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Consultations and demonstrations
On June 26, HRCP and Anti-Torture Alliance (ATA) held a consultation with the civil society
in Lahore to discuss legislation regarding torture in Pakistan.

The participants reiterated that although the UNCAT was ratified five years earlier, no law
had been enacted to criminalise torture. They said the prevailing laws did not offer a
definition or failed to cover the many situations with regard to torture; they advocated the
need for a specific law.

They said that torture was deeply ingrained in Pakistanis' everyday life and impeded
societal development. While torture affected marginalised communities more often, it had
not been uncommon for human rights defenders to become a target. They said that one of
the key problems was that there was no independent forum for investigated the complaints
with impartiality.

They said that the more political influence in police postings, appointments and transfers,
the worse the system would be. They also specified that police appointments must be made
by the department's own authorities and not the chief minister.

They demanded greater oversight for the powers vested in the police and the general law
enforcement mechanism and said a combination of corruption and lack of transparency
had strengthened the atmosphere of torture and impunity for the perpetrators.

They called upon the authorities to accept the demands with respect to torture highlighted
atthe June 25 press conference.

On June 26, other offices of HRCP also held activities to draw attention to show solidarity
with the victims of torture. In Karachi, HRCP, Piler and AHRC held a consultation on the
subject. The representatives of civil society organisations condemned the use of torture as
ameans of eliciting information or confession, or for any other purpose.

The HRCP Task Force organized in Hyderabad a demonstration to highlight custodial
torture. Representatives from different civil society organisations took part in the
demonstration and reminded the government to move beyond ratification, particularly
emphasising the state obligation to implement provisions of UNCAT.

\

The Lahore consultation
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Unfulfilled promises on
ending torture

Civil society and rights-respecting citizens had enthusiastically welcomed Pakistan ratifying the
United Nations Convention Against Torture (UNCAT) in mid-2010. Exactly half a decade later,
lack of progress on the measures that rights organisation had called and hoped for remain
missing, denying the citizens the benefits of the ratification. Custodial torture remain
disturbingly common in the law enforcement and penal systems.

As part of its campaign to end torture in Pakistan, the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan
(HRCP) organised several events around June 26, the International Day in Support of Victims of
Torture.

At a press conference in Lahore that HRCP organised jointly with Anti-Torture Alliance (ATA)
Pakistan, and Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) on June 25, the speakers said that
despite the 2010 ratification nolaw had yet been enacted to criminalise torture.

They said the Senate of Pakistan had passed a “toothless bill” in this respect in January 2015,
however, that needed to be amended in line with the UNCAT and the National Assembly must
take up the billin light of civil society demands.

The speakers stated that in the wake of the recently acquired GSP Plus status for Pakistan, the
level of state obligation for effective compliance with the UNCAT had further increased.

Key demands: On this occasion, a resolution was passed through which the organising human
rights groups called for:

e The parliament to enact law for criminalization of torture in line with UNCAT and to
ensure its vigorous enforcement.

e The government to end impunity for law enforcers, picking up people on suspicion orin
the name of national security.

* The government to establish rehabilitation centers for torture victims, and to pay them
compensation.

* The government to close private detention and torture cells, police and other law
enforcement agencies are running despite prohibition of torture in the Constitution.

e The government to respect international treaties, including the UNCAT and ratify its
optional protocol.

* The government to take immediate steps to end enforced disappearances, release all
those forcibly disappeared, and bring the perpetrators to justice.

e The government to ensure security of HR defenders, journalists, political activists,
writers and students by developing an effective mechanism.

e The authorities to modernize the criminal justice system by developing proper complaint
centers.

e Launch of reformin the lower judiciary and the prosecution system.

e The parliament to legislate to change the colonial-era policing system into a civilian
policing system.

e The provincial governments to check custodial torture in their respective jurisdiction.

* The Punjab government to improve human rights standards at police stations, lockups
andjails.
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In their communications with HRCP field monitors, members of the Hindu, Hazara and Zikri
communities have said that the threats and violence against them have grown as banned and
other extremist organisations have gained greater foothold in several parts of the province.
Outfits like Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ) have claimed responsibility for a number of such attacks.
The plight of the Hazara Shias at the hand of ouffits like Led has particularly been in the
spotlight as many have lost their lives at sea while trying to reach sanctuaries as far away as
Australia.

Members of the Hindu minority also complain about kidnappings for ransom. They believe
that their victimisation in this respect might have a faith-based element too. Hindu religious
leaders have been abducted for ransom, as well as a range of professionals. In May last year,
five children of a Hindu trader were kidnapped for ransom in Jaffarabad district. Dr Manoj
Kumar, an educationist, was abducted in Quetta in December 2014 and was released two
months later, reportedly after the family paid Rs 14 millionin ransom. There have been reports
that the ransom money provides funds for militants of all hues, perpetuating the cycle of
violence According to media reports, since 2008 there have been over 50 cases of abduction
of Hindus in the province, which has caused great alarm and anxiety among the Hindus.

Coping mechanisms

Speaking to HRCP monitors, members of the affected communities said that as a way of
coping they tried not to stay out of their homes after dark and those who could, such as the
Hazaras and Hindus, tried to live in areas where their community had a concentrated
presence. However, members of the Hazara community stated that living in the community
pockets alone led to an acute sense of isolation and marginalization. Some also said that in
the absence of action against the perpetrators, living in a couple of neighbourhoods of Quetta
for the sake of safety had made them “besieged sitting ducks”, as there had been massive
bombings by extremists groups that had caused very high casualties among the Hazaras.

They said that the desire for harmony and peaceful co-existence among common citizens
had not diminished but impunity for perpetrators of violence and the authorities' inability to
protect the citizens had dented the confidence of the vulnerable communities, leading to their
flight.

They said that although the Hazaras in Quetta had relocated to what they considered safer
areas, the fact that they had been forced to move for the sake of safety was a violation of the
constitutionally guaranteed freedom of movement and the freedom to choose their place of
residence without restriction.

Struggling for attention

Members of the Hindu and Zikri communities lamented that their plight had not been
adequately focused on by the government, provincial assembly and federal parliament or the
media.

Most of the members of the religious minority communities who shared their concerns with
HRCP monitors said that the solution to their growing vulnerability did not lie in providing
security to the minorities alone. They argued that finding a political solution to the insurgency
in parts of the province, ending impunity for the perpetrators of faith-based and other violence,
in conjunction with addressing the social and economic reasons for crime, rooting out banned
extremist groups and preventing promotion of extremist thought in madrassas held the key to
stepping back from the abyss.
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Blows to harmony and
tolerance in Balochistan

Known for being an exceptionally tolerant society not so long ago, Balochistan is
unfortunately often in the news now for faith-based violence, discrimination and crime such as
kidnappings for ransom. The deteriorating law and order situation in the province has led to a
large number of people moving to Quetta, the provincial capital, or to other parts of the
country, impacting not just the economic and cultural vibrancy of Balochistan, but also its
religious diversity.

Fleeing faith-based attacks
The migration from Balochistan has been particularly alarming because the religious
minorities had historically felt safe and well integrated into the society here. Reports by HRCP
field monitors suggest that members of religious minority groups have found it difficult to
adjust to this change. There might be a lack of agreement over precise figures, but it is
generally acknowledged that a large number of people have

migrated within or outside the province, owing to security
concerns over the last decade.

... “the desire for

Much of the migration has been by members of the harmo:_1y and peaceful
Shia Hazara community, which has either taken CO'EX’St?’]ce among
up residence in just two localities in Quetta or left common citizens had not

to find safety elsewhere in the country or even B[l 1o WV i@ 1] 17113 "A ()4
abroad. HRCP district monitors in Balochistan perpetrators of violence

have reported part of the Hindu population's and the authorities'inability
migration as well amid what they call growing to protect the citizens had

extremism and lawlessness. The Hazara Shia dented th fid f
and the Hindu residents of Balochistan say that ente eicontiaence o

the biggest threat comes from the growth of militant the vulnerable
extremist elements, which has left the targeted communities.”
religious minorities extremely vulnerable to violence,
kidnapping, and attacks on their places of worship.

Those feeling compelled to relocate inside or even out of the province include Zikris, a
minority Muslim sect in Balochistan, which has come under attack from extremist groups in
the last couple of years.

Even the Balochistan chief minister, Dr Malik Baloch, has repeatedly called extremism a
major threat to peace in the province. "Extremism is now deep-rooted in Balochistan,” he had
stated in December 2014.

Violence and kidnappings

Since January this year, at least a score of Hazara Shias have been killed in targeted
incidents of violence. Nearly a hundred members of minority communities were killed in
Balochistan in 2014 in targeted attacks. These included eight members of the Zikri
community who were gunned down in a worship place for the community in Awaran district.
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schools but that largely remained an announcement only because all the government schools in
Bannu already had students in excess of capacity. Several students had lodged protests and held
demonstrations but that had not made much difference. The IDPs said that many students simply had
to quit studies anyway because their families needed them to start working to provide for the family.
The IDPs said that the likelihood of an entire generation of North Waziristan youth being deprived of
education appeared to be getting stronger by the day.

Health and sustenance

Every registered IDP family got a monthly cash grant and supply of flour, cooking oil and lentils, which
were sufficient to meet at least the basic needs of the family. The IDPs were being provided free
healthcare facilities at government hospitals in Bannu, including Bannu Headquarter Hospital and
Khalifa Gulnawaz Hospital.

Challenges for religious minorities

At the time of the military operation at least 200 Hindu and Christian families had also fled North
Waziristan. Initially, these families had faced problems, including a refusal to register them as IDPs
because many had two addressed entered in their national identity cards. They did not get the food
ration and the facilities available to the other IDPs in the beginning. They were housed in missionary
schools. Later, however, they were granted the same benefits and assistance as IDPs from the
majority community.

The uncounted Pakistanis

Many of the challenges in meeting the IDPs' basic needs were exacerbated because of the
unexpected scale of the uprooted population. The number of the conflict displaced from North
Waziristan surprised even the authorities and exposed widespread lack of planning and preparation to
support and protect the displaced population.

According to the 1998 population census, the population of the entire FATA region, including North
Waziristan Agency, was 3.1 million. The figure was understood to not count a large number of women
as tribesmen had generally been reluctant to provide information about women family members. The
North Waziristan population was over 360,000, according to the 1998 census. When the June 2015
operation started the population was assumed by the authorities to be half a million.

However, the scale of the exodus far exceeded the assumed numbers. Nearly 400,000 displaced
individuals from North Waziristan registered with the authorities within a week of the operation starting
and the number exceeded one million in the first month. Towards the end of June, the defence minister
had said that the government expected the number of displaced persons from North Waziristan to be
around 700,000. In November, another minister said the number was around two million, including 1.5
million registered and half a million unregistered individuals.

While talking to HRCP district monitors, a number of North Waziristan IDPs expressed some
satisfaction that the misery of displacement aside, they were happy that in the future estimates of the
region's population would be more realistic.

The IDPs demanded a clear timeframe on when they would be able return to their villages and towns
and when they would be compensated for destruction of their property, including houses.

They said that the recovery and development activities in North Waziristan would be as crucial for the
region as the military operation and without that any gains of the operation might be wasted.

They demanded that they must be consulted in the decision-making process on camp management,
assistance and returns. There is an urgent need to simplify the registration process of IDPs. It is also
vital to address the disproportionate impact of displacement on women and children, including
education, physical and mental health and economic issues.
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North Waziristan
Persisting with the displacement crisis

Forced migrations has long been a challenge for Pakistan. The country has been and continues to be
home to millions of Afghan refugees. In the past few years, the number of refugees has been matched
and at times exceeded by multitudes of internally displaced Pakistanis. The biggest drivers of internal
displacementin the country over the last decade have been natural disasters and armed conflict.

The most recent internal displacement crisis started in Pakistan in June 2014 after the military
launched Operation Zarb-e-Azb in North Waziristan to dislodge extremist militants. According to
official figures, around 110,000 families had been forced to flee their homes in North Waziristan.
According to unofficial sources, the number is much higher. Residents from North Waziristan have
informed HRCP monitors in interviews in June and early July that with the announcement for the
operation along series of challenges had begun for them.

HRCP field monitors in many areas where the internally displaced persons (IDPs) from North
Waziristan Agency had found shelter interviewed people with respect to the experience and
challenges they had faced. The following accounts cover the main concerns and suggestions by the
North Waziristan IDPs. Although an attempt was made to gather concerns of women as well, but that
proved to be difficult on account of cultural sensitivities.

How it started

The displaced persons said that as soon as Operation Zarbe-Azb in June 2014 was announced a
curfew was imposed across North Waziristan. People had started leaving North Waziristan in
anticipation of an operation much before the official announcement. The curfew made it difficult for the
people who wanted to leave. Although the government had announced that transport would be
provided to evacuate the population from North Waziristan, the overwhelming majority of people the
HRCP monitors spoke to said that the provision of transport by the government had been the exception
and not the rule. They said that generally people had to walk at least 40-kilometre to reach Bannu
district. The journey took between three and five days on foot. The IDPs spoke of the difficulties along
the way and some also said that children and elderly people had died on the way. The severe hot
weather and lack of food added to the uprooted population's woes during the journey.

Although all parts of North Waziristan have been affected by the operation in some way, but the
hardest-hit areas have been parts of the Mir Ali sub-district, including Hyderkhel, Epi, Hassukhel,
Moski, harmaz, Eisoori, Zeerki, Khadi, Eidak, Hakeemkhel and Mubarakshabhi.

Issues of shelter

Because Bannu is the main urban centre nearest to North Waziristan, the uprooted population
preferred to look for shelter there. But a city of a million people was always going to struggle to house
around 1.5 million IDPs. Countless families had to stay under the open sky for several days initially.
With the arrival of IDPs, the demand for rented accommodation spiked and property owners raised
rents unreasonably. The HRCP monitors were informed that the displaced families were at times living
more than a dozen persons to a single room. As many as 40 people were reported to have taken shelter
in one three-marla house.

Tens of thousands of displaced persons who were initially reluctant to be housed in the official IDP
camp had later moved there. That decision was generally forced by the exorbitant rent demands or
after families ran out of money to pay the rent.

Education

According to the Education Department, the education of 100,000 students from NWA had been
disrupted by the operation. The IDPs that HRCP monitors talked to said that most of these students
had lost a whole year of education and were on the verge of losing another. They said that after their
displacement, the government had announced that displaced students would be admitted to nearby

20150305 July 2015 58 Monthly JEHD-E-HAQ o 2D o budbo




Domestic violence legislation
in Pakistan

Passed in 2013 Passed in 2014 :Ie‘;:sﬁ::f;
Federal
Punjab
KP
Sindh

Balochistan

roadblocks due to objections by religious-political parties. In February 2012, the Senate passed
a separate bill on domestic violence but that also lapsed later. A specific federal legislation on
domestic violence has thus remained elusive.

On March 8 2013, International Women's Day, Sindh Assembly passed Domestic Violence
(Prevention and Protection) Act, making Sindh the country's first province to criminalise
domestic violence. The women lawmakers who had lobbied for the bill expressed frustration
over the opposition they faced from male lawmakers.

The Balochistan Assembly passed Balochistan Domestic Violence Prevention and Protection
Bill in February 2014. The lawmakers from opposition parties opposed the bill, calling it against
tribal norms. The legislation expanded the ambit of domestic violence to include violence visited
upon domestic servants. The National Commission on the Status of Women chairperson has
stated that the Balochistan law did not specify direct penalties for abuses not covered by the
PPC.

Efforts to bring a domestic violence law in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have been going on for a long
time. In 2008, a Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) legislator had tabled a bill in the assembly that
had remained pending for long but did not find the legislature's approval. A proposed bill has
been with the Law Department since March 2015. Those in the assembly opposed to the bill
reportedly worry that it would 'westernise' society, encourage divorce and intrude on privacy.
Civil society organizations have been holding consultations with lawmakers to pave the way for
its adoption.

The way forward

The prevalence of domestic violence in Pakistan and its adverse consequences for women
cannot be ignored. Pakistan is under an obligation, especially after ratifying the UN Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women in 1996, to adopt appropriate
legislative measures forwomen's protection and wellbeing.

Not only should legislation criminalising domestic violence be adopted in KP, Punjab and at the
federal level, but Sindh and Balochistan should also improve their laws on the subject and
ensure implementation.

Civil society recommendations should be incorporate in the proposed domestic violence law in
Punjab in particular to bring the focus not just on rehabilitating women but also on bringing the
perpetrators to justice. Such a synergy can bring about legislation that can address, punish and
prevent domestic violence.
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insisted that her daughter had been murdered. The post-mortem examination
confirmed the murder. The perpetrators later told the police that the girl had been
engaged to a cousin but wanted to marry another man. They thought this had brought a
bad name to the family and murdered her.

While Pakistan has laws banning 'anti-women practices', acid attacks and sexual harassment, it
is among only 20 countries in the world that have not outlawed domestic violence in all their
territories. Although Balochistan and Sindh have legislation dealing specifically with domestic
violence, such laws are lacking in KP, Punjab and at the federal level. The police often refrain
from investigating such violence, treating it as a family matter. Such cases in Punjab and KP are
at best dealt with under the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) chapter on 'offences against the human
body'.

Rights groups in Pakistan have long advocated the introduction of laws criminalising domestic
violence. In 2009, 15 local and international NGOs, including HRCP, formed an alliance called
Mumkin to strive for ending violence against women. The alliance's foremost agenda has been
the introduction of a comprehensive law which defines and outlaws domestic violence, and
provides protection to the affected women.

Since March 2013, Mumkin had submitted comments to the Social Welfare Department of the
Punjab Government for improvements in Protection of Family against Violence Bill, that was
under consideration at the time. By February 2014, the bill had been abandoned and Mumkin
submitted a new bill, titted Domestic Violence (Protection and Prevention) Bill 2014. The draft
bill defined terms such as domestic violence, harassment, stalking, cruelty to a child, etc., and
also prescribed punishments. It also covered monetary relief, custody of children and called for
the formation of protection committees to assist the aggrieved. In May 2015, however, Punjab
Assembly instead introduced a new bill titled Punjab Protection of Women against Violence Bill
2015, which was approved by the cabinet.

Issues with the bill in Punjab

The proposed bill did not criminalize actions generally understood to constitute domestic
violence. It failed to define key terms including domestic relationship, abuse, and harassment,
and did not include persons who could be vulnerable to domestic violence, such as the elderly,
children, mentally or physically challenged persons and domestic help. Stalking and sexual
violence in a domestic setting were not covered in the bill.

The bill was seen as merely detailing the relief battered women could get once domestic
violence had occurred. It did not, however, provide redress or prescribe a punishment to deter
perpetrators.

A dependent child of the aggrieved woman was referred to as a child up to the age of 12, thus
failing to cover the children between ages 12 to 18. It did not provide a roadmap for battered
women to seek justice in court, nor considered domestic violence a violation of fundamental
human rights.

The solutions to domestic violence under the proposed bill, such as GPS tracker bracelets,
were deemed ineffective by rights groups. The bill proposed the creation of protection centres
and shelter homes in every district for the board and lodging of aggrieved women. It failed to
clearly state whether these would be new shelter homes or the existing ones, called Dar-ul-
Aman, would be used. In view of the protection concerns for women at Dar-ul-Aman, the Punjab
government is under an obligation to clarify how the new shelter homes would be an
improvement on the existing ones.

Legislation outside Punjab

In 2009, after a sustained civil society campaign, the National Assembly unanimously passed a
bill on domestic violence. However, the bill was not adopted by the Senate, allegedly amid
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The battle to criminalise domestic
violence

In the middle of the last century, the
notion of domestic violence being a
private or family matter was abandoned
in civilized societies and such violence
was recognized not merely as a cause
for serious concern but also as a crime.
Yet, far too many women are still victims
of physical, sexual and psychological
violence within their homes. According to
media monitoring by the Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP), in
2014 at least 390 women in the country
faced particularly serious instance of
domestic violence, including acid
attacks, amputation, severe beating,
many were set on fire or their heads and

Domestic violence globally

According to World Health Organisation (WHQ), 30% of
women worldwide experience physical or sexual assault
by a current or former partner

eyebrows were shaved. Violence of this nature claimed the lives of 297 women in 2014 alone.
An even more serious manifestation of such violence has been the so-called honour crimes: at
least 902 women were reported killed in the name of honourin Pakistan in 2014.

Some of the emblematic cases of the 'honour’ killings reported to HRCP in 2015 are listed

below:

® On May 14, in Naseerabad district of Balochistan, a man strangled his 12-year-old
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daughter and shot dead two men on suspicion that she was having an affair. The
perpetrator was going to his fields early in the morning when he saw his daughter
standing with a man. He, along with two relatives, beat the girl and asked her who the
man was. When she told them his name and that he was their neighbour, her father
strangled her to death, and went home to get his gun. He found the man named by his
daughter standing out in the street and shot and injured him. The injured man ran inside
his house. His brother was rushing him to a hospital on a motorbike when the
perpetrator and his accomplices gave chase and shot and killed them both.

On May 5, a man killed his sister and brother-in-law in Nowshera district of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP). The couple had run away and married without consent from the
girl's family. A month later, the girl's family contacted them and said that they had been
forgiven and should return home. When they returned, both were shot dead. The male
victim's brother registered a case against the accused.

On April 22, a woman in Bannu district was killed by her brother and uncle, who tried to
show that she had committed suicide by shooting herself. However, the victim's mother

Laws protecting women
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Pakistani Government and civil society to address the growing problem of inequality and
poverty. — Delivered on behalf of the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan.

Oral Statement of HRCP in the General Debate under Agenda ltem 6, the Universal
Periodic Review (UPR)

26 June 2015
Thank you, Mr. President,

The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan welcomes the Universal Periodic Review as an
additional tool to ensure states' compliance with international human rights standards, but
wishes to emphasize that there are still many challenges that must be overcome to make it an
effective mechanism for the promotion and protection of human rights.

Of key concern is lack of follow-up on states' implementation of recommendations after
adoption of the UPR outcomes. Under the current UPR mechanism, there exist no mandatory
procedures to monitor states' implementation of accepted recommendations. Mid-term
implementation reports are voluntary, and many states, including Pakistan, have not made mid-
term implementation submissions to the Council.

This allows states to disregard their UPR commitments in laws, policies and practices, which is
highlighted by the case of Pakistan.

During its second Universal Periodic Review (UPR) in October 2012, Pakistan received 167
recommendations, out of which it accepted 126 recommendations.

At the mid-term phase in Pakistan's UPR, HRCP has carried out a mid-term implementation
assessment of accepted recommendations related to five thematic areas: women's human
rights; rights of the child; freedom of religion, thought and conscience; freedom of expression;
human rights defenders; and enforced and involuntary disappearances.

HRCP's assessment has found that the Government's performance in fulfilling its commitments
during the 2012-2013 UPR at the mid-cycle period has been far from satisfactory. Out of 69
accepted recommendations reviewed, 39 recommendations -a majority- have not been
implemented at all; 30 recommendations have only been partially implemented; and not a
single recommendation has been implemented in full. In some areas, particularly relating to
enforced disappearances and the safety and security of human rights defenders, the situation
has in fact deteriorated since Pakistan was issued the recommendations in 2012.

At this rate, Pakistan will go into its next Universal Periodic Review in 2017 with a worse human
rights record than before. This would be an additional indictment of Pakistan's disregard for its
national and international human rights obligations, including the UPR mechanism.

HRCP urges the Council to consider adopting measures to ensure effective implementation of
accepted UPR recommendations, including mandatory action plans and strategies of
implementation as well as mid-term implementation reports. Delivered on behalf of the Human
Rights Commission of Pakistan.

2015(30:‘.’ July 2015 62 ’ Monthly JEHD-E-HAQ G iy du bakilo



Raising issues of concern at the
United Nations

As part of its efforts to promote human rights, the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan
{HRCP) has focused not just on advocacy in Pakistan, but also engaged in international
advocacy wherever it has considered that it could contribute to the struggle for rights.

During the just-concluded 29th regular session of the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva,
Switzerland, HRCP delivered two oral statements with active support from the International
Commission of Jurists (ICJ). The first was delivered on June 22, during the Clustered Interactive
Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty and the Special Rapporteur on
Counter-Terrorism, and the second on June 26 during the general debate on the Universal
Periodic Review (UPR). The two oral statements are being reproduced below.

Oral Statement of the HRCP in the Clustered Interactive Dialogue with the Special
Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty and the Special Rapporteur on Counter-Terrorism

22 June 2015
Thank you, Mr. President,

The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan welcomes the Special Rapporteur's report, and
strongly echoes his finding that combatting extreme poverty and inequality is only possible if
economic, social and cultural rights are given prominence and priority equal to that of civil and
political rights.

As noted in the report, appropriate redistributive measures through budgetary allocation and
taxation must be seen as an integral part of a commitment to ensuring full respect for human
rights across the entire society. Regrettably, this remains a distant dream in Pakistan.

Pakistan ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR)
seven years ago in April 2008. However, budgetary allocations for the protection of social and
economic rights instead of going up have been going down, and the largest portions of the
federal budget continue to be allocated to repayment of debt, defense and security.

The Government justifies this disproportionate level of military spending compared to social
welfare expenditure on the basis of “national security”, particularly Pakistan's continuing
hostilities with India and Operation Zarb-e-Azb, Pakistan's military operation against extremist
militant groups.

The HRCP emphasizes that security for the people also means focus on the quality of human
life and dignity, not merely the acquisition of weapons and military hardware. If children continue
to die of preventable and curable diseases like pneumonia and diarrhea instead of going to
school for a meaningful education; and as food insecurity and poverty become chronic, people
cannot be secure.

Further, itis of serious concern that unlike political and civil rights, economic, social, and cultural
rights are still not recognized as enforceable rights under the domestic law of many countries,
even after ratification of the ICESCR, greatly limiting the judicial remedies available to victims of
ESCR violations. This is also true for Pakistan, where with the exception of the right to
education, economic, social and cultural rights are only recognized as non-binding “principles
of policy”. Therefore, HRCP echoes the Special Rapporteur's call for stronger international
standards and mechanisms for the enforcement and protection of ESCR.

The HRCP also notes that five years after its reporting due date, Pakistan has still not presented
a State Report to the Committee on Economic, Cultural and Social Rights. HRCP calls on the
Special Rapporteur to request Pakistan for an invitation for a country visit to assess the
enfarcement of economic, cultural and social rights, and continue his mandate's work with the
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