarming violations-and denial of rights. However, the
journey begins with a strong commitment to human rights, a focus on ending impunity and deference to
human rights standards. So long as these ingredients remain in short supply, things are unlikely to
improve.
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-~ Pressing rights concerns that

refuse to go away

The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) has been closely monitoring the human rights
situation in over 52 districts across six regions of the country since September 2013. The regions are
Gilgit-Baltistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, FATA, South Punjab, Balochistan and Interior Sindh. Among the
11 violations being documented are torture, the so-called honor crimes, targeted attacks, enforced
disappearance, attacks against educational institutions, religious minorities, journalists and human rights
defenders. A closer look here at four of the most serious violations during the first six months of 2015 fails

tofind a silverlining.

Enforced disappearance

Enforced disappearance, where the state or its agents deprive a person of his liberty and refuse to
acknowledge this deprivation of liberty, is a serious crime under international law. Enforced
disappearance as a systematic practice began in Pakistan at the turn of the century in the context of the

fight against terrorism

and is now being
employed in all parts of
the country to fight not
only terrorism but also to
curb political dissent.

From disappearance
of nationalists and
suspected separatists in
Balochistan to picking
up of suspected Taliban
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
this practice now
extends to Sindh where
the abduction and
dumping of mutilated
bodies of nationalists
has been increasingly
reported.

In around 52 districts
across Pakistan, sixty
enforced disappearance
cases were brought to
HRCP's attention in the
first six months of 2015.

Despite the high

incidence of enforced
— disappeararce—being—
recorded all over the
country, Pakistan is yet |
to sign the United
Nations Convention for
the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced
Disappearance, a
convention already
endorsed by 94 nations.
No provision in the
domestic criminal law
deals specifically with
this grave violation of
human rights. Pakistan

Enforced disappearances

Number of enforced disappearances
reported from selected districts in the
first half of 2015

* Abdul Malik

Picked up in February by uniformed
security personnel and police during a
raid at his cousin's house in Abbotabad
where he had gone to attend a
wedding.

Mohammad Khalid

Abducted by men in security forces
uniform from a bus on RCD Road Quetta
in January

Sie

Attacks against minorities

Number of attacks against minorities in

In March, one Hindu man was killed and
four injured in an arson attack by
extremist from Muslim community in
Umerkot

Killed for being Shia

In February, militants, including four
suicide bombers, attacked an
Imambargah in Peshawar and killed 21
worshippers

Crimes in the name of honour

Incidents of crimes in the name of
honour in the first half of 2015

4 Poisoned

In June, a man murdered his 14 year old

daughter because she had talked to a
neighbor in Umerkot, Sindh

% Shot

In February, a man killed his step-
mother in Gilgit for allegedly helping
his sister elope with a man of a
different sect

Attacks on HRDs/journalists

Number of attacks against HRDs and

— — journalists-in the firsthalfef 201 — —| — —

n March, four rights activists were
beaten and injured for protesting
against a senior police officer in Dadu

" Beaten

n January, the bureau chief of a news
channel in Bahawalpur was tortured by
police for filing a report critical of their
superior
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the\wastehi

Is vital to make a
omprehensive law
against torture to
comply with the
United Nations

¥ Convention against
Torture (UNCAT)
which Pakistan
ratified in 2010.

Ending torture remains an ongoing battle — details on page 59
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Slum dwellers’ plight and righttoshelter

The action against slum dwellers in Islamabad's I-11 sector over the last few days of July has
exposed issues much larger than the dislocation of tens of thousands of residents of slums in
this one area of the federal capital.

The Capital Development Authority (CDA) had long been trying to get the land vacated and
started the action for ending encroachments after a recent judicial pronouncement. During the
operation over a couple of days, the administration razed hundreds of structures and arrested
scores of people. At least 66 individuals arrested were booked under Section 7 of the Anti-
Terrorism Act, 1997 (ATA) for “obstructing the authorities”, “demonstrating force with a view to
terrorizing citizens” and “creating mischief’. The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan
(HRCP) has stressed the importance of due process for the people arrested for protesting as
the houses were being bulldozed.

In this context, the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) has also urged the government to
immediately release, and drop all charges against,

dozens of people arrested in the context of a peaceful
protest against forced evictions. It has expressed
concern over the use of counter-terrorism laws against
peaceful protesters. In a statement released to the
media, the ICJ said: “Forcibly evicting people from their
homes without providing them any alternate housing
can in itself be a human rights violation. Arresting
peaceful protesters and denying their right to a fair trial
even further adds to the culpability of the authorities.”

The International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, which Pakistan ratified in 2008,
obligates States to recognize the right to an adequate
standard of living, which includes housing.

HRCP and several civil society organisations have

HRCP and several civil
society organisations have
called upon the authorities
engaged in the anti-
encroachment operation in
Sector I-11 to act in a
responsible manner. HRCP
has reminded the

government of its duty to
provide shelter to the people
of Pakistan and make
arrangements to provide
substitute housing to
inhabitants of informal
settlements.
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called upon the authorities engaged in the anti-
encroachment operation in Sector |-11 to act in a
responsible manner. HRCP has reminded the
government of its duty to provide shelter to the people of Pakistan and make arrangements to
provide substitute housing to inhabitants of informal settlements.

HRCP does not justify encroachment, but it believes that the authorities can surely understand
that the targeted slums did not offer the ideal lodging and, given a choice, most of the people

authorities are missing-is-that-eviction from-the-slums-will-not-make-these people-disappear— — — —
They will simply have to look for a home elsewhere.

The issue that really should have been at the heart of the whole episode but wasn'tis the state's
obligation to provide shelter and other amenities to the citizens.

Slums emerging in Pakistan's big cities is a direct response to the high cost of land and the
inability of a large proportion of the population to afford housing.

In that context, the government must consider ways to meet the shelter needs of residents of
informal settlements, providing them with viable, alternative lodgings before considering
eviction. Not only would such action be considered civilised and considerate but would also
indicate that the state is awake to its obligations.
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